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At the beginning of this masterpiece of African literature, Clarence, a white man,
has been shipwrecked on the coast of Africa. Flush with self-importance, he
demands to see the king, but the king has just left for the south of his realm.
Traveling through an increasingly phantasmagoric landscape in the company of a
beggar and two roguish boys, Clarence is gradually stripped of his pretensions,
until he is sold to the royal harem as a slave. But in the end Clarence’s
bewildering journey is the occasion of a revelation, as he discovers the image,
both shameful and beautiful, of his own humanity in the alien splendor of the
king.
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Editorial Review

Review
“A classic work of modernism—a signal work in the African canon and one that every lover of literature will
admire and enjoy.”
—Henry Louis Gates Jr.

“One of the greatest of the African novels of the colonial period, Camara Laye’s The Radiance of the King
has delighted and puzzled generations of readers inside and outside the continent. The delight is in the humor
and elegance of the language and narrative. The puzzle lies in the book’s wonderfully unsettling end, which
calls on us all to respond with an interpretation of our own.”
—Kwame Anthony Appiah

“Allegorical, Kafkaesque and African in a unique way; it is a powerful and disturbing exploration of exile,
quest and reconciliation with a power greater than logic or reason.”
—The New York Times Book Review

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

About the Author
CAMARA LAYE (1928–1980) was born in Kouroussa, a large village on the river Niger in the French West
African colony of Upper Guinea. The Camaras are one of the oldest clans of the Malinke people, and
Camara Laye’s father, a goldsmith, was a man of considerable local authority. The eldest of seven children,
Camara spent his formative years in Koranic and French elementary schools before winning a scholarship to
study automobile engineering in Argenteuil, outside Paris. His precocious first book, the autobiographical
novel The Dark Child, was published in France in 1953 to great acclaim; it was followed a year later by his
masterpiece, The Radiance
of the King. In the late 1950s Camara Laye returned to Africa, where he worked in a variety of official
capacities for the government of newly independent Guinea, only to be driven into exile because of his
political outspokenness. Though his final years were overshadowed by illness and poverty, Camara Laye
completed two additional major works: Dramouss, a continuation of The Dark Child, and The Guardian of
the Word, a rendering into French of the great Malian epic Soundiata.

TONI MORRISON is the author of nine novels, among them The Bluest Eye, Beloved, Jazz, and Paradise.
Born in Ohio and a graduate of Howard and Cornell, she was the Robert F. Goheen Professor at Princeton
from 1989 to 2006. In 1993 she won the Nobel Prize in Literature.

JAMES KIRKUP (1918-2009) was a prolific English poet, translator and travel writer. He became a Fellow
of the Royal Society of Literature in 1962.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jamie Arellano:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Radiance of the King (New York Review Books Classics).
Try to the actual book The Radiance of the King (New York Review Books Classics) as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and knowledge with this book.

James Bauer:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for people. The book The Radiance of the King (New York
Review Books Classics) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take
more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The reserve The Radiance of the King (New
York Review Books Classics) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend
when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book The Radiance of the King (New York Review Books Classics). You never feel
lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

John Guenther:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Radiance of the King (New York Review Books
Classics) as your daily resource information.

Susan Belcher:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or
real their passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this The Radiance of the King (New York Review Books Classics) can
make you feel more interested to read.
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