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This is the first full study of how people refer to entities in natural discourse. It
contributes to the understanding of both linguistic diversity and the cognitive
underpinnings of language and it provides a framework for further research in
both fields. Andrej Kibrik focuses on the way specific entities are mentioned in
natural discourse, during which about every third word usually depends on
referential choice. He considers reference as an overt representation of
underlying cognitive processes and combines a theoretically-oriented cognitive
approach with empirically-based cross-linguistic analysis. He begins by
introducing the cognitive approach to discourse analysis and by examining the
relationship between discourse studies and linguistic typology. He discusses
reference as a linguistic phenomenon, in connection with the traditional notions
of deixis, anaphora, givenness, and topicality, and describes the way his
theoretical approach is centered on notions of referent activation in working
memory. He argues that the speaker is responsible for the shape of discourse and
that referential expressions should be understood as choices made by speakers
rather than as puzzles to be solved by addressees.

Kibrik examines the cross-linguistic aspects of reference and the typology of
referential devices, including referring expressions per se, such as free and bound
pronouns, and referential aids that help to tell apart the concurrently activated
entities. This discussion is based on the data from about 200 languages from
around the world. He then proposes a comprehensive model of referential choice,
in which he draws on concepts from cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics,
cognitive psychology, and cognitive neuroscience, and applies this to Russian
and English. He also draws together his empirical analyses in order to examine
what light his analysis of discourse can shed on the way information is processed
in working memory. In the final part of the book Andrej Kibrik offers a wider
perspective, including deixis, referential aspects of gesticulation and signed
languages.

This pioneering work will interest linguists and cognitive scientists interested in
discourse, reference, typology, and the operations of working memory in
linguistic communication.
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This is the first full study of how people refer to entities in natural discourse. It contributes to the
understanding of both linguistic diversity and the cognitive underpinnings of language and it provides a
framework for further research in both fields. Andrej Kibrik focuses on the way specific entities are
mentioned in natural discourse, during which about every third word usually depends on referential choice.
He considers reference as an overt representation of underlying cognitive processes and combines a
theoretically-oriented cognitive approach with empirically-based cross-linguistic analysis. He begins by
introducing the cognitive approach to discourse analysis and by examining the relationship between
discourse studies and linguistic typology. He discusses reference as a linguistic phenomenon, in connection
with the traditional notions of deixis, anaphora, givenness, and topicality, and describes the way his
theoretical approach is centered on notions of referent activation in working memory. He argues that the
speaker is responsible for the shape of discourse and that referential expressions should be understood as
choices made by speakers rather than as puzzles to be solved by addressees.

Kibrik examines the cross-linguistic aspects of reference and the typology of referential devices, including
referring expressions per se, such as free and bound pronouns, and referential aids that help to tell apart the
concurrently activated entities. This discussion is based on the data from about 200 languages from around
the world. He then proposes a comprehensive model of referential choice, in which he draws on concepts
from cognitive linguistics, psycholinguistics, cognitive psychology, and cognitive neuroscience, and applies
this to Russian and English. He also draws together his empirical analyses in order to examine what light his
analysis of discourse can shed on the way information is processed in working memory. In the final part of
the book Andrej Kibrik offers a wider perspective, including deixis, referential aspects of gesticulation and
signed languages.

This pioneering work will interest linguists and cognitive scientists interested in discourse, reference,
typology, and the operations of working memory in linguistic communication.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Kibrik has clearly succeeded in providing the reader with an overview not only over the linguistic variation
and typological tendencies of reference, but also over the different research traditions in East and West. The
book is extremely comprehensive and very clearly written...this book is an invaluable and very accessible
resource for those who want to read up on discourse reference as quickly as a book of this heft
permits."--Linguist List

"A very detailed and, at the same time, broad study of an important topic...A remarkable
book, which can inspire many students and researchers." --Anthropological Linguistics

About the Author

Andrej A. Kibrik is Leading Researcher at the Institute of Linguistics of the Russian Academy of Sciences,
Moscow, from which he received his PhD in 1988. In the Institute of Linguistics he heads the working group
that prepares and publishes the multi-volume encyclopedic publication "Languages of the World." In
addition, he is Professor at the Department of Theoretical and Applied Linguistics in Moscow State
University. He has published articles on linguistics in over 200 publications.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frederick Avelar:

The book untitled Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) is the book
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of study when write the book, hence the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You
also could possibly get the e-book of Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic
Theory) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jennifer Ruiz:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can



spent the entire day to reading a reserve. The book Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and
Linguistic Theory) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were
enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the
particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very
costly but this book possesses high quality.

Robert Garcia:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory) the mind will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation this
maybe you never get ahead of. The Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic
Theory) giving you a different experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern the following is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning an activity. Do you
want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Joseph Mattos:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. With this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Reference in Discourse (Oxford Studies in Typology and Linguistic Theory)
when you required it?
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