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Piero Melograni here offers a wholly readable account of Mozart’s remarkable
life and times. This masterful biography proceeds from the young Mozart’s
earliest years as a wunderkind—the child prodigy who traveled with his family to
perform concerts throughout Europe—to his formative years in Vienna, where he
fully absorbed the artistic and intellectual spirit of the Enlightenment, to his
deathbed, his unfinished Requiem, and the mystery that still surrounds his burial.
Melograni’s deft use of Mozart’s letters throughout confers authority and vitality
to his recounting, and his expertise brings Mozart’s eighteenth-century milieu
evocatively to life. Written with a gifted historian’s flair for narrative and
unencumbered by specialized analyses of Mozart’s music, Melograni’s is the
most vivid and enjoyable biography of Mozart available.
     “Italian historian Piero Melograni delivers a charming biography. Expertly
grounded by the massive correspondence between Mozart and his highly
complex family, Melograni’s study benefits from its author’s keen understanding
of the changing social environments of the late eighteenth century.”—Todd B.
Sollis, Opera News
     “The idea that Mozart's achievements had nothing to do with self-discipline,
hard work, knowledge or intellect is deeply embedded in the popular image of his
genius, but Melograni . . . will have none of it, pointing out how hard Mozart
worked on his music, even as a child, and suggesting that the ‘eternal child’ view
was put about by . . . family members to emphasize Wolfgang's need for and
dependence on them.”—Sheila Fitzpatrick, London Review of Books
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Piero Melograni here offers a wholly readable account of Mozart’s remarkable life and times. This masterful
biography proceeds from the young Mozart’s earliest years as a wunderkind—the child prodigy who traveled
with his family to perform concerts throughout Europe—to his formative years in Vienna, where he fully
absorbed the artistic and intellectual spirit of the Enlightenment, to his deathbed, his unfinished Requiem,
and the mystery that still surrounds his burial. Melograni’s deft use of Mozart’s letters throughout confers
authority and vitality to his recounting, and his expertise brings Mozart’s eighteenth-century milieu
evocatively to life. Written with a gifted historian’s flair for narrative and unencumbered by specialized
analyses of Mozart’s music, Melograni’s is the most vivid and enjoyable biography of Mozart available.
     “Italian historian Piero Melograni delivers a charming biography. Expertly grounded by the massive
correspondence between Mozart and his highly complex family, Melograni’s study benefits from its author’s
keen understanding of the changing social environments of the late eighteenth century.”—Todd B. Sollis,
Opera News
     “The idea that Mozart's achievements had nothing to do with self-discipline, hard work, knowledge or
intellect is deeply embedded in the popular image of his genius, but Melograni . . . will have none of it,
pointing out how hard Mozart worked on his music, even as a child, and suggesting that the ‘eternal child’
view was put about by . . . family members to emphasize Wolfgang's need for and dependence on
them.”—Sheila Fitzpatrick, London Review of Books
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Editorial Review

Review
"Italian historian Piero Melograni delivers a charming biography. Expertly grounded by the massive
correspondence between Mozart and his highly complex family, Melograni's study benefits from its author's
keen understanding of the changing social environments of the late eighteenth century." - Todd B. Sollis,
Opera News "The idea that Mozart's achievements had nothing to do with self-discipline, hard work,
knowledge or intellect is deeply embedded in the popular image of his genius, but Melograni... will have
none of it, pointing out how hard Mozart worked on his music, even as a child, and suggesting that the
'eternal child' view was put about by... family members to emphasize Wolfgang's need for and dependence
on them." - Sheila Fitzpatrick, London Review of Books "[The book] is absorbing as a filial psychodrama,
depicting Mozart's slow emergence from the suffocating embrace of his father, Leopold, the quintessential
stage parent." - New York Times Book Review "This is one of the most engaging, vivid and well-written
biographies of Mozart around. As befits the work of an admired historian, the sense of time and place is
wonderfully alive and the elusive personality of his subject is captured with sympathy and genuine insight.
He has an engrossing story to tell, he knows it, and he tells it better than most. As a portrait, the book is a
triumphant success and deserves a wide readership." - Piano"

About the Author

Piero Melograni is the author of eighteen books, including Lenin and the Myth of World Revolution, and
most recently La guerra degli italiani, 1940–1945. Lydia G. Cochrane has translated numerous works from
Italian and French, including Luc Ferry’s What Is the Good Life?, also published by the University of
Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography. Try to the
actual book Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography as your close friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than in the past. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Tiffany Lyons:

The particular book Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography will bring that you the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography is
much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.



Lester Magno:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography this e-book consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how can the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.

Heidi Crenshaw:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. From
the book Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: A Biography we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Wolfgang Amadeus
Mozart: A Biography. You can more pleasing than now.
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