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Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age the spread of
naturalistic worldviews and religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain
research, and robotics are clearing the way for the penetration of an objective
scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time,
we are witnessing an unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the
politicization of religious communities across the world. From a philosophical
perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests
postmetaphysical understanding of itself.
The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major
new book by Jrgen Habermas. On the one hand he argues for an appropriate
naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that does justice to the normative
character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate
interpretation of the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural
rationalization increasingly denounced by the champions of religious orthodoxies
as a historical development peculiar to the West. These reflections on the
enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under conditions of
postmetaphysical reason set the scene for an extended treatment the political
significance of religious tolerance and for a fresh contribution to current debates
on cosmopolitanism and a constitution for international society.
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Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age the spread of naturalistic worldviews and
religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain research, and robotics are clearing the way for the
penetration of an objective scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time, we are witnessing an
unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the politicization of religious communities across the
world. From a philosophical perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests postmetaphysical understanding of
itself.
The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major new book by Jrgen Habermas.
On the one hand he argues for an appropriate naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that does justice
to the normative character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate interpretation of
the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural rationalization increasingly denounced by the
champions of religious orthodoxies as a historical development peculiar to the West. These reflections on the
enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under conditions of postmetaphysical reason set
the scene for an extended treatment the political significance of religious tolerance and for a fresh
contribution to current debates on cosmopolitanism and a constitution for international society.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A remarkable set of essays. The reader is again awed by the scope of Habermas' project, the wealth of his
command over European and Anglo-American scholarship, and the systematic integrity of his conclusions."
International Journal for Philosophy of Religion

"[T]here is a rich material for reflection in these essays for those interested in a variety of topics, ranging
from philosophy of mind, questions of determinism and free will, the history of modern philosophy, and
problems of truth and meaning to the nature of democracy and the possibilities of a new world order.
Habermas manages to integrate his discussion of these diverse problems in a way which is regrettably not
common in English-speaking philosophy, and for this reason above all this is a book which is well worth
reading."
Philosophy

"The volume will be of interest to all students of social, moral and political philosophy as well as philosophy
of religion and philosophy of science."
Marx and Philosophy

"A major study by a prominent German philosopher reflecting on the tension between the spread of
naturalistic worldviews and the revival of religious orthodoxies and their political influence ... the arguments
elucidated are significant for our time."
Scientific and Medical Network

From the Back Cover
Two countervailing trends mark the intellectual tenor of our age – the spread of naturalistic worldviews and
religious orthodoxies. Advances in biogenetics, brain research, and robotics are clearing the way for the
penetration of an objective scientific self-understanding of persons into everyday life. For philosophy, this
trend is associated with the challenge of scientific naturalism. At the same time, we are witnessing an
unexpected revitalization of religious traditions and the politicization of religious communities across the
world. From a philosophical perspective, this revival of religious energies poses the challenge of a
fundamentalist critique of the principles underlying the modern Wests postmetaphysical understanding of
itself.

The tension between naturalism and religion is the central theme of this major new book by Jürgen
Habermas. On the one hand he argues for an appropriate naturalistic understanding of cultural evolution that
does justice to the normative character of the human mind. On the other hand, he calls for an appropriate
interpretation of the secularizing effects of a process of social and cultural rationalization increasingly
denounced by the champions of religious orthodoxies as a historical development peculiar to the West. These
reflections on the enduring importance of religion and the limits of secularism under conditions of
postmetaphysical reason set the scene for an extended treatment the political significance of religious
tolerance and for a fresh contribution to current debates on cosmopolitanism and a constitution for
international society.

About the Author



Jürgen Habermas is Professor of Philosophy Emeritus at the Johann Wolfgang Goethe University of
Frankfurt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Scott Barbour:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical
Essays will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
everything. But some of you think this open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why
they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Jeffrey Blough:

This Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays is great book for you because the content that
is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great organize word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having
Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small
right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you
still doubt that will?

Russell Diamond:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Between Naturalism and Religion:
Philosophical Essays can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

Ashley Robinette:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most effective book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Between Naturalism and Religion: Philosophical Essays. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other
place.
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