Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other
Shiite Rituals (Enactments)

From Seagull Books

Read Online ©

Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) From
Seagull Books

Over the centuries, observances of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic
calendar, have traveled far from their origins at Karbala—a windswept desert
plain that is now atown in present-day Irag—where, according to tradition,
Hussein, the beloved grandson of Prophet Muhammad, was brutally put to death
together with seventy-two of his male companions on the tenth day of the month.
For thisreason, Muharram is synonymous with both the first month and the tenth
day. Hussein's passion and death are considered the ultimate example of sacrifice
for Shia Muslims and scores of rituals devoted to Muharram have devel oped
during the last thirteen centuries, especialy in Iran where Twelver Shi’ism
became the state religion in the sixteenth century.

As Peter Chelkowski describes in Eternal Performance, many of these rituals
were exported to other lands over time. They crossed boundaries and cultures
from Iran and Iraq to Lebanon, the Indian subcontinent, North America, and the
Caribbean. Yet all Muharram rituals, no matter where or how they are performed,
have their originsin Karbala. The transformation and transmission of these
observances to their present-day forms around the world are the result of the
intersection of multiple races, religions, and artistic traditions. Eternal
Performance explores the social, political, cultural, artistic, and religious
significance of Muharram rituals for millions of global observers.
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Over the centuries, observances of Muharram, the first month of the Islamic calendar, have traveled far from
their origins at Karbala—a windswept desert plain that is now atown in present-day Irag—where, according
to tradition, Hussein, the bel oved grandson of Prophet Muhammad, was brutally put to death together with
seventy-two of his male companions on the tenth day of the month. For this reason, Muharram is
synonymous with both the first month and the tenth day. Hussein' s passion and death are considered the
ultimate example of sacrifice for Shia Muslims and scores of rituals devoted to Muharram have devel oped
during the last thirteen centuries, especialy in Iran where Twelver Shi’ism became the state religion in the
sixteenth century.

As Peter Chelkowski describesin Eternal Performance, many of these rituals were exported to other lands
over time. They crossed boundaries and cultures from Iran and Iraq to Lebanon, the Indian subcontinent,
North America, and the Caribbean. Y et all Muharram rituals, no matter where or how they are performed,
have their originsin Karbala. The transformation and transmission of these observances to their present-day
forms around the world are the result of the intersection of multiple races, religions, and artistic traditions.
Eternal Performance explores the socia, political, cultural, artistic, and religious significance of Muharram
rituals for millions of global observers.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Peter J. Chelkowski is professor of Middle Eastern and Islamic studies at New Y ork University. Heisthe
author of Mirror of the Invisible World and Ta' ziyeh: Ritual and Drama in Iran, among other works. He has
been the recipient of awards and fellowships from the American Association of University Presses; the
Smithsonian Institute; the Hoover Institute on War, Revolution, and Peace Fellowship; and the Social
Science Research Council .

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kim Armstrong:

This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) book is absolutely not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals
(Enactments) without we comprehend teach the one who looking at it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) can
bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you can have it
in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals
(Enactments) having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Mary Buss:

This Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments) are reliable for you who want to be
considered a successful person, why. The main reason of this Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite
Rituals (Enactments) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just
simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in
e-book and printed types. Beside that this Eternal Performance; Taziyeh and Other Shiite Rituals
(Enactments) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it and enjoy reading.

Fanny Rutledge:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching



TV, or even playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It isreally fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read
you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Eternal Performance: Taziyeh and Other Shiite
Rituals (Enactments) it is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. We
were holding enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space bringing this book you can
buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis
not very costly but this book features high quality.

CharlesWagoner:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of habby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
also know that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou need to understand
that reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update with regards to something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Eternal Performance: Taziyeh
and Other Shiite Rituals (Enactments).
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