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Judges and legal scholars talk past one another, if they have any conversation at
all. Academics couch their criticisms of judicial decisions in theoretical terms,
which leads many judges?at the risk of intellectual stagnation?to dismiss most
academic discourse as opaque and divorced from reality. In Divergent Paths,
Richard Posner turns his attention to this widening gap within the legal
profession, reflecting on its causes and consequences and asking what can be
done to close or at least narrow it.

The shortcomings of academic legal analysis are real, but they cannot disguise
the fact that the modern judiciary has several serious deficiencies that academic
research and teaching could help to solve or alleviate. In U.S. federal courts,
which is the focus of Posner’s analysis of the judicial path, judges confront ever
more difficult cases, many involving complex and arcane scientific and
technological distinctions, yet continue to be wedded to legal traditions
sometimes centuries old. Posner asks how legal education can be made less
theory-driven and more compatible with the present and future demands of
judging and lawyering.

Law schools, he points out, have great potential to promote much-needed
improvements in the judiciary, but doing so will require significant changes in
curriculum, hiring policy, and methods of educating future judges. If law schools
start to focus more on practical problems facing the American legal system rather
than on debating its theoretical failures, the gulf separating the academy and the
judiciary will narrow.
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Judges and legal scholars talk past one another, if they have any conversation at all. Academics couch their
criticisms of judicial decisions in theoretical terms, which leads many judges?at the risk of intellectual
stagnation?to dismiss most academic discourse as opaque and divorced from reality. In Divergent Paths,
Richard Posner turns his attention to this widening gap within the legal profession, reflecting on its causes
and consequences and asking what can be done to close or at least narrow it.

The shortcomings of academic legal analysis are real, but they cannot disguise the fact that the modern
judiciary has several serious deficiencies that academic research and teaching could help to solve or
alleviate. In U.S. federal courts, which is the focus of Posner’s analysis of the judicial path, judges confront
ever more difficult cases, many involving complex and arcane scientific and technological distinctions, yet
continue to be wedded to legal traditions sometimes centuries old. Posner asks how legal education can be
made less theory-driven and more compatible with the present and future demands of judging and lawyering.

Law schools, he points out, have great potential to promote much-needed improvements in the judiciary, but
doing so will require significant changes in curriculum, hiring policy, and methods of educating future
judges. If law schools start to focus more on practical problems facing the American legal system rather than
on debating its theoretical failures, the gulf separating the academy and the judiciary will narrow.
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Editorial Review

Review
[Posner’s] caustic wit and brutal candidness are on fine display in [his] latest book, a trenchant dissection of
both the academy and the judiciary’s flaws…Equal parts edifying and entertaining, Divergent Paths is surely
the funniest book you will ever read by a sitting federal judge. (Mark Joseph Stern Slate 2016-01-14)

The great strength of Divergent Paths?and the principal reason it should command the attention of readers?is
Posner’s candid, compelling and accessible assault on legal formalism (and its kissing cousins, originalism,
textualism, literalism, and canons of construction), the dominant method used by federal judges. (Glenn C.
Altschuler Huffington Post 2016-01-14)

Divergent Paths should certainly be of considerable interest to anyone interested in public policy and
academic issues. And anyone interested in the American legal system, at any and all its levels (but especially
that of the federal courts), should find themselves very entertained and hopefully helpfully provoked by
Posner’s book. (M. A. Orthofer Complete Review 2015-12-25)

Divergent Paths is a valuable contribution to debates over the future of federal courts and law schools
alike…Posner is, as always, uniformly sensible and frequently brilliant. (Kermit Roosevelt New York Times
Book Review 2016-01-29)

About the Author
Richard A. Posner is Circuit Judge, the United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, and a senior
lecturer at the University of Chicago Law School.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph McNeal:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Divergent Paths: The Academy and the
Judiciary will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

June Weiss:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book Divergent Paths: The Academy and the
Judiciary had been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The e-book Divergent Paths: The Academy and the Judiciary is
not only giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You



can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Divergent Paths:
The Academy and the Judiciary. You never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Randy Acevedo:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Divergent Paths: The Academy
and the Judiciary is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Maria Simmons:

This Divergent Paths: The Academy and the Judiciary is great publication for you because the content that is
full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This
book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside. So if
you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Divergent Paths:
The Academy and the Judiciary in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right
but this e-book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?
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