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A brief, radical defense of human uniqueness from acclaimed philosopher
Roger Scruton

In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an
original and radical defense of human uniqueness. Confronting the views of
evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and philosophical materialists
such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings
cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human
animals; we are also persons, in essential relation with other persons, and bound
to them by obligations and rights. Our world is a shared world, exhibiting
freedom, value, and accountability, and to understand it we must address other
peoplefacetofaceand I to .

Scruton develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely
across intellectual history, from Plato and Averroés to Darwin and Wittgenstein.
The book begins with Kant's suggestion that we are distinguished by our ability
to say "1"?by our sense of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection.
Thisfact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It isthe
foundation of the moral sense, as well as of the aesthetic and religious
conceptions through which we shape the human world and endow it with
meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even
though it isanatural and not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new
way of understanding how self-consciousness affects the question of how we
should live.

Theresult isarich view of human nature that challenges some of today's most
fashionable ideas about our species.
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A brief, radical defense of human uniqueness from acclaimed philosopher Roger Scruton

In this short book, acclaimed writer and philosopher Roger Scruton presents an original and radical defense
of human uniqueness. Confronting the views of evolutionary psychologists, utilitarian moralists, and
philosophical materiaists such as Richard Dawkins and Daniel Dennett, Scruton argues that human beings
cannot be understood simply as biological objects. We are not only human animals; we are also persons, in
essential relation with other persons, and bound to them by obligations and rights. Our world is a shared
world, exhibiting freedom, value, and accountability, and to understand it we must address other people face
tofaceand | tol.

Scruton develops and defends his account of human nature by ranging widely across intellectual history,
from Plato and Averroés to Darwin and Wittgenstein. The book begins with Kant's suggestion that we are
distinguished by our ability to say "I"?by our sense of ourselves as the centers of self-conscious reflection.
Thisfact is manifested in our emotions, interests, and relations. It is the foundation of the moral sense, as
well as of the aesthetic and religious conceptions through which we shape the human world and endow it
with meaning. And it lies outside the scope of modern materialist philosophy, even though it is a natural and
not a supernatural fact. Ultimately, Scruton offers a new way of understanding how self-consciousness
affects the question of how we should live.

Theresult isarich view of human nature that challenges some of today's most fashionable ideas about our
Species.
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Editorial Review

Review
"[F]inely written, compactly argued.”--James Ryer son, New York Times Book Review

"A luminous sketch of what we are, or might be, that will inspire some readers and infuriate others."--
Kieran Setiya, Times Literary Supplement

"Roger Scruton’s On Human Nature. . . gives a brief, poetic account of away of thinking about ourselves
that many of us, especially with a background in the humanities, will find congenial."--Adam Zeman,
Standpoint

"On Human Natureis atour de force of arare kind. In clear, elegant prose it makes large claimsin
metaphysics, morals and, by implication, politics."--The Economist

"On Human Nature is afine performance.”"--Richard King, The Australian
From the Back Cover

"I admire Roger Scruton's stance and | admire his writing. In this short book, he raises and discusses deeply
important issues about the human world."--Simon Blackburn, author of Think: A Compelling
Introduction to Philosophy

"A tour de force, this book presents an original and important view of human nature."--Anthony O'Hear,
University of Buckingham

About the Author

Roger Scruton isawriter and philosopher. His many books include The Soul of the World and The
Aesthetics of Architecture (both Princeton), aswell as A Short History of Modern Philosophy; Fools, Frauds
and Firebrands: Thinkers of the New Left; and The Ring of Truth: The Wisdom of Wagner's "Ring of the
Nibelung." He livesin Wiltshire, England.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Catherine Scott:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can realize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A book On Human Nature will make you to always be smarter.

Y ou can feel far more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think in which
open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they could be thought like
that? Have you in search of best book or appropriate book with you?



Wade Diaz:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for al of us. The book On Human Nature had been making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The publication On Human Nature is not only giving you much more new information but also for
being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book.
Try to make relationship while using book On Human Nature. Y ou never feel lose out for everything when
you read some books.

Rose Buck:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like On Human Nature
which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Herbert Oakley:

As astudent exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this On Human Nature can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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