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The Brewster B-339 Buffalo received much criticism during its brief service with
the RAF, some justified, some not. Some of the pilots who eventually flew it in
combat were happy with their mounts, others hated it as an operational fighter.

Rightly considered below par for service in the UK, the vast majority of the 170
aircraft acquired by the RAF Purchasing Commission from the United States was
diverted for use in the Far East, where it was believed they would be superior to
any Japanese aircraft encountered should hostilities break out there.

This assessment was to prove tragically very incorrect. When war did erupt, the
Japanese Army Air Force - with its highly maneuverable Ki-27 and Ki-43
fighters - and the Japanese Navy Air Force equipped with the mighty A6M Zero,
proved vastly superior in just about all aspects, and many of the Japanese fighter
pilots were veterans of the war against China.

By contrast, the majority of the young British, New Zealand, and Australian
pilots who flew the Buffalo on operations in Malaya and at Singapore were little
more than trainees, and many flew into battle with only the basic training of their
trade.

Nonetheless, these fledgling fighter pilots achieved much greater success than
could have been anticipated, although many paid with their lives.

This is their story, complete with appendices and previously unpublished source
material and photographs.
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Rightly considered below par for service in the UK, the vast majority of the 170 aircraft acquired by the RAF
Purchasing Commission from the United States was diverted for use in the Far East, where it was believed
they would be superior to any Japanese aircraft encountered should hostilities break out there.

This assessment was to prove tragically very incorrect. When war did erupt, the Japanese Army Air Force -
with its highly maneuverable Ki-27 and Ki-43 fighters - and the Japanese Navy Air Force equipped with the
mighty A6M Zero, proved vastly superior in just about all aspects, and many of the Japanese fighter pilots
were veterans of the war against China.

By contrast, the majority of the young British, New Zealand, and Australian pilots who flew the Buffalo on
operations in Malaya and at Singapore were little more than trainees, and many flew into battle with only the
basic training of their trade.

Nonetheless, these fledgling fighter pilots achieved much greater success than could have been anticipated,
although many paid with their lives.

This is their story, complete with appendices and previously unpublished source material and photographs.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Brian Cull specializes in Aviation History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Pauline Stern:

This Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over Malaya
and the East Indies 1941-1942 book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF,
RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942 without we
realize teach the one who reading through it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't end up
being worry Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over
Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942 can bring any time you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This
Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over Malaya and
the East Indies 1941-1942 having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Jackie Peters:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Buffaloes Over
Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over Malaya and the East Indies
1941-1942 suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in Action Over
Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942is the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever
know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Tia Sargent:

The publication untitled Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in
Action Over Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942 is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can
see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained
their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when
write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also



might get the e-book of Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in
Action Over Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Terry Snider:

The e-book with title Buffaloes Over Singapore: RAF, RAAF, RNZAF and Dutch Brewster Fighters in
Action Over Malaya and the East Indies 1941-1942 contains a lot of information that you can understand it.
You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information
that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you with new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere you want.
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