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Scholar and iconoclast Andrew Ross spent a year living in the much scrutinized,
and often demonized, Celebration--the picture-perfect town that Disney is
building for 20,000 people in the swamp and scrub of central Florida. Lavishly
planned with a downtown center and newly minted antique homes, and front-
loaded with an ultraprogressive school, hospital, and high-tech infrastructure,
Celebration was to offer afresh start in aworld gone wrong. Y et behind the
picket fences, gleaming facades, and "Kodak moment" streetscapes, Ross
discovered areal place with real problems, and not atheme park village cooked
up by the Imagineers. Compelling and wide-ranging in its analysis, The
Celebration Chronicles provides a startlingly fresh perspective on the link
between contemporary urban planning and corporate bottom lines.
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Scholar and iconoclast Andrew Ross spent ayear living in the much scrutinized, and often demonized,
Celebration--the picture-perfect town that Disney is building for 20,000 people in the swamp and scrub of
central Florida. Lavishly planned with a downtown center and newly minted antique homes, and front-loaded
with an ultraprogressive school, hospital, and high-tech infrastructure, Celebration was to offer afresh start
in aworld gone wrong. Y et behind the picket fences, gleaming facades, and "Kodak moment" streetscapes,
Ross discovered areal place with real problems, and not a theme park village cooked up by the Imagineers.
Compelling and wide-ranging in its analysis, The Celebration Chronicles provides a startlingly fresh
perspective on the link between contemporary urban planning and corporate bottom lines.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In The Celebration Chronicles, Andrew Ross has written a moving and subtle account of his yearlong stay at
Disney's glistening suburban development in Celebration, Florida. Readers might expect that Ross, the
director of American studies at New Y ork University and a devoted urbanite, would contribute to both the
fashionable sport of Disney bashing and the tired genre of suburban reproof. But, like an anthropologist gone
native, Ross immersed himself in the community, interviewing dozens of the 20,000 residents, volunteering
at the local school, and finding himself pleasantly surprised when his subjects had christened him an
honorary Celebrationite.

Celebration, Ross argues, isthe latest in along line of utopian communities built to realize the American
dream. Many wealthy and eager romantics flocked to the town with afaith that Disney magic would fulfill
their hopes for a perfect community (and increase their property values). When the majority of these people
found their dreams dashed against the corporation’s bottom line, however, they engaged in grass roots
activism that did more to bring their community together than any of the schemes from Disney "imagineers."
Moving from a cogent analysis of the town to a multifaceted consideration of the environmental implications
of American liberty, The Celebration Chronicles is a masterpiece of American studies scholarship. As astute
asit isreadable, Ross's book shows how Celebration's high-octane pursuit of happiness resulted in alimited
civic culture and contributed to an overall ecological catastrophe that continues to worsen with each new
drive toward the American dream. --James Highfill

From Publishers Weekly

The object of unrelenting media scrutiny since its inception in 1996, the small, Disney-built town of
Celebration, Fla,, has, according to Ross, been portrayed as either areal-life embodiment of a Disney fantasy
of good, clean American values or as a haven for slavish Disney devotees who fall in line like dutiful
Stepford wives. Like Douglas Frantz and Catherine Collins, whose Celebration, U.S.A. (Forecasts, July 26)
records 12 months in the life of the town, Ross lived there for a year and came away with mixed fedings.
The director of the American Studies program at NY U, Ross points out that the one thing most vividly
separating Celebration from other communities is the glare of the media: perennially aware that they're under
scrutiny, residents are subject to "performance anxiety" and tend to be highly self-conscious about their
actions and decisions. While Disney's ideas about desirable urban designAwhich include such features as
Muzak continually piped into the main street from speakers hidden beneath the palm treesAdo suggest a
sugar-coated utopia, most of the residents Ross encountered were seeking an alternative to the isolating
design of traditional suburbia. In this respect, Ross believes, Celebration is at least "a step in the right
direction." Though Frantz and Collins more vividly describe the community and its residents, Ross's writing
is refreshingly unacademic as he adroitly analyzes both the various upheavals plaguing this fledgling town
and the day-to-day lives of Celebrationites of all ages, providing an astute |ook at a notable, if in some
respects surreal, experiment in community building. (Sept.)

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Entertaining . . . Insightful . . . Rossis araconteur with delicious--and telling--anecdotes."
--The New York Times Book Review

"Our first astronaut-in-residence on Planet Disney returns with astonishing tales of its strange life-forms and



customs. As an explorer of brave new worlds, Ross is a shrewd cross between Jonathan Swift and C. Wright
Mills."
--MIKE DAVIS

Bestselling author of Ecology of Fear and City of Quartz

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Donna Cook:

The publication with title The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Property Valuein
Disney's New Town has alot of information that you can study it. Y ou can get alot of benefit after read this
book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the
condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world.
This kind of book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Bonnie Abramowitz;

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
loved ones or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the
whole day to reading areserve. The book The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Property Value in Disney's New Town it is quite good to read. There are alot of those who recommended
this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to deliver this
book you can buy typically the e-book. Y ou can mQore quickly to read this book out of your smart phone.
The price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Bernard Taylor:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Property Vauein Disney's New Town
your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for
but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a reserve then become one
type conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The The Celebration Chronicles: Life,
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Property Value in Disney's New Town giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us
show you the relaxing pattern thisis your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time
activity?



Cynthia Cisneros:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. Y ou can choose the book The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty, and
the Pursuit of Property Vauein Disney's New Town to make your own reading is interesting. Y our personal
skill of reading expertise is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It isto be very first opinion for
you to like to available a book and study it. Beside that the e-book The Celebration Chronicles: Life, Liberty,
and the Pursuit of Property Valuein Disney's New Town can to be your brand new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of thistime.
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