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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife
Juniata and kidnapped their six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a
desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, all victims of revenge
sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been
fully understood--or perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road,
historian Marc Simmons brings to light one of the last massacres of the Indian
wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and
General Crook's subsequent Sierra Madre campaign. This was the first use of the
"Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States and Mexico in 1882,
allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments
the events of that fateful day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent
publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader terms, the cultural
friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a
reputably wise and able man would lead his family into such a fatal predicament,
the pursuit of the Apaches into Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic
circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's troops in a
raid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as
human as those today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on
the Lordsburg Road will interest general readers of Indian history.
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In the spring of 1883 Apache raiders massacred Judge McComas and his wife Juniata and kidnapped their
six-year-old son Charley as the family traveled on a desolate road in southwestern New Mexico Territory, all
victims of revenge sought by the Apaches for Gen. George Crook's campaign.

At the time, the entire circumstances concerning this tragic incident had not been fully understood--or
perhaps cared about. In Massacre on the Lordsburg Road, historian Marc Simmons brings to light one of the
last massacres of the Indian wars, presenting exactly why and how the McComases met their end on that
desolate road, the events that led up to it, and the public reactions that followed.

Simmons recounts the raids and counter-raids leading up to the massacre and General Crook's subsequent
Sierra Madre campaign. This was the first use of the "Hot Pursuit Treaty" signed between the United States
and Mexico in 1882, allowing troops of either country to follow hostile Indians across the border.

With balanced, honest treatment Simmons constructs from long-buried fragments the events of that fateful
day, the motivation for the attack, the subsequent publicity and search for the missing son, and, in broader
terms, the cultural friction and clash between the Apache and the settler. The puzzlement of why a reputably
wise and able man would lead his family into such a fatal predicament, the pursuit of the Apaches into
Mexico by General Crook, and the ironic circumstance of Charley McComas's death at the hands of Crook's
troops in a raid on the Apache camp, illustrates that past events were as complex and as human as those
today.

Though academically thorough in its exploration and deliverance, Massacre on the Lordsburg Road will
interest general readers of Indian history.
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Editorial Review

Review
..." masterful detective work in locating even the most obscure printed sources, military and civil court
records, and oral history accounts from both Apache and white participants in the events."

About the Author

Marc Simmons is a professional historian and author of the Southwest, focusing on the Indian and Hispanic
heritages of New Mexico. He lives in Cerrillos, New Mexico.“...this book represents Marc Simmons at his
best: the research is exhaustive, the writing is precise and lucid, and the narrative unfolds like a carefully
crafted mystery story.” — Book Talk, January 1998

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Oneal:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on guardería until university need this Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache
Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) to read.

Douglas Gibson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Massacre on the
Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series in the West and
Southwest) book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the information in this
book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Zachary Kirkland:

The actual book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell
Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very
suited to you. The book Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell



Spencer Series in the West and Southwest) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book
from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Jeannie Brenner:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One of them
is this Massacre on the Lordsburg Road: A Tragedy of the Apache Wars (Elma Dill Russell Spencer Series
in the West and Southwest).
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