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Displaying keen intellectual discernment and great passion, Robert Gottlieb,
former president of Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., and former editor of The New Y orker,
brings together more than 150 excerpts from books, journals, magazines, and
newspapers, creating amonumental anthology of essays about jazz--the life and
the music--and rescuing many an important but neglected writer from oblivion.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Anthologies of jazz writing tend to be mixed bags, combining reviews, profiles, and usually a couple of short
stories in which the protagonist happensto play the tenor saxophone. This collection from former New
Yorker editor Robert Gottlieb isindeed such a miscellany, but it has been assembled with rare taste and
discrimination. The emphasis on autobiographical writing is particularly welcome, reminding usthat, in
prose asin jazz, voice is the ultimate artistic thumbprint.

From Publishers Weekly

The former Knopf and New Y orker chief was alate but vastly enthusiastic convert to the joys of jazz, as he
explainsin hisintroduction, and this vast compendium is certainly alabor of great love. It isalso, at this size,
unwieldy and, it would seem, priced rather high for the market it deserves. There are more than 100 pieces
here, most of them culled from out-of-print books, as well as magazines both prominent and obscure. The
effort to pull together so large a collection of such pieces, on a subject that in general has defied analysis, has
clearly been prodigious, and jazz buffs owe a great deal to Gottlieb for rescuing so much of this material
from obscurity. There are plenty of dashing portraits, autobiographical and otherwise, of jazz greats ranging
from Louis Armstrong to Charlie Parker (rightly seen as the twin pillarsin jazz history to date), such curios
as an early essay by the Swiss classical conductor Ernst Ansermet on the impact of jazz in Europe right after
WWI and many fine accounts of memorable nights on the bandstands of the '30s and '40s. The reportage
section reminds us again of how sterling a stylist the New Y orker's Whitney Balliett is, and thereisa
definitive piece on the essentia differences between classical and jazz criticism by Winthrop Sargeant.
Almost everything is worth its weight, including the reminders of the great debate that used to rage over the
merits of bop versus classical New Orleans style, exemplified here in pieces by the French critic Hugues
Pannassie and English poet Philip Larkin (himself a noted buff). It's afeast that aso enshrines a great deal of
American socia history; but perhaps a Best of Reading Jazz selection, at athird of the size and about half the
price, would be more realistic.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Edited by Robert Gottlieb, former New Y orker editor, this amazing anthology on jazz music and musicians
collects over 150 excerpts from monographic and serial publications, including several pieces long out of
print or otherwise unavailable. It provides a broad and varied look at the history of thisindigenous American
art form, from the heights of artistic achievement to the sad realities of struggles with drug abuse and racism.
There are fascinating autobiographical essays from such significant figures as Louis Armstrong, Mary Lou
Williams, and Miles Davis and reportage and criticism sections featuring insightful and challenging work
from noted jazz writers like Gene Lees, Gary Giddins, and Dan Morgenstern. An essential purchase for every
music collection.

Michael Colby, Univ. of California, Davis

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Catherine Walters:

The book Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919 to Now give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use to make your capable far more increase. Book
can to become your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make looking at abook Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919
to Now to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like open and read a e-book Reading
Jazz. A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919 to Now. Kinds of book are alot
of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So, how do you think about this e-book?

Richard Capps:

The guide untitled Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919 to
Now is the e-book that recommended to you to read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will
be shown to you actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for your
requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Reading Jazz: A Gathering of
Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919 to Now from the publisher to make you much more
enjoy freetime.

Juan Hinkson:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work at this point
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic asin the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer might be Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from
1919 to Now why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Estela Gillard:

This Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919 to Now is brand new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger
details. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount
of digest in reading this Reading Jazz: A Gathering of Autobiography, Reportage, and Criticism from 1919
to Now can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get through anyone.
These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes| mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer.
So thereis not any in reading a book especially this one. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here
for you. So, don't missit! Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.
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