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John McDowell and Hubert L. Dreyfus are philosophers of world renown, whose
work has decisively shaped the fields of analytic philosophy and phenomenology
respectively. Mind, Reason, and Being-in-the-World: The McDowell-Dreyfus
Debate opens with their debate over one of the most important and controversial
subjects of philosophy: is human experience pervaded by conceptual rationality,
or does experience mark the limits of reason? Is al intelligibility rational, or is
there aform of intelligibility at work in our skilful bodily rapport with the world
that eludes our intellectual capacities? McDowell and Dreyfus provide a
fascinating insight into some fundamental differences between analytic
philosophy and phenomenology, as well as areas where they may have something
in common.

Fifteen specially commissioned chapters by distinguished international
contributors enrich the debate inaugurated by McDowell and Dreyfus, taking it in
anumber of different and important directions. Fundamental philosophical
problems discussed include: the embodied mind, subjectivity and self-
consciousness, intentionality, rationality, practical skills, human agency, and the
history of philosophy from Kant to Hegel to Heidegger to Merleau-Ponty. With
the addition of these outstanding contributions, Mind, Reason, and Being-in-the-
World is essential reading for students and scholars of analytic philosophy and
phenomenology.
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John McDowell and Hubert L. Dreyfus are philosophers of world renown, whose work has decisively shaped
the fields of analytic philosophy and phenomenology respectively. Mind, Reason, and Being-in-the-World:
The McDowell-Dreyfus Debate opens with their debate over one of the most important and controversial
subjects of philosophy: is human experience pervaded by conceptual rationality, or does experience mark the
limits of reason? Is all intelligibility rational, or isthere aform of intelligibility at work in our skilful bodily
rapport with the world that eludes our intellectual capacities? McDowell and Dreyfus provide a fascinating
insight into some fundamental differences between analytic philosophy and phenomenology, as well as areas
where they may have something in common.

Fifteen specially commissioned chapters by distinguished international contributors enrich the debate
inaugurated by McDowell and Dreyfus, taking it in a number of different and important directions.
Fundamental philosophical problems discussed include: the embodied mind, subjectivity and self-
consciousness, intentionality, rationality, practical skills, human agency, and the history of philosophy from
Kant to Hegel to Heidegger to Merleau-Ponty. With the addition of these outstanding contributions, Mind,
Reason, and Being-in-the-World is essential reading for students and scholars of analytic philosophy and
phenomenology.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisisawonderful book. It contains edifying papersin the philosophy of mind, philosophy of
psychology, philosophy of action, philosophy of language, epistemology, metaphysics and modern
philosophy. M ost important, this book seeksto discover ways of bridging the gap between analytic
philosophy and continental philosophy. Although thistext isostensibly about the M cDowell-Dreyfus
debate (and it is), it offers much morethan meetsthe eye." - Charles Macmillan Urban, College of Lake
County, Mind

"[The DreyfusM cDowell debate] ... tapsinto deep questions about action, agency and reason, and one
of the pleasures of Schear'sbook isthe breadth and depth it bringsto the discussion. With the debate
asthefocal (or jumping off) point, the contributor s explorethe historical and lar ge-scale philosophical
context, the nature of embodied skill, perceptual content, conceptuality, and rationality. Asa whole the
book providesarich and nuanced investigation of theissuesin dispute." - Wayne Christensen, Notre
Dame Philosophical Reviews

" The exchange some year s ago between John M cDowell and Bert Dreyfus raised fundamental
guestions about the nature of embodied cognition and, in particular, therole of conceptsin human
per ception. Thisvolume makes availabletheir strikingly yet subtly opposing positionsin the opening
section so asto mabilize a great deal of very interesting reflection in the essaysthat follow - with a
fascinating sketch of the historical and conceptual background to these issues provided by Charles
Taylor in the opening commentary. Thisis Anglo-American philosophy at its most worthwhile,
maintaining its sense of rigour and argument while also reaching to be continuous with the lar ge and
important philosophical themesto be found in other traditions of Philosophy." - Akeel Bilgrami,
Columbia University, USA

" Starting with new papers by McDowell and Dreyfusreformulating their dispute about rationality
and encountering theworld, Joseph Schear has collected a series of new, very high quality, responses
to the debate, from arange of distinguished thinkers. Working thr ough them one encounters
philosophical argument that inspires, illuminates, and raises even mor e questions. The collection is
essential reading for anyone thinking about these fundamental issues." - Paul Showdon, University
College London, UK

" Joseph Schear provides uswith a much-needed compilation of thiswhole 'battle of myths' that began
when Hubert Dreyfus presented a challengeto John M cDowell’ s theory of perception with his 2005
Presidential Addressto the American Philosophical Association." - Eric. J. Mohr, Duquesne University,
Pittsburgh, PA, USA

About the Author

Joseph K. Schear is University Lecturer in Philosophy and Official Student (Tutorial Fellow) at Christ
Church, University of Oxford, UK.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Rigoberto Hamilton:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Mind, Reason, and
Being-in-the-World: The McDowell-Dreyfus Debate? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with their opinion or you have additional opinion?

James Hender son:

Isit you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Mind, Reason, and Being-in-the-World: The
McDowell-Dreyfus Debate can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than
the others?

Quincy Nelson:

That publication can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Mind, Reason, and Being-in-the-World: The
McDowell-Dreyfus Debate was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Mind,
Reason, and Being-in-the-World: The McDowell-Dreyfus Debate has many kinds or type. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character
on there. So, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try
to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Kimberly Silvestre:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
guestion was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book isimportant thing to add you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning
something by book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis Mind,
Reason, and Being-in-the-World: The McDowell-Dreyfus Debate.
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