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Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women and men speak
differently? Will computers ever really learn human language? Does offensive
language harm children? These are only a few of the issues surrounding language
that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these questions
one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld
point out in this short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply
held ideas about the nature of language and its role in our lives are either
misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language,
examining these and other vexing and controversial language-related questions.
Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and lead the reader to use
common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or
technical linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are
surprising, sometimes provocative, and always entertaining.

This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author,
and includes new chapters on language and power, language extinction, and what
it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to engage both general
readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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Is Ebonics really a dialect or simply bad English? Do women and men speak differently? Will computers
ever really learn human language? Does offensive language harm children? These are only a few of the
issues surrounding language that crop up every day. Most of us have very definite opinions on these
questions one way or another. Yet as linguists Donna Jo Napoli and Vera Lee-Schoenfeld point out in this
short and thoroughly readable volume, many of our most deeply held ideas about the nature of language and
its role in our lives are either misconceived or influenced by myths and stereotypes.

Language Matters provides a highly informative tour of the world of language, examining these and other
vexing and controversial language-related questions. Throughout, Napoli and Lee-Schoenfeld encourage and
lead the reader to use common-sense and everyday experience rather than preconceived notions or technical
linguistic expertise. Both their questions and their conclusions are surprising, sometimes provocative, and
always entertaining.

This thoroughly revised second edition updates the book with a new co-author, and includes new chapters on
language and power, language extinction, and what it is linguists actually do. Language Matters is sure to
engage both general readers and students of language and linguistics at any level.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Donna Jo. Napoli is Professor of Linguistics, Swarthmore College. Vera Lee-Schoenfeld is Visting Assistant
Professor, Swarthmore College.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alicia Mendes:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About
Language.

Elias Rosser:

Now a day those who Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Language Matters: A Guide to
Everyday Questions About Language book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Kristen Hamilton:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.



Eugene Hughes:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't work is difficult
job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you
answer might be Language Matters: A Guide to Everyday Questions About Language why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this
book.
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