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George Soros has done more for open societies than any other private citizen in
the world. In Underwriting Democracy he describes his experiences helping to
bring about democratic change in Eastern Europe—experiences that are
especially relevant now that our country has begun to intervene (though in an
entirely different way than Soros) to create functioning democracies. Throughout
the 1980s George Soros worked to identify and fund the growing political
movements that caused the downfall of Eastern Europe's Communist
governments. He established foundations, first in his native Hungary, and then in
eight other countries, and used them to finance everything from the installation of
previously forbidden copying machines in public libraries to the creation of
experimental schools, clubs, and workshops for the support of dissidents. This
unprecedented, and brilliant, financial and logistical support helped to bring
down the communist regimes in peaceful revolutions across the continent. These
are thrilling stories about facing down—and getting past—the Communist party
powers in order to change these nations from the inside out.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
During the 18th and 19th centuries, travelers visited Russia to explore that vast, unknown state; they also
brought ideas and schemes for building a modern state. Perestroika has attracted a similar breed who bring
money to make money, or who bring money to finance ideas to make money. Soros, a self-proclaimed
"confirmed egoist" with "potent messianic fantasies," is one of these. In this book, he describes his "work
directed at opening up closed societies." Soros says any hope of saving the Soviet Union is "irretrievably
lost," but that a new equilibrium will soon emerge. His goal is to personally help guide Communist states
through a gentle transition to sophisticated, open societies. Soros the messiah needs more humility and less
ego to secure the goal he aims for. An optional purchase for general collections.
- John Yurechko, George town Univ., Washington, D.C.
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The stream of anti-Bush books has turned into a torrent...Soros' contribution is almost stunning in
itssimplicity.

Soros, who has made headlines for donating millions of dollars to stopthe reelection of George Bush, is a
man who puts his money where hismouth is. With the publication of this book, he may find that hiswords are
also a potent weapon for realizing his goal. The founder ofa fund-management group, Soros uses the
metaphor of the economicbubble to show that the Bush administration's foreign policy is basedon
assumptions that are not only incorrect and deceptive but also willeventually burst. Step-by-step, he exposes
a foreign policy that hebelieves contradicts American principles and has no hope of obtainingits goals of
supremacy. He pulls no punches: "I contend that the Bushadministration has deliberately exploited
September 11 in order topursue policies that the American public would not have otherwisetolerated." Soros
offers historical perspective, social theory, andhis own keen observational skills to make his points. This may
be theone anti-Bush book that reaches an audience beyond the Democratic amencorner.Ilene Cooper
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

From Kirkus Reviews
Here, Hungarian refugee-turned-millionaire Soros narrates his role in setting up foundations that helped
topple Communism, and offers his views on curing the economic chaos new ensuing in the USSR and
elsewhere. Ten years ago, having grown wealthy speculating in American markets, Soros started setting up
foundations in Communist countries, gambling that he could help bring about ``open societies'' in these
closed regimes. The author, who describes himself as a ``stateless statesman'' with the ``image of a man who
gets things done,'' had to fight initial suspicions of CIA backing as he nimbly outnegotiated Eastern bloc
leaders to keep his foundations independent of government control. He then funded alternative businesses,
services, and forums, showing himself more a fox than a ``rich American uncle'' ripe for plucking. Soros sees
Communism as fatally flawed and beyond reform since under it ``investments are hopelessly inefficient
because capital has no value.'' From this perspective, he has spearheaded attempts to save the Soviet
economy from disintegration, most notably the unsuccessful struggle to adopt the Shatalin Plan in the USSR,
which would have transferred economic powers to the republics and then delegated them back to a council
under the president's authority, thus neatly eclipsing the present central bureaucracy. Soros argues that early
Western aid to the USSR would have prevented an unfolding economic tragedy. He concludes with an
intriguing new theory of history that incorporates insights from chaos theory and likens revolutions to

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


boom/bust cycles in financial markets. Fascinating but a bit dense with theory. -- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

What do you concerning book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And
you have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Underwriting Democracy:
Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe to read.

Charles Valentine:

The knowledge that you get from Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic
Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe will be the more deep you digging the information that
hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among the
Soviets and in Eastern Europe giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore
easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend
you for having this specific Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic Reform
Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe instantly.

Thomas Evans:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a concern. What people must be consider if those
information which is within the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And
Democratic Reform Among the Soviets and in Eastern Europe as your daily resource information.

Denise Wallis:

Why? Because this Underwriting Democracy: Encouraging Free Enterpirse And Democratic Reform Among
the Soviets and in Eastern Europe is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it
but latter it will surprise you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author



who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining
way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer
or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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