
The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical
Wisdom Literature

By Roland E. Murphy

The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature By Roland
E. Murphy

Since 1990 Roland Murphy's Tree of Life has been a standard introduction to the
wisdom literature of the Bible. Now The Tree of Life is available in a third
edition, complete with a new preface by the author and a special supplement that
surveys the latest developments in wisdom research.

This superb study thoroughly explores the wisdom writings of the Bible,
interpreting this literature in a way that illumines the development of Israel's
search for wisdom throughout its tumultuous history. Murphy looks at each
wisdom book individually -- Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiasticus, and
Wisdom of Solomon -- and adds to them a discussion of wisdom from other parts
of the Old Testament. His careful investigations expose the various guises that
wisdom adopts -- the "fear of the Lord," moral formation, the universality of
human experience, the mysteries of creation, and others.
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This superb study thoroughly explores the wisdom writings of the Bible, interpreting this literature in a way
that illumines the development of Israel's search for wisdom throughout its tumultuous history. Murphy
looks at each wisdom book individually -- Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiasticus, and Wisdom of
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
This excellent commentary by a leading Roman Catholic biblical scholar provides clearly written and up-to-
date research and interpretation of biblical books that reflect on daily human experience of a world created
by God--a contrast from the holy history approach of most of the rest of Hebrew scripture. Murphy examines
Proverbs, Job, Ecclesiastes, Ecclesiasticus or Ben Sira, and Wisdom of Solomon in detail, examines other
passages of scripture that are "wisdom's echoes," and reflects on themes and meanings. Essential for
academic, seminary, and large public libraries.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

Walter Brueggemann
"An amazingly discerning and helpful book."

Hebrew Studies
"Murphy is one of the acclaimed doyens of the study of biblical literature. . . . This is a rich escort, providing
many worthwhile insights into the wisdom literature."

Catholic Library World
"Murphy combines sound scholarship with a rich pedagogical approach. . . . This book can be recommended
in every way. It provides a sure path for the uninitiated and may even provide new insights for the expert."

Religious Studies Review
"Murphy's wide reading and balanced judgment enrich the additions to each of the nine chapters,
conveniently linked to page numbers in the earlier book."

The Bible Today
"A fine text for a survey of the material."

Theological Book Review (U.K.)
"This admirably structured work should be an essential purchase for biblical libraries, and a valuable
resource for any serious student working in the area. Strongly recommended."

Journal of Semitic Studies
"A standard introduction to the Israelite wisdom literature."

Review of Biblical Literature
"Highly recommended for both collegiate and graduate school students. Unquestionably, this work is one of
the finest introductions to Israel's wisdom literature in print."

About the Author

(1917–2002) Roland E. Murphy was George Washington Ivey Professor of Biblical Studies Emeritus at
Duke University and adjunct professor of biblical studies at the Washington Theological Union.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different
you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the
entire day to reading a guide. The book The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading
this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can
m0ore quickly to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides
high quality.

Eric Fincher:

The reason why? Because this The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature is an
unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were being you I
will go to the book store hurriedly.

Glen Hoffman:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this The Tree of Life: An Exploration of
Biblical Wisdom Literature guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question The Tree of Life: An
Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content.
This is one guide that can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening
to one more sixth sense.

Lois Wiggins:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, mainly because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon.



The The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.
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