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"I had heard about this book for years. The person who put the word out, at least
in lay circles, was probably Luigi Barzini, in The Italians (1964). Praising his
countrymen's gift for talking with their hands, Barzini lamented that so little had
been written on this subject. To his knowledge, only one person?Andrea de Jorio,
a Neapolitan priest?had attempted a lexicon of Italian hand gestures, in an 1832
volume entitled La Mimica degli antichi investigata nel gestire napoletano....
Barzini offered a little sample.... Upon reading [it], you felt that if you could not
get hold of de Jorio's book immediately, you would bite your elbows.... [N]ot
until this year was de Jorio's treatise brought out in English. The translation, the
copious notes, and the long, helpful introduction... [are] a source of wisdom and
delight." ?Joan Acocella, New York Review of Books

"The twentieth century found little time for de Jorio's pioneering work until
recently, when the rise of semiotics combined with an interest among art
historians in gesture to invest his achievement with an importance that not even
he could have imagined. Even so, this book has been more often cited than read.
In view of its immense relevance to contemporary studies of gesture in the
context of language and culture, it is surprising that we have had to wait so long
for a translation into English. Adam Kendon has now given us the first complete,
annotated rendering of [de Jorio's book]. Kendon himself is an established leader
in the new scientific approach to the study of gesture." ?G.W. Bowersock, The
New Republic

Andrea de Jorio's La mimica degli antichi investigata nel gestire napoletano
(‘Gestural Expression of the Ancients in the light of Neapolitan gesturing'), was
first published in Naples in 1832. It soon became famous for its descriptions and
depictions of Neapolitan gestures, but it is only with the recent expansion of
scholarly interest in gesture that its true importance has come to be recognized. It
is the first book ever written which presents what is, in effect, an ethnographic
study of gesture. Treating gesture as a culturally established communicative
code, analogous to language, the book sets out to describe, with reference to an
explicitly defined cultural group, the gestural expressions of ordinary people as
these are used in everyday life. It also deals with numerous issues important for
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any semiotics of gesture, such as the question of the relationship between
physical form and meaning, the problem of how to present a description of the
gestural repertoire of a community in a consistent manner, the importance of
context for the interpretation of gesture, how gestures may be combined, how
they develop as metaphorical expressions, among many others.

Andrea de Jorio (1769-1851) was a cleric and a Canon of the Cathedral of
Naples, but he was also an archaeologist and a curator at the Royal Borbonic
Museum (today the National Archaeological Museum) in that city. He was an
expert on Greek vases and intimately involved in all aspects of archaeology then
developing in relation to the excavations at Herculaneum, Pompeii, Pozzuoli,
Cuma and other sites within the district of Naples. He believed that the ordinary
people of Naples had preserved in their culture the traditions of the ancient Greek
founders of the city. For this reason he supposed that an understanding of
contemporary gestural expression would be useful in interpreting the gestures
and bodily postures depicted in the frescoes, mosaics, sculptures, and painted
vases of Greco-Roman antiquity that had come to light from the excavations near
Naples and elsewhere. Thus he was led to describe the gesturing of contemporary
Neapolitans as fully as possible.
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developing in relation to the excavations at Herculaneum, Pompeii, Pozzuoli, Cuma and other sites within
the district of Naples. He believed that the ordinary people of Naples had preserved in their culture the
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Editorial Review

Review

The Lancet

"This work by Andrea de Jorio, first published in Naples in 1832, is regarded as a classic by
those with a scholarly interest in gesture since it was the first ethnographic study of the subject... Wisely,
Kendon has retained the period flavour of the text and not attempted to render de Jorio into modern English.
Certainly, both Adam Kendon and the Indiana University Press are to be congratulated for undertaking this
project in view of the fact that this is something of niche market. I was delighted to be given the opportunity
to review it." ?The Lancet

About the Author

Adam Kendon is well known for his work on gesture and the organization of communication conduct in
face-to-face interaction. He is the author of Sign Languages of Aboriginal Australia (1988), Conducting
Interaction (1990), and numerous articles on gesture. His research has been supported by the National
Science Foundation, Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, and the Istituto Italiano per gli
Studi Filosofici. He has been a fellow of the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Gesture in
Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
recognize beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Scott Duran:

Here thing why this Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of are different and
trustworthy to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical
Antiquity: A Translation of giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no guide that similar with Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A



Translation of. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in area, café, or even in your way home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book
maybe the form of Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of in e-book can be
your choice.

Effie Steger:

This book untitled Gesture in Naples and Gesture in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Jessie Davis:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Gesture in Naples and Gesture
in Classical Antiquity: A Translation of is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book.
It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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