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Seminar paper from the year 2009 in the subject English Language and Literature
Studies - Literature, grade: 2,0, University of Kassel (Fachbereich fur Sprach-
und Literaturwissenschaften), course: Schakespeare, language: English, abstract:
Female characters play an important role for the dramatic run of eventsin
Shakespeare' s plays. Just asin reality, women of Shakespeare’ s dramas have
been bound to rules and conventions of the patriarchal Elizabethan era.
Therefore, it was very common back in Elizabethan England to compel woman
into marriagesin order to receive power, legacy, dowry or land in exchange.
Even though the Queen herself was an unmarried woman, the roles of woman in
society were extremely restricted. Single women have been the property of their
fathers and handed over to their future husbands through marriage.

In Elizabethan time, women were considered as the weaker sex and dangerous,
because their sexuality was supposedly mystic and therefore feared by men.
Women of that erawere supposed to represent virtues like obedience, silence,
sexual chastity, piety, humility, constancy, and patience.

All these virtues, of course, have their meaning in relationship to men.

Therole alocation in Elizabethan society was strictly regulated; men were the
breadwinners and woman had to be obedient housewives and mothers.
However, within this deprived, tight and organized scope, women have been
represented in most diverse ways in Shakespearean Drama.

The construction of femal e charactersin Shakespeare's plays reflects the
Elizabethan image of woman in general. For all that, Shakespeare supports the
English Renaissance stereotypes of genders, their roles and responsibilitiesin
society, he also puts their representations into question, challenges, and also
revises them.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Ruth M ahan:

The experience that you get from Feminist Criticism: Female Characters in Shakespeare' s Plays Othello and
Hamlet will be the more deep you digging the information that hide in the words the more you get interested
in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Feminist Criticism: Female Characters
in Shakespeare' s Plays Othello and Hamlet giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the
author of this e-book iswell-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it
is easy to understand then can go aong, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having that Feminist Criticism: Female Characters in Shakespeare' s Plays Othello and Hamlet instantly.

Kim McLoughlin:

The guide with title Feminist Criticism: Female Characters in Shakespeare' s Plays Othello and Hamlet has a
lot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you throughout
new era of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Elliott Townsend:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with palsisthing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Feminist Criticism: Female
Characters in Shakespeare’ s Plays Othello and Hamlet, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination
right, you still desireto missit? What kind of hang-out type isit? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Rebecca Beal:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update
of news. In this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.



From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just seeking the Feminist Criticism: Female Characters in Shakespeare' s Plays Othello and Hamlet
when you needed it?
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