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More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social
change in the People?s Republic of China. This timely book examines the
emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are interpreted
and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and
lived by people themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of a dominant class based on political
power and wealth that has emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a
well-established middle class that is closely associated with the Party-state and a
not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers
several critical issues: the extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political
system has changed and the likely consequences; the impact of change on the old
working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic
power of the PRC since the early 1980s has been based are becoming a new
working class; and the consequences of China?s growing middle class, especially
for politics.

The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the
contours of ongoing social change in China.
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More than three decades of economic growth have led to significant social change in the People?s Republic
of China. This timely book examines the emerging structures of class and social stratification: how they are
interpreted and managed by the Chinese Communist Party, and how they are understood and lived by people
themselves.

David Goodman details the emergence of a dominant class based on political power and wealth that has
emerged from the institutions of the Party-state; a well-established middle class that is closely associated
with the Party-state and a not-so-well-established entrepreneurial middle class; and several different
subordinate classes in both the rural and urban areas. In doing so, he considers several critical issues: the
extent to which the social basis of the Chinese political system has changed and the likely consequences; the
impact of change on the old working class that was the socio-political mainstay of state socialism before the
1980s; the extent to which the migrant workers on whom much of the economic power of the PRC since the
early 1980s has been based are becoming a new working class; and the consequences of China?s growing
middle class, especially for politics.

The result is an invaluable guide for students and non-specialists interested in the contours of ongoing social
change in China.
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Review

Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2015

"Class in Contemporary China has done a noble job in what is an extremely complicated and diffused
subject. Goodman has managed to piece together a survey of disparate understandings of class and bring
them into a coherent portrait, taking the studies and analysing them in detail. It is an absorbing look, given
the tremendous change in China that is also changing the world."
LSE Review of Books

"Goodman has an eagle eye for what is crucial in China's development. His analysis of the important but
under-appreciated role of class and class analysis in modern China should be mandatory reading. The book
provides a vital contribution to our understanding of continuity and change in China."
Anthony Saich, Harvard Kennedy School

"Class is at the basis of the Chinese Communist revolution, yet today's China is a world away from the class-
based politics of the Mao era. In this highly readable and meticulously researched book, David Goodman
gives readers a powerful account of what precisely class means in today's China and why it matters. From
the emergent middle class to the new classes that make up China's working population, the analysis gives
detail that reveals just how complex class has become. The book brings together Goodman's interdisciplinary
skills as a historian and political scientist, and it draws from the latest cutting-edge data from within China
itself. On a crucial issue shaping China in the twenty-first century, this is a must-read book."
Rana Mitter, University China Centre, University of Oxford

"David Goodman provides a comprehensive and admirably succinct overview of a complex subject with a
voluminous literature. This excellent book provides all the tools needed to contextualise and analyse these
changes, including a concise theoretical discussion, an overview of class under Mao and, during the reform
era, an analysis of the dominant, middle and subordinate classes and a thoughtful discussion about class and
the growing economic inequalities in China. I highly recommend it to students and scholars of contemporary
Chinese economics, politics and society."
Political Studies Review

About the Author
David S. G. Goodman is Academic Director of the China Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, where
he is Professor of Chinese Politics. He is also Professor in the School of Social and Behavioural Sciences at
Nanjing University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amanda Moberly:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a publication will give you a lot of



new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Class in Contemporary China (China Today), you may tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Evelina Soria:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Class in Contemporary China (China Today) can
be very good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bertha Franke:

Beside that Class in Contemporary China (China Today) in your phone, it can give you a way to get more
close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have
Class in Contemporary China (China Today) because this book offers for your requirements readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from
right now!

Nick Gulbranson:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Class in Contemporary China (China Today) as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
books are helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science guide, any other book
likes Class in Contemporary China (China Today) to make your spare time considerably more colorful.
Many types of book like here.
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