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"Think Zora Neale Hurston... Sugar speaksof what isreal."—The Dallas
Morning News

From an exciting new voice in African-American contemporary fiction comes a
novel Ebony praised for its "unforgettable images, unique characters, and moving
story that keeps the pages turning until the end." The Chicago Defender calls
Sugar "aliterary explosion... McFadden reveals amazing talent."

A young prostitute comes to Bigelow, Arkansas, to start over, far from her
haunting past. Sugar moves next door to Pearl, who is still grieving for the
daughter who was murdered fifteen years before. Over sweet-potato pie, an
unlikely friendship begins, transforming both women's lives—and the life of an
entire town.

Sugar brings a Southern African-American town vividly to life, with its
flowering magnoliatrees, lingering scents of jasmine and honeysuckle, and white
picket fences that keep strangers out—but ignorance and superstition in. To read
this novel isto take ajourney through loss and suffering to a place of

forgiveness, understanding, and grace.

McFadden is the author of the novels Gathering of Waters, Glorious, and This
Bitter Earth.
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"Think Zora Neale Hurston... Sugar speaks of what isreal." —The Dallas Morning News

From an exciting new voice in African-American contemporary fiction comes a novel Ebony praised for its
"unforgettable images, unique characters, and moving story that keeps the pages turning until the end." The
Chicago Defender calls Sugar "aliterary explosion... McFadden reveals amazing talent."

A young prostitute comes to Bigelow, Arkansas, to start over, far from her haunting past. Sugar moves next
door to Pearl, who is till grieving for the daughter who was murdered fifteen years before. Over sweet-
potato pie, an unlikely friendship begins, transforming both women's lives—and the life of an entire town.

Sugar brings a Southern African-American town vividly to life, with its flowering magnoliatrees, lingering
scents of jasmine and honeysuckle, and white picket fences that keep strangers out—but ignorance and
superstition in. To read this novel isto take ajourney through loss and suffering to a place of forgiveness,
understanding, and grace.

McFadden is the author of the novels Gathering of Waters, Glorious, and This Bitter Earth.

Sugar: A Novel By BerniceL. McFadden Bibliography

. Sales Rank: #152508 in Books

- Published on: 2001-01-02

- Released on: 2001-01-02

- Original language: English

- Number of items: 1

- Dimensions: 7.96" h x .51" w x 5.40" |, .47 pounds
- Binding: Paperback

- 240 pages

i Download Sugar: A Novel ...pdf

@ Read Online Sugar: A Nove ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=0452282209

Download and Read Free Online Sugar: A Novel By Bernice L. McFadden

Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Bernice L. McFadden's first novel begins with the brief, poetic description of a crime so startling that the
reader is helplessly drawn in, asif abright red door stood gar on a bleak and forbidding house. Pearl
Taylor's daughter, Jude, has been found murdered and mutilated near afield at the edge of town. "The
murder had white man written all over it," writes McFadden. "But no one would say it above awhisper. It
was 1940. It was Bigelow, Arkansas. It was a black child. Need any more be said?' In the years that follow,
Pearl catches sight of Jude in so many strangers that when Sugar Lacey comes to town and sets up her
unwholesome "business' in the house next door, she doesn't know whether to believe what she seesin
Sugar's face: astriking similarity to Jude, dead 15 years. In her sedate but supple prose--rising at timesto a
light, unforced lyricism in the description of landscape or character--the author perfectly renders the closed
and protective society of asmall Southern town, the superstitions, gossip, and prying. Although the men of
Bigelow are happy enough to have Sugar around, the women do their best to drive her off. Only Pearl is
drawn to Sugar, managing to look beyond the rumors surrounding her new neighbor, whose dismal life, she
tells Pearl, "had no crossroads.” Eventually Pearl shows Sugar the ballerina-topped jewelry box in which she
keeps snapshots of her dead daughter.

Sugar lifted the lid and saw herself staring back at her. She jerked as if struck. Her hands were
shaking as she lifted the first of many pictures from the box. Jude rolling in the grass, Jude
swimming in the lake, Jude sleeping, Jude laughing. Sugar's head was swimming. If someone
had brought these pictures to her and said, 'Here you are in the life you can't recall,' she would
have believed every word of it and ignored the slight differences that remained between Jude
and herself. Jude's smaller nose and thinner lips, her rounder eyes and fuller brow. But the
smile was the same; sure and solid. Sugar knew that smile, it was her own.

Slowly, the secret connections between Jude and Sugar unfold against a backdrop of suspense and the return
of violence. Thisis an ambitious and feeling debut from a promising writer. --Regina Marler

From Publishers Weekly

With her eponymous anti-heroine, debut novelist M cFadden breaks the mold of a venerable stereotype. Here,
the hooker with a heart of gold is instead a hooker with a past so tarnished no amount of polishing can
change her fate. As ababy, Sugar is abandoned by her mother and raised by atrio of prostitutes who run an
Arkansas bordello. Turning tricks at age 12, and leaving town four years later to try her luck in St. Louis and
then Detroit, brings more degradation, along with an ever-hardening heart. Upon her mother's death in 1955,
Sugar iswilled amodest homein Bigelow, Ark., but when she moves into town, and supports herself the
only way she knows, the female population risesin wrath against her. All except Pearl, Sugar's next-door
neighbor, who more than a decade ago lost her beloved daughter, Jude, to a vicious rapist/murderer. Pearl is
struck by Sugar's uncanny likeness to Jude, and is determined to become Sugar's friend in spite of vocal
disapproval. Although the two women are oppositesin nearly every way, they bring out the best in each
other: Sugar convinces Pearl to loosen up and accompany her to a Saturday night juke joint, and Sugar
promises to go to church for two months of Sundays. Hypocritical gossip spreads among the townsfolk and
tension grows when it turns out that nearly every married man in Bigelow pays avisit to Sugar, leaving the
apparently frigid wives planning to run Sugar out of town. Pearl givesit her best shot to transform Sugar, but
both women's painful pasts come back to haunt them in a crescendo of violent reenactments, betrayals and
surprising revelations leading to a poignant, bittersweet ending. While hampered by aforced and compressed
backstory, a surfeit of maudlin moments and some overwriting that is inadvertently funny, this ambitious



first novel will appeal to readers who can appreciate Sugar's determination to come to terms with her past
and fashion aviable future. Agent, James Vines. (Feb.)
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

McFadden's debut novel is an earthy dlice of lifein asmall Southern town. When Sugar, a prostitute who
never had a chance for love or anormal life, moves into the house next door to Pearl, a matron who lost her
spirit after the murder of her daughter 15 years before, the two women form a bond strong enough to
withstand even the most vicious gossip. But secrets from both of their pasts may prove too much even for
these two compelling women, and Sugar must choose between her dreams for something better and the
people she has learned to love. M cFadden captures the full character of small-town life and the strengths and
weaknesses of its people. This novel of friendship and lossis an excellent addition to the growing body of
work by young African American writers. Recommended for al libraries.

---Ellen Flexman, Indianapolis-Marion Cty. P.L.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ivory Hughes:

Reading a guide can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
s0. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a publication will give you alot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Sugar: A Novel, you are able to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading areserve.

Shellie Toy:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but till relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition info. Even you love Sugar: A Novel, you may enjoy both. It is very good
combination right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang type isit? Oh occur its mind hangout guys.
What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Rebecca Whedler:

As auniversity student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library
or make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to
generally there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it isto get complicated. Book is very important to suit your



needs. Aswe know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Sugar: A Novel can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Raymond Dixon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news. Within
this modern eralike today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the Sugar: A Novel when you needed it?
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