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An arrestingly drawn debut graphic novel, Baddawi is the story of a young boy
named Ahmad struggling to find his place in the world. It explores the childhood
of the author's father from a determinedly boy's-eye view. Ahmed was raised in
the refugee camp of Baddawi in northern Lebanon, one of many thousands of
children born to Palestinians who fled (or were expelled from) their homeland
during the 1948 war that established the state of Israel. Ahmad's dogged pursuit
of education and opportunity echoes the journey of the Palestinian people, as
they make the best of their existing circumstances while remaining determined to
one day return to their homeland.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 7 Up—Abdelrazaq's father, Ahmad, grew up as a refugee in Lebanon after his family fled Palestine in the
1940s, dividing his time between Baddawi, a refugee camp, and war-torn Beirut. Here, the author depicts
Ahmad's childhood and teenage experiences, from the celebration of Ramadan to nighttime raids of the
camp. The story builds on this mix of mundane, day-to-day moments and singular, devastating events to
create a picture of the life and struggles of a Palestinian refugee. This work is reminiscent of Marjane
Satrapi's Persepolis (Pantheon, 2003), as it illuminates the experiences of a young person caught up in a
country's political conflict, although the vignettes and historical explanations are less refined. Like
Persepolis, the events of Ahmad's story are also still very relevant today. Abdelrazaq's black-and-white
drawings are evocative, and Ahmad's tale serves as a solid foundation for an exploration of a part of the
Palestinian experience in the second half of the 20th century. A glossary provides some context, defining
Arab words and explaining key political players and places. VERDICT A student-friendly introduction to the
conflicts in the Middle East.

Review

"Ahmed is a boy living in a refugee camp in Lebanon and just one of many that had to flee his Palestinian
homeland during the war. His circumstances do not keep him from dreaming of opportunities or returning
home. The story of Ahmed is one that is relevant in today’s world but takes place in 1948." —Young Adult
Library Services Association

"It’s an important story, presenting a personal account of a seemingly endless conflict that is far too often
contextualized in terms of ideology, rather than human life. Historical context—the sectarian violence of
Lebanon in the ’70s—sheds light on key events often lost in the rhetoric, for a welcome look at the people
caught up in endless political strife." —Publishers Weekly

"At turns heartbreaking and humorous, this coming-of-age story is a must read. Leila Abdelrazaq tells the
story of her father Ahmad’s childhood growing up as a Palestinian refugee . . . . Abdelrazaq uses black and
white illustration to great effect, playing with negative and positive space. The book’s continuing relevance
makes it all the more powerful." —Allyce Amidon, Foreword Reviews

About the Author

Leila Abdelrazaq is a Chicago-based, Palestinian-American artist and organizer. She was a 2015 graduate
of DePaul University where she double majored in Theatre Arts and Arabic Studies. During her time at
DePaul, she served in their chapter of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), and on the National SJP
Steering Committee. When not drawing comics, studying Arabic, or working for justice for Palestinians,
Leila enjoys carpentry, painting, breaking things, and making a mess.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Malcolm Lee:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Baddawi to read.

Franklin Richter:

Here thing why this particular Baddawi are different and trusted to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good but it really depends in the content than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Baddawi
giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book
that similar with Baddawi. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing
in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Baddawi in e-book can be your choice.

Selma Lang:

The particular book Baddawi has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author. This articles author makes some research
prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
book.

William Matthews:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but in addition novel and Baddawi or maybe others sources were given
understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science
guide was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes Baddawi to make your spare time
far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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