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Enter a world of tender friendships, staunch loyalties, violent jealousies—and
enduring love.

As a child, Sheri Speede knew that she wanted to advocate for animals in any
way she could. But it was not until many years after veterinary school, when she
was transporting a chimpanzee named Pierre away from a biomedical facility as
part of her job as a conservation advocate in Cameroon, that Dr. Speede
discovered her true calling. She began to search for land for a forest sanctuary for
captive chimpanzees that were held on chains and in small cages at local hotels.

Dr. Speede eventually founded the Sanaga-Yong Chimpanzee Rescue Center, a
forested home for orphans of the illegal ape meat trade. One chim- panzee,
Dorothy, was rescued by Dr. Speede and her colleagues from a bleak existence
imprisoned on a chain and forged a deep friendship with her. Dr. Speede explains
how chimpanzees, like humans, are capable of a broad spectrum of emotional
behaviors—both hateful and loving. Dr. Speede also candidly reveals her own
struggles as a stranger in a foreign culture trying to adjust to rural African village
life. And she admits that unlike Dorothy, she was not always kind, gentle, and
forgiving.

Dorothy died of old age at the sanctuary, and a photograph of Dorothy's funeral,
in which Dr. Speede cradled Dorothy's head while her family of chimpanzees
mournfully viewed her body, went viral after being published in National
Geographic. The world was surprised at the depth of the chimps' grief at the loss
of their friend, but Dr. Speede was not. Through the chimps, she had come to
understand the meaning of love, loyalty, and true connection.

While this is a compelling story about the emotional complexity of the
chimpanzees she rescued and befriended, it is also Dr. Speede's story. Major
events in her personal life, including love affairs, dangerous run-ins with
criminals, and the birth of her daughter, unfold as the development of her primate
rescue center runs parallel to her own development. Ultimately, Kindred Beings
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is a story of profound resilience, of both the apes and the woman who loved
them.
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Enter a world of tender friendships, staunch loyalties, violent jealousies—and enduring love.

As a child, Sheri Speede knew that she wanted to advocate for animals in any way she could. But it was not
until many years after veterinary school, when she was transporting a chimpanzee named Pierre away from a
biomedical facility as part of her job as a conservation advocate in Cameroon, that Dr. Speede discovered her
true calling. She began to search for land for a forest sanctuary for captive chimpanzees that were held on
chains and in small cages at local hotels.

Dr. Speede eventually founded the Sanaga-Yong Chimpanzee Rescue Center, a forested home for orphans of
the illegal ape meat trade. One chim- panzee, Dorothy, was rescued by Dr. Speede and her colleagues from a
bleak existence imprisoned on a chain and forged a deep friendship with her. Dr. Speede explains how
chimpanzees, like humans, are capable of a broad spectrum of emotional behaviors—both hateful and loving.
Dr. Speede also candidly reveals her own struggles as a stranger in a foreign culture trying to adjust to rural
African village life. And she admits that unlike Dorothy, she was not always kind, gentle, and forgiving.

Dorothy died of old age at the sanctuary, and a photograph of Dorothy's funeral, in which Dr. Speede cradled
Dorothy's head while her family of chimpanzees mournfully viewed her body, went viral after being
published in National Geographic. The world was surprised at the depth of the chimps' grief at the loss of
their friend, but Dr. Speede was not. Through the chimps, she had come to understand the meaning of love,
loyalty, and true connection.

While this is a compelling story about the emotional complexity of the chimpanzees she rescued and
befriended, it is also Dr. Speede's story. Major events in her personal life, including love affairs, dangerous
run-ins with criminals, and the birth of her daughter, unfold as the development of her primate rescue center
runs parallel to her own development. Ultimately, Kindred Beings is a story of profound resilience, of both
the apes and the woman who loved them.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Kindred Beings is both an engrossing African adventure and an inspiring story of how an animal activist
has devoted her life to chimpanzees. This fascinating book will forever change how you see chimpanzees-
and how you feel about the importance of safeguarding their places on our planet.” (Dr. Marty Becker,
"America's Veterinarian")

Sheri Speede chose to make a difference in the lives of Jacky, Nama, Dorothy, and dozens of other apes,
which says as much about Sheri’s commitment as the chimpanzees’ inner strength. Sheri ultimately emerged
triumphant, perhaps for one simple reason: humanity is not restricted to human beings. (Douglas Cress,
program coordinator of Great Apes Survival Partnership (GRASP))

In Cameroon, Dr. Sheri Speede has enabled law enforcement to fight wildlife trafficking by establishing an
excellent forest sanctuary where rescued chimpanzees get care and love. Without facilities like hers, animals
would suffer lives of abuse or move on in the sordid international trade. Read this book! (Dr. Shirley
McGreal, founder of the International Primate Protection League)

Sheri Speede’s powerful story shows the reader the broad range of personalities seen in chimpanzees, with
complex emotional needs, a rich social fabric, and self-awareness. It opens our eyes to the reality that all
animals have emotions, and it pleads for an end to animal abuse. (Marilyn Kroplick, M.D., president of IDA-
Africa)

About the Author

Sheri Speede, a doctor of veterinary medicine, collaborated with the Cameroon government to found the
Sanaga-Yong Chimpanzee Rescue Center, a forested home for orphans of the illegal ape meat trade. With
Edmund Stone, she established In Defense of Animals–Africa (IDA–Africa) as a division of IDA
International and as the U.S. base of support for the work in Cameroon.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Wright:

The book Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection
can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why then
must we leave the good thing like a book Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me
About Life, Love, and Connection? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and
Connection has simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Michelle Chase:

This Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Kindred Beings: What
Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection can be among the great books
you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually with
information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Kindred
Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection forcing you to
have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know
it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Scott Reisinger:

Beside this Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and
Connection in your phone, it might give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or information.
The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Kindred Beings: What Seventy-
Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection because this book offers to you personally
readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from currently!

Houston Estes:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three
Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life, Love, and Connection was vibrant and of course has pictures on the
website. As we know that book Kindred Beings: What Seventy-Three Chimpanzees Taught Me About Life,
Love, and Connection has many kinds or style. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book usually are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best
book in your case and try to like reading that.
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