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Few literary works have been so variously interpreted as Nikolai Gogol’s
enduring comic masterpiece, Dead Souls.

This Norton Critical Edition reprints the text of the acclaimed George Reavey
translation, which has been fully annotated for undergraduate readers.

"Backgrounds" contains not only Gogol’s correspondence relevant to the novel
but also the four formal letters that set forth his views on the work.

The editor has also included a useful chronology of Gogol’s life and an
invaluable table of ranks in czarist Russia.

A wide range of criticism includes Robert Maguire’s general overview of
Gogol’s criticism; two nineteenth-century Russian appraisals; Donald Fanger’s
brilliant essay; and a broad spectrum of twentieth-century Russian critical
opinion.

It features, as well, essays by Vladimir Nabokov and Edmund Wilson.

The Russian essays have been translated specially for this Norton Critical
Edition.

A Selected Bibliography directs readers to resources for further study.
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English, Russian (translation)

From the Back Cover
"I want to show all Russia in this novel", wrote Nikolai Gogol to Alexander Pushkin as he began writing
Dead Souls in 1835. Published seven years later, Gogol's sardonic, bizarre tale revolves around Pavel
Ivanovich Chichikov, a mystifying swindler who travels through provincial Russia trafficking in "souls" -
those serfs who, even if dead, could still be bought and sold for profit. Though Gogol never realized his full
ambition for Dead Souls - it helped propel him into insanity and he burned the second part of the book - the
work endures as one of the most dazzling pieces of fiction ever written.

About the Author
Nikolai Gogol (1809–1852) was a novelist and political satirist. The author of Dead Souls and The Overcoat,
he was one of Russia’s greatest writers.

George Gibian was Goldwin Smith Professor of Russian and Comparative Literature at Cornell University.
His honors include Fulbright, Guggenheim, American Philosophical Society, and Rockefeller Foundation
fellowships. He was the author of The Man in the Black Coat: Russia’s Lost Literature of the Absurd, The
Interval of Freedom: Russian Literature During the Thaw, and Tolstoj and Shakespeare. He was the editor of
the Norton Critical Editions of Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina and War and Peace, and Gogol’s Dead Souls, and of
the Viking Penguin Portable Nineteenth-Century Russian Reader. Professor Gibian’s articles have appeared
in the Wall Street Journal, The New Republic, the Christian Science Monitor, and Newsday, among others.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Singleton:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Dead Souls (Norton Critical
Editions). All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Mattie Regan:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important for us. The book Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions) ended up being
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is extremely
advantages for you. The publication Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions) is not only giving you much more
new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your spend time
to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions). You



never sense lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Raymond Floyd:

This Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions) are reliable for you who want to become a successful person,
why. The key reason why of this Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions) can be on the list of great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that
perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you
go and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Dead Souls
(Norton Critical Editions) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you
trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in
reading.

Scott Hicks:

You will get this Dead Souls (Norton Critical Editions) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means
of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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