
A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to
Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth
Century Literature)

By Julia Kuehn

A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in
Nineteenth Century Literature) By Julia Kuehn

Many well-known male writers produced fictions about colonial spaces and
discussed the advantages of realism over romance, and vice versa, in the ‘art of
fiction’ debate of the 1880s; but how did female writers contribute to colonial
fiction?

This volume links fictional, non-fictional and pictorial representations of a
colonial otherness with the late nineteenth-century artistic concerns about
representational conventions and possibilities. The author explores these texts
and images through the postcolonial framework of ‘exoticism’, arguing that the
epistemological dilemma of a ‘self’ encountering an ‘other’ results in the
interrelated predicament to find poetic modalities – mimetic, realistic and
documentary on the one hand; romantic, fantastic and picturesque on the other –
that befit an ‘exotic’ representation. Thus women writers did not only participate
in the making of colonial fictions but also in the late nineteenth-century artistic
debate about the nature of fiction.

This book maps the epistemological concerns of exoticism and of difference –
self and other, home and away, familiarity and strangeness – onto the
representational modes of realism and romance. The author focuses exclusively
on female novelists, travel writers and painters of the turn-of-the-century exotic,
and especially on neglected authors of academically under-researched genres
such as the bestselling novel and the travelogue.
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Many well-known male writers produced fictions about colonial spaces and discussed the advantages of
realism over romance, and vice versa, in the ‘art of fiction’ debate of the 1880s; but how did female writers
contribute to colonial fiction?

This volume links fictional, non-fictional and pictorial representations of a colonial otherness with the late
nineteenth-century artistic concerns about representational conventions and possibilities. The author explores
these texts and images through the postcolonial framework of ‘exoticism’, arguing that the epistemological
dilemma of a ‘self’ encountering an ‘other’ results in the interrelated predicament to find poetic modalities –
mimetic, realistic and documentary on the one hand; romantic, fantastic and picturesque on the other – that
befit an ‘exotic’ representation. Thus women writers did not only participate in the making of colonial
fictions but also in the late nineteenth-century artistic debate about the nature of fiction.

This book maps the epistemological concerns of exoticism and of difference – self and other, home and
away, familiarity and strangeness – onto the representational modes of realism and romance. The author
focuses exclusively on female novelists, travel writers and painters of the turn-of-the-century exotic, and
especially on neglected authors of academically under-researched genres such as the bestselling novel and
the travelogue.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Julia Kuehn is Associate Professor at the University of Hong Kong where she teaches courses on
nineteenth-century British literature and culture. She has published widely on women’s, popular and Empire
fiction, as well as on travel writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Justin Fernandez:

Here thing why that A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth
Century Literature) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. A Female Poetics
of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth Century Literature) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no reserve that
similar with A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth Century
Literature). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like
in park your car, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing
the imprinted book maybe the form of A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies
in Nineteenth Century Literature) in e-book can be your alternative.

Barbie Brookins:

The book untitled A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth
Century Literature) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means.
The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can
easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice study.

William Delacruz:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this book. This A Female Poetics of Empire: From
Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth Century Literature) is simple to create you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book,
you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your



smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alice Concannon:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the A Female Poetics of Empire: From Eliot to Woolf (Routledge Studies in Nineteenth Century
Literature) when you required it?
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