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Genetically modified food, art in the form of a phosphorescent rabbit implanted
with jellyfish DNA, and robots that simulate human emotion would seem to be
evidence for the blurring boundary between the natural and the artificial. Yet
because the deeply rooted concept of nature functions as a cultural value, a social
norm, and a moral authority, we cannot simply dismiss the distinction between
art and nature as a nostalgic relic. Disentangling the cultural roots of many
current debates about new technologies, the essays in this volume examine
notions of nature and art as they have been defined and redefined in Western
culture, from the Hippocratic writers' ideas of physis and techn? and Aristotle's
designation of mimetic arts to nineteenth-century chemistry and twenty-first
century biomimetics. These essays -- by specialists of different periods and
various disciplines -- reveal that the division between nature and art has been
continually challenged and reassessed in Western thought. In antiquity, for
example, mechanical devices were seen as working "against nature"; centuries
later, Descartes not only claimed the opposite but argued that nature itself was
mechanical. Nature and art, the essays show, are mutually constructed, defining
and redefining themselves, partners in a continuous dance over the centuries.

Contributors:Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent, Horst Bredekamp, John Hedley
Brooke, Dennis Des Chene, Alan Gabbey, Anthony Grafton, Roald Hoffmann,
Thomas DaCosta Kaufmann, William R. Newman, Jessica Riskin, Heinrich Von
Staden, Francis Wolff, Mark J. Schiefsky
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Genetically modified food, art in the form of a phosphorescent rabbit implanted with jellyfish DNA, and
robots that simulate human emotion would seem to be evidence for the blurring boundary between the
natural and the artificial. Yet because the deeply rooted concept of nature functions as a cultural value, a
social norm, and a moral authority, we cannot simply dismiss the distinction between art and nature as a
nostalgic relic. Disentangling the cultural roots of many current debates about new technologies, the essays
in this volume examine notions of nature and art as they have been defined and redefined in Western culture,
from the Hippocratic writers' ideas of physis and techn? and Aristotle's designation of mimetic arts to
nineteenth-century chemistry and twenty-first century biomimetics. These essays -- by specialists of different
periods and various disciplines -- reveal that the division between nature and art has been continually
challenged and reassessed in Western thought. In antiquity, for example, mechanical devices were seen as
working "against nature"; centuries later, Descartes not only claimed the opposite but argued that nature
itself was mechanical. Nature and art, the essays show, are mutually constructed, defining and redefining
themselves, partners in a continuous dance over the centuries.
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Editorial Review

Review

"All too often, what is considered 'natural' assumes an absurdly idealized view of nature that owes more to
the delusions of Rousseau's romanticism than to any historically informed perspective. By revealing how
sophisticated, and yet how transitory, the distinctions have been in the past, this book is an appealingly
erudite invitation to begin the conversation." -- Philip Ball,  Nature

About the Author

Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent is Professor of History at the University of Paris X. She is the author of A
History of Chemistry and other books.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deloras Pinkston:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This The Artificial and the
Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology) is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Roberta Granger:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Artificial and the Natural: An
Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology) e-book written by
well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate
your own personal hunger then you still hesitation The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity
(Dibner Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology) as good book but not only by the cover
but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its deal with, so do you still
needing yet another sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Pearl Moore:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Artificial and the Natural: An
Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studies in the History of Science and Technology) can be the respond to,
oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Veronica Turner:

You may get this The Artificial and the Natural: An Evolving Polarity (Dibner Institute Studies in the
History of Science and Technology) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era
such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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