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What are the chances? This is the question we ask ourselves when we encounter
the strangest and most seemingly impossible coincidences, like the woman who
won the lottery four times or the fact that Lincoln's dreams foreshadowed his
own assassination. But, when we look at coincidences mathematically, the odds
are a lot better than any of us would have thought.

In Fluke, mathematician Joseph Mazur takes a second look at the seemingly
improbable, sharing with us an entertaining guide to the most surprising moments
in our lives. He takes us on a tour of the mathematical concepts of probability,
such as the law of large numbers and the birthday paradox, and combines these
concepts with lively anecdotes of flukes from around the world. How do you
explain finding your college copy of Moby Dick in a used bookstore on the Seine
on your first visit to Paris? How can a jury be convinced beyond a reasonable
doubt that DNA found at the scene of a heinous crime did not get there by some
fluke? Should we be surprised if strangers named Maria and Francisco, seeking
each other in a hotel lobby, accidentally meet the wrong Francisco and the wrong
Maria, another pair of strangers also looking for each other? As Mazur reveals, if
there is any likelihood that something could happen, no matter how small, it is
bound to happen to someone at some time.

In Fluke, Mazur offers us proof of the inevitability of the sublime and the
unexpected. He has written a book that will appeal to anyone who has ever
wondered how all of the tiny decisions that happen in our lives add up to
improbable wholes. A must-read for math enthusiasts and storytellers alike,
Fluke helps us to understand the true nature of chance.
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What are the chances? This is the question we ask ourselves when we encounter the strangest and most
seemingly impossible coincidences, like the woman who won the lottery four times or the fact that Lincoln's
dreams foreshadowed his own assassination. But, when we look at coincidences mathematically, the odds are
a lot better than any of us would have thought.

In Fluke, mathematician Joseph Mazur takes a second look at the seemingly improbable, sharing with us an
entertaining guide to the most surprising moments in our lives. He takes us on a tour of the mathematical
concepts of probability, such as the law of large numbers and the birthday paradox, and combines these
concepts with lively anecdotes of flukes from around the world. How do you explain finding your college
copy of Moby Dick in a used bookstore on the Seine on your first visit to Paris? How can a jury be convinced
beyond a reasonable doubt that DNA found at the scene of a heinous crime did not get there by some fluke?
Should we be surprised if strangers named Maria and Francisco, seeking each other in a hotel lobby,
accidentally meet the wrong Francisco and the wrong Maria, another pair of strangers also looking for each
other? As Mazur reveals, if there is any likelihood that something could happen, no matter how small, it is
bound to happen to someone at some time.

In Fluke, Mazur offers us proof of the inevitability of the sublime and the unexpected. He has written a book
that will appeal to anyone who has ever wondered how all of the tiny decisions that happen in our lives add
up to improbable wholes. A must-read for math enthusiasts and storytellers alike, Fluke helps us to
understand the true nature of chance.
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Editorial Review

Review
“In Fluke, the author takes us on a marvelous guided tour of the world of the unlikely and the improbable.
After reading Fluke, you will definitely come away with a deeper understanding of why wildly improbable
coincidences may not be so improbable after all.”
—Ronald Graham, Chief Scientist at the California Institute for Telecommunications and Information
Technology

“A tour de force of masterful writing that weaves together simple and not-so-simple mathematical notions of
probability and statistics into various intriguing coincidences from fact and fiction, explaining with nuance
various strange phenomena. Mazur's book will teach you some of this mathematics, leaving you quite
equipped to understand the role of chance in your life without resorting to magical thinking”
—Gizem Karaali, Editor, Journal of Humanistic Mathematics

“The chances are very slim that you'd ever read this blurb. A simple-minded calculation puts the odds at
about 50,000 to one against. Yet... here you are. How weird is this seemingly far-fetched coincidence? Well,
dear reader, you've picked up the right book to answer that question."
—Charles Seife, author of Zero: The Biography of a Dangerous Idea

Advance Praise for Fluke:

“Always entertaining and frequently insightful, Fluke is never less than thought-provoking.”
—Amir Alexander, Wall Street Journal

“Mazur gently dashes icy water on our sense of wonder, patiently doing the math to explain multiple lottery
winners, ‘remarkable' accidental scientific discoveries and wrongheaded government policy.”
—Keith Blanchard, Wall Street Journal

“Mazur takes what could be difficult, abstruse subjects—probability and statistics—and makes them
entertaining. The author draws examples and illustrations from a variety of fields—law enforcement,
economics, the sciences—and, when he unavoidably gets into some fairly complicated mathematical
discussions, he explains his terms and remembers that, for the most part, his readers aren't mathematicians.
An ideal book, then, for the lay reader who is curious about the nature of coincidence.”
—Booklist Online

“Well written, entertaining… an understandable introduction to probability for the layman.”
—MAA.org

“Mazur's thoughtful tour reveals the explanatory power of probability theory in the larger world.”
—Publishers Weekly

“With charm and clarity, Joe Mazur leads us through the strange terrain of chance and surprise. He explains
why apparently remarkable coincidences are usually more likely than we imagine, because we underestimate



how large our world really is. Not so much probability theory, as improbability theory! A terrific read, and a
welcome antidote to superstition and gullibility.”
—Ian Stewart, author of Professor Stewart's Incredible Numbers

"Mazur has written a wonderfully insightful book. He shows how it is that our purely psychological
expectations about what might happen in the real world, and our culturally acquired notions of order and
disorder, often give us a completely false sense of the chance that something will, in fact, occur in the world
outside."
—Richard Lewontin, Professor of Biology Emeritus at Harvard University and Author of The Genetic
Basis of Evolutionary Change

“Clear, humorous, and grounded in history and culture, Fluke shows you why anything that can happen is
bound to happen, sometime. But just as rainbows still thrill us when we parsed the physics, dissecting bizarre
coincidences doesn't dilute our amazement. Mazur has accomplished the seemingly impossible feat of
writing a book for everyone.”
—Marjorie Senechal, Editor-in-Chief, The Mathematical Intelligencer

About the Author

Joseph Mazur is an emeritus professor of mathematics at Marlboro College, and the author of four other
popular mathematics books, the most recent of which is the highly acclaimed Enlightening Symbols: A Short
History of Mathematical Notation and Its Hidden Powers. Among his many honors is a Guggenheim
fellowship. Mazur lives with his wife, Jennifer, in Marlboro, Vermont.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort
of book Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence. You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You can utilize it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Willie McCorkle:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence book is readable through you
who hate the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with Fluke: The
Math and Myth of Coincidence content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the information but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless
thinking Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?



Ethel Swafford:

The reason why? Because this Fluke: The Math and Myth of Coincidence is an unordinary book that the
inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside
easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Michael Santiago:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Fluke: The Math and Myth of
Coincidence.
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