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An indispensiblelook at Emerson'sinfluential life philosophy

Through hiswriting and his own personal philosophy, Ralph Waldo Emerson
unburdened his young country of Europe's traditional sense of history and
showed Americans how to be creators of their own circumstances. His mandate,
which called for harmony with, rather than domestication of, nature, and for
areliance on individual integrity, rather than on materialistic ingtitutions, is
echoed in many of the great American philosophical and literary works of his
time and ours, and has given an impetus to modern political and social activism.

Larzer Ziff'sintroduction to this collection of fifteen of Emerson's most
significant writings provides the important backdrop to the society in which
Emerson lived during his formative years.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic
literature in the English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin
Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and
across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and
contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning
translators.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Ralph Waldo Emer son, the son of a Unitarian minister and a chaplain during the American Revolution, was
born in 1803 in Boston. He attended the Boston Latin School, and in 1817 entered Harvard, graduating in
1820. Emerson supported himself as a schoolteacher from 1821-26. In 1826 he was "approbated to preach,”
and in 1829 became pastor of the Scond Church (Unitarian) in Boston. That same year he married Ellen

L ouise Tucker, who was to die of tuberculosis only seventeen months later. In 1832 Emerson resigned his
pastorate and traveled to Eurpe, where he met Coleridge, Wordsworth, and Carlyle. He settled in Concord,
Massachusetts, in 1834, where he began a new career as a public lecturer, and married Lydia Jackson a year
later. A group that gathered around Emerson in Concord came to be known as "the Concord school," and
included Bronson Alcott, Henry David Thoreau, Nathaniel Hawthorne, and Margaret Fuller. Every year
Emerson made alecture tour; and these lectures were the source of most of his essays. Nature (1836), his
first published work, contained the essence of his transcendental philosophy, which views the world of
phenomena as a sort of symbol of the inner life and emphasizes individual freedom and self-reliance.
Emerson's address to the Phi Beta Kappa society of Harvard (1837) and another address to the graduating
class of the Harvard Divinity School (1838) applied his doctrine to the scholar and the clergyman, provoking
sharp controversy. An ardent abolitionist, Emerson lectured and wrote widely against slavery from the 1840's
through the Civil War. His principal publications include two volumes of Essays (1841, 1844), Poems (1847),
Representative Men (1850), The Conduct of Life (1860), and Society and Solitude (1870). He died of
pneumoniain 1882 and was buried in Concord.

Larzer Ziff isaresearch professor of English at Johns Hopkins University who has written extensively on
American literary culture.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joe Hesdler:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. Asit is known to us that book isimportant factor to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Nature and Selected Essays
(Penguin Classics) will make you to aways be smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know
about almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

JamesVera:

What do you consider book? It isjust for students since they're till students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person has diverse
personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't would like do that.
Y ou must know how great and aso important the book Nature and Selected Essays (Penguin Classics). All
type of book can you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other social media.



Mark Miller:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specifically book
entitled Nature and Selected Essays (Penguin Classics) your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation
in which maybe you never get prior to. The Nature and Selected Essays (Penguin Classics) giving you
another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful detailsfor your better life on
this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Ricardo Donaldson:

In this eraglobalization it is important to someone to abtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers,
book, and soon. Y ou will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended for your requirementsis Nature and Selected Essays (Penguin Classics) this reserve consist a
lot of the information in the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented just how can the
world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer
made some study when he makes this book. Thisiswhy this book appropriate al of you.
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