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National Book Award Finalist

From "one of our most gifted writers" (Chicago Tribune), here is a superb new
novel that delicately unearths the myriad manifestations of extraordinary love
between ordinary people.

The Feast of Loveisjust that -- a sumptuous work of fiction about the thing that
most distracts and delights us. In are-imagined Midsummer Night's Dream, men
and women speak of and desire their ideal mates; parents seek out their lost
children; adult children try to come to terms with their own parents and, in some
cases, find new ones.

In vignettes both comic and sexy, the owner of a coffee shop recalls the day his
first wife seemed to achieve a moment of simple perfection, while she
remembers the women's softball game during which she was stricken by the
beauty of the shortstop. A young couple spends hours at the coffee shop fueling
the idea of their fierce love. A professor of philosophy, stopping by for a cup of
coffee, makes avaliant attempt to explain what he knows to be the inexplicable
workings of the human heart Their voices resonate with each other -- disparate
people joined by the meanderings of love -- and come together in atapestry that
depicts the most irresistible arena of life. Crafted with subtlety, grace, and power,
The Feast of Love is amasterful novel.

"Supurb.... A near perfect book, as deep asit is broad in its humaneness, comedy
and wisdom." -- The Washington Post Book World
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From "one of our most gifted writers* (Chicago Tribune), here is a superb new novel that delicately unearths
the myriad manifestations of extraordinary love between ordinary people.

The Feast of Loveisjust that -- a sumptuous work of fiction about the thing that most distracts and delights
us. In are-imagined Midsummer Night's Dream, men and women speak of and desire their ideal mates;
parents seek out their lost children; adult children try to come to terms with their own parents and, in some
cases, find new ones.

In vignettes both comic and sexy, the owner of a coffee shop recalls the day his first wife seemed to achieve
amoment of simple perfection, while she remembers the women's softball game during which she was
stricken by the beauty of the shortstop. A young couple spends hours at the coffee shop fueling the idea of
their fierce love. A professor of philosophy, stopping by for a cup of coffee, makes a valiant attempt to
explain what he knows to be the inexplicable workings of the human heart Their voices resonate with each
other -- disparate people joined by the meanderings of love -- and come together in a tapestry that depictsthe
most irresistible arena of life. Crafted with subtlety, grace, and power, The Feast of Love is a masterful

novel.

"Supurb.... A near perfect book, as deep asit is broad in its humaneness, comedy and wisdom." -- The
Washington Post Book World
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Among literary cognoscenti, Charles Baxter has a well-deserved reputation as one of America’s finest
writers. Best known for his short stories, Baxter has also produced three novels. His fourth, The Feast of
Love, combines the best of both genres--with alight dusting of metafiction to sweeten the dish. The book
begins with Baxter himself waking from a nightmare and going for a moonlit walk through his hometown of
Ann Arbor, Michigan. While sitting on a park bench, heisjoined by an acquaintance of 12 years--and,
incidentally, one of the main charactersin the novel. It is Bradley who gives Baxter the name for the novel
he's currently struggling to write, and even offers himself as a character:

Y ou should call it The Feast of Love. I'm the expert on that. | should write that book. Actually,
| should be in that book. Y ou should put me into your novel. I'm an expert on love. I've just
broken up with my second wife, after all. I'm in an emotional tangle. Maybe I'd shoot myself
before the final chapter. Y our readers would wonder about the outcome.

But why stop there? Bradley goes on to suggest that he send people to Baxter, "actual people, for a change,
like for instance human beings who genuinely exist, and you listen to them for awhile. Everybody's got a
story, and we'll just start telling you the stories we have'--a dly tip-off to the reader of this elegant, quirky,
and wholly engrossing novel that the writer may be no more reliable than his narrators.

