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Just a generation ago the notion that holidays should be invested with ethical and
political significance would have sounded odd. Today it is part of the lifestyle
political landscape.

Volunteer tourism is indicative of the growth of lifestyle strategies intended to
exhibit care and responsibility towards others less fortunate, strategies aligned
closely with developing one’s ethical identity and sense of global responsibility.
It sits alongside telethons, pay-per-click, Fair Trade and ethical consumption
generally as a way to “make a difference”.

Volunteer tourism involves a personal mission to address the political question of
development. It draws upon the private virtues of care and responsibility and
disavows political narratives beyond this. Critics argue that this leaves the
volunteers as unwitting carriers of damaging neoliberal or postcolonial
assumptions, whilst advocates see it as offering creative and practical ways to
build a new ethical politics. By contrast, this volume analyses volunteer tourism
as indicative of a retreat from public politics into the realm of private experience,
and as an expression of diminished political and moral agency. 

This thought provoking book draws on development, political and sociological
theory and is essential reading for students, researchers and academics interested
in the phenomenon of volunteer tourism and the politics of lifestyle that it
represents.
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Just a generation ago the notion that holidays should be invested with ethical and political significance would
have sounded odd. Today it is part of the lifestyle political landscape.

Volunteer tourism is indicative of the growth of lifestyle strategies intended to exhibit care and responsibility
towards others less fortunate, strategies aligned closely with developing one’s ethical identity and sense of
global responsibility. It sits alongside telethons, pay-per-click, Fair Trade and ethical consumption generally
as a way to “make a difference”.

Volunteer tourism involves a personal mission to address the political question of development. It draws
upon the private virtues of care and responsibility and disavows political narratives beyond this. Critics argue
that this leaves the volunteers as unwitting carriers of damaging neoliberal or postcolonial assumptions,
whilst advocates see it as offering creative and practical ways to build a new ethical politics. By contrast, this
volume analyses volunteer tourism as indicative of a retreat from public politics into the realm of private
experience, and as an expression of diminished political and moral agency. 

This thought provoking book draws on development, political and sociological theory and is essential
reading for students, researchers and academics interested in the phenomenon of volunteer tourism and the
politics of lifestyle that it represents.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Butcher and Smith have provided the definitive unpacking and critical analysis of the mainstreaming
of volunteer tourism. Reading this book may change your life more than doing a gap year and will
make you think about volunteer tourism differently and with insight." – Professor Kevin Hannam,
Leeds Beckett University, UK

"Butcher and Smith’s fascinating study goes beyond the existing debates on volunteer tourism to
consider the changing nature of contemporary politics and international development. They explore
how volunteer tourism involves the search for social meaning against the shrinking of the public
political imagination. Volunteer tourism assumes significance because of how politics and development
have become re-orientated around projects of therapeutic self-realisation as opposed to national
material transformation. Indeed they suggest that volunteer tourism outsources the responsibilities of
cultivating global citizenship onto the South. The book raises important questions for those of us
seeking to understand North-South relations and politics today." – Dr Vanessa Pupavac, School of
Politics and International Relations, University of Nottingham, UK

About the Author

Jim Butcher teaches at Canterbury Christ Church University, UK. His research interests lie in the sociology
and politics of tourism.

Peter Smith teaches at St Mary's University, UK. His main areas of interest lie in the sociology of volunteer
and ecotourism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Sanders:

This Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international development (Contemporary Geographies of
Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will
get details which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific Volunteer
Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international development (Contemporary Geographies of Leisure,
Tourism and Mobility) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it become critical in



thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international
development (Contemporary Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international development (Contemporary
Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) having very good arrangement in word and also layout, so
you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jeffery Whitley:

The particular book Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international development (Contemporary
Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) will bring that you the new experience of reading the book.
The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to learn, this book very
suitable to you. The book Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of international development
(Contemporary Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) is much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Mary Benoit:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle politics of
international development (Contemporary Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility) or perhaps others
sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring
their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Volunteer Tourism: The
lifestyle politics of international development (Contemporary Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and
Mobility) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

John Razo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Volunteer Tourism: The lifestyle
politics of international development (Contemporary Geographies of Leisure, Tourism and Mobility).
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