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In this “remarkable tour de force” (Publishers Weekly)-a*“ ceaselessly thought-
provoking book” (Kirkus Reviews)-art historian James Elkins marshals
psychology, philosophy, science, and art history to show how seeing alters the
thing seen and transforms the seer. Black-and-white photographs.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Because our viewing of people, places and objects is molded by thoughts of using, possessing, keeping or
cherishing what is seen, we actually perceive very little of what we look at, claims Elkins. In aremarkable
tour de force, this art historian uses scores of intriguing photos and illustrations (of a mermaid, ice halosin
Alaska, the surface of atoms, a eunuch, a medieval Russian icon painting, etc.) to buttress his thesis that
seeing depends on context, desire and expectation. Elkins, who teaches at the School of the Art Institute of
Chicago, analyzes how we read the human face and discusses pathol ogies of vision such as blindness and
glaucoma. He pays special attention to phenomenathat we view with ambivalence or dread-naked bodies,
executions, death (afew of the images reproduced here are grisly). He sometimes overstates his case, as
when he lamely argues that we exist in "aworld full of gazes' because "each object has a certain force, a
certain way of resisting or accepting my look and returning that ook to me." Nevertheless, hisinquiry isa
rewarding adventure that draws freely on psychology, literature, art history, neuroanatomy and philosophy to
illuminate modes of seeing and of being.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

"Seeing aters the thing that is seen and transforms the seer," writes Elkins, an art historian with Chicago's
School of the Art Ingtitute. Elkins further argues that "seeing isirrational, inconsistent and undependable.”
He uses examples from art and photography to illustrate the nature of vision and its failures. In particular,
Elkins describes how we see very little of the world and how "each act of vision mingles seeing with not
seeing." He also explores the paradoxical "complicity between blindness and sight." Arguing that thereis no
such thing as "just looking," Elkins maintains that seeing is away of "possessing” what is seen. His
discussion of our response to the human face is particularly compelling, asis his contention that "vision
helps us to know what we are like," forcing us to adjust our version of the self as we see ourselves reflected
in others. This unusual, thought-provoking, and well-written book offers an original perspective on the
psychology and philosophy of vision.

Laurie Bartolini, Legislative Research Unit, Springfield, IIl.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Elkins, an art historian, believes that "seeing is metamorphosis, not mechanism." What he means is that we
don't just point our eyes at things and look; vision involves a great deal of instinct and selectiveness, desire
and possessiveness, give-and-take. Following the trail blazed by John Berger, Elkins forges a complex
synthesis of art history, biology, neurology, psychology, and his own assiduous and penetrating observations
in an effort to understand more about how the eye and mind work in tandem. Almost unnervingly accurate
and gratifyingly frank about our habits of sight, Elkins describes and analyzes such rarely examined
phenomena as how objects change when you look at them; how we are changed by what we see; how we
both see and are seen; and how much we don't see. Elkins considers the way we look at nature versus how
we view pictures, especially "forbidden images’ associated with sex and death. He also posits that we're
always, subconscioudy, looking for faces and bodies, then ponders the irrevocable power of aface, the
mystery of abody. This mesmerizing performance greatly expands our awareness of al that sight entails.
Donna Seaman
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Velma Cain:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Object Stares Back: On the Nature of
Seeing is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and wish in thisera.

April Robles:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which isin the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one
is acceptable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then
you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen throughout you if you take The Object Stares Back: On the Nature of Seeing as your daily
resource information.

Irene Howe:

This book untitled The Object Stares Back: On the Nature of Seeing to be one of several books which best
seller in thisyear, here is because when you read this reserve you can get alot of benefit onit. Y ou will
easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of
the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So thereis no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

LisaLoo:

The particular book The Object Stares Back: On the Nature of Seeing has alot info on it. So when you make
sureto read this book you can get alot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. M cdougal
makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after looking over this book.
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