What followsis a chronicle of love--the mad kind, the bad kind, and the kind that sustains us when
everything elseis gone. In addition to Smith, we meet Chloé, ayoung waitress at Bradley's espresso bar, and
her ex-junkie boyfriend, Oscar; Bradley's next door neighbors, Harry Ginsburg, an elderly professor of
philosophy, and his wife, Esther; and Kathryn and Diana, Bradley's two ex-wives. The characters take turns
narrating, often commenting on and correcting versions of events mentioned by other charactersin previous
chapters, and occasionally advising Baxter on the progress of his novel: "Don't threaten people, especially
lawyers' legal eagle Dianawarns"Charli€" shortly before she launches into her own story. "Don't threaten
your own characters. It's for your own good. Y ou'll wind up in amess of litigation and... subplots." But in
The Feast of Love, God is in the subplots--Oscar and Chloé's involvement in the porn industry; Esther and
Harry's agonized relationship with their mentally ill son; Bradley'stravailsin love, art, and dog ownership.
Asthe novel progresses, these separate strands gradually merge, and not even an unexpected tragedy can dim
the luster of this moonstruck romance. For by the time Baxter brings his tale of love and loss and redemption
to aclose, his characters have all found their way to the feast--bittersweet though some of the dishes may be.
--Alix Wilber

From Publishers Weekly

Baxter (First Light, Harmony of the World, Believers) has for too long been awriter's writer whose books
have enjoyed more admirers than sales. Pantheon appears confident that his new novel can be his breakout
work. It certainly deservesto be. In a buoyant, eloquent and touching narrative, Baxter breaks rules blithely
as he goes along, and the reader's only possible response isto realize how absurd rules can be. Baxter begins,
for example, as himself, the author, waking in the middle of the night and going out onto the predawn streets
of Ann Arbor (where Baxter in fact lives). Meeting a neighbor, Bradley Smith, with his dog, also called
Bradley, heistold the first of the spellbinding stories of love--erotic, wistful, anxious, settled, ecstatic and
perverse--that make up the book, woven seamlessly together so they form a virtuosic ensemble performance.
The small cast includes Bradley, who runs the local coffee shop called Jitters; Diana, atough-minded lawyer
and customer he unwisely marries after the breakup of his first marriage to dog-phobic Kathryn; Diana's



dangerous lover, David; Chloe and Oscar, two much-pierced punksters who are also Jitters people and who
enjoy the kind of sensual passion older people warn will never last, but that for them lasts beyond the grave;
Oscar's evil and lustful dad; philosophy professor Ginsberg, who pines for his missing and beloved son,
Aaron; and Margaret, the black emergency room doctor with whom Bradley eventually finds a kind of peace.
The action takes place over an extended period, but such isthe magic of Baxter'stelling that it seemsto be
occurring in the author's mind on that one heady midsummer night. His special gift isto catch the exact pitch
of adozen voicesin an astutely observed group of contemporary men and women, yet retain an authorial
presence capable of the most exquisite shadings of emotion and passion, longing and regret. Some magical
things seem to happen, even in Ann Arbor, but the true magic in this luminous book is the seemingly
effortless ebb and flow of the author's clear-sighted yet deeply poetic vision. 30,000 first printing; 10-city
author tour. (May)

Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“ Superb—a near-perfect book, as deep asit is broad in its humaneness, comedy and wisdom.”—The
Washington Post Book World

From the Trade Paperback edition.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Michelle Pacheco:

Book isto be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. Asitis
known to us that book is very important normally. The book The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries)
seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The reserve The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries) is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend your own spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book The Feast of Love (Vintage
Contemporaries). Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Richard Mills:;

The event that you get from The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries) may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to understand but The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries) giving you buzz feeling
of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This book also makes your own
personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this particular The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries)
instantly.



Jose Batey:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire alot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the information about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this The Feast of
Love (Vintage Contemporaries).

LisaWestra:

Why? Because this The Feast of Love (Vintage Contemporaries) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading
this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you alot of benefits than the other book include such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking
way. So, till want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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