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This book examines gender, state and social power in Indonesia, focusing in
particular on state regulation of divorce from 1965 to 2005 and its impact on
women. Indonesia experienced high divorce rates in the 1950s and 1960s,
followed by a remarkable decline. Already falling divorce rates were reinforced
by the 1974 Marriage Law, which for the first time regulated marriage for both
Muslim and non-Muslim Indonesians and restricted access to divorce. This law
defined the roles of men and women in Indonesian society, vesting household
leadership with husbands and the management of the household with wives.
Drawing on a wide selection of primary sources, including court records, legal
codes, newspaper reports, fiction, interviews and case studies, this book provides
a detailed historical account of this period of important social change, exploring
fully the impact and operation of state regulation of divorce, including the New
Order government’s aims in enacting this legal framework, its effects in practice
and how it was utilised by citizens (both men and women) to advance their own
agendas. It argues that the Marriage Law was a tool of social control enacted by
the New Order government in response to the social upheaval and protests
experienced in the mid 1970s. However, it also shows that state power was not
hegemonic: it was both contested and co-opted by citizens, with men and women
enjoying different degrees of autonomy from the state. This book explores all of
these issues, providing important insights on the nature of the New Order regime,
social power and gender relations, both during the years of its rule and since its
collapse.
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This book examines gender, state and social power in Indonesia, focusing in particular on state regulation of
divorce from 1965 to 2005 and its impact on women. Indonesia experienced high divorce rates in the 1950s
and 1960s, followed by a remarkable decline. Already falling divorce rates were reinforced by the 1974
Marriage Law, which for the first time regulated marriage for both Muslim and non-Muslim Indonesians and
restricted access to divorce. This law defined the roles of men and women in Indonesian society, vesting
household leadership with husbands and the management of the household with wives. Drawing on a wide
selection of primary sources, including court records, legal codes, newspaper reports, fiction, interviews and
case studies, this book provides a detailed historical account of this period of important social change,
exploring fully the impact and operation of state regulation of divorce, including the New Order
government’s aims in enacting this legal framework, its effects in practice and how it was utilised by citizens
(both men and women) to advance their own agendas. It argues that the Marriage Law was a tool of social
control enacted by the New Order government in response to the social upheaval and protests experienced in
the mid 1970s. However, it also shows that state power was not hegemonic: it was both contested and co-
opted by citizens, with men and women enjoying different degrees of autonomy from the state. This book
explores all of these issues, providing important insights on the nature of the New Order regime, social
power and gender relations, both during the years of its rule and since its collapse.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Eminently readable, clear and excellent… I especially appreciate the avoidance of simple accounts of
religious conservatism generating intolerance for pluralism." – Carla Jones, South East Asian Research,
2013.

About the Author

Kate O’Shaughnessy is Honorary Research Fellow in the Department of History, University of Western
Australia. She works for the Australian Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rebecca Shadwick:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and
Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) book is readable by simply
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading through
experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies
Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) content conveys thinking easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different by means of it. So
, do you nevertheless thinking Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and
Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) is not loveable to be your top
list reading book?

Jackson Ponce:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a guide. The book Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and
Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in Asia Series) it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of people that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply
to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.



Harry Dwyer:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Gender, State and Social Power in
Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in
Asia Series) can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have point that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you
to get success. This e-book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Gender, State and Social Power
in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies Association of Australia Women in
Asia Series).

Jonathan Bean:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got college students? We believe that that
issue was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to
know that reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to
incorporate you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards
to something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually
Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law (Asian Studies
Association of Australia Women in Asia Series).
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