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“1’ve got the name for our publishing operation. We just said we were going to
publish afew books on the side at random. Let’s call it Random House.” So
recounts Bennett Cerf in this wonderfully amusing memoir of the making of a
great publishing house. An incomparable raconteur, possessed of an irrepressible
wit and an abiding love of books and authors, Cerf brilliantly evokes the heady
days of Random House' sfirst decades.

Part of the vanguard of young New Y ork publishers who revolutionized the book
business in the 1920s and * 30s, Cerf helped usher in publishing’ s golden age.
Cerf was atrue personality, whose other pursuits (columnist, anthologist, author,
lecturer, radio host, collector of jokes and anecdotes, perennial judge of the Miss
America pageant, and panelist on What's My Line?) helped shape his reputation
as aman of boundless energy and enthusiasm and brought unprecedented
attention to his company and to his authors. At once arare behind-the-scenes
account of book publishing and a fascinating portrait of four decades' worth of
legendary authors, from James Joyce and William Faulkner to Ralph Ellison and
Eudora Welty, At Randomis afeast for bibliophiles and anyone who's ever
wondered what goes on inside a publishing house.
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“1"ve got the name for our publishing