
The Singularity of Literature

By Derek Attridge

The Singularity of Literature By Derek Attridge

Winner of the ESSE (European Society for the Study of English) Book
Award for Literature 2006 

Literature and the literary have proved singularly resistant to definition. Derek
Attridge argues that such resistance represents not a dead end, but a crucial
starting point from which to explore anew the power and practices of Western
art.
In this lively, original volume, the author:

considers the implications of regarding the literary work as an innovative●

cultural event, both in its time and for later generations;
provides a rich new vocabulary for discussions of literature, rethinking such●

terms as invention, singularity, otherness, alterity, performance and form;
returns literature to the realm of ethics, and argues the ethical importance of the●

literary institution to a culture;
demonstrates how a new understanding of the literary might be put to work in a●

'responsible,' creative mode of reading.
The Singularity of Literature is not only a major contribution to the theory of●

literature, but also a celebration of the extraordinary pleasure of the literary, for
reader, writer, student or critic.
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Editorial Review

Review

'The clarity and imagination with which the argument is presented make this book capable of
reinvigorating the debate about literary form in English study at many levels.' -  Oxford Literary
Review

'Attridge builds a powerful account of literature and an original account of the relation of literature to
ethics. Written accessibly and without jargon, this book will excite old and new readers alike.' - Simon
Critchley, New School University, New York, and the University of Essex

'[A] singular achievement in pushing the challenge of literature to the top of the agenda and opening
the objectives of the discipline to debate.' - Kiernan Ryan, Literature and Poetry

'[This is] a very intelligent book, highly accessible.' – ZAA 

About the Author
Derek Attridge is Professor of English at the University of York and author of acclaimed works on poetry,
fiction and literary theory.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bradley Loy:

The book The Singularity of Literature can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Singularity of Literature? A
number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give many details for
us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for
that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these. Book The Singularity of Literature has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can appearance the enormous
world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Noel Stevens:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title The Singularity of
Literature suitable to you? Typically the book was written by well known writer in this era. The book
untitled The Singularity of Literatureis the one of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring
that you ever know prior to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you a lots of information about this world
now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Arthur Mead:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Singularity of Literature, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Joan Stump:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list is definitely The Singularity of Literature. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking right up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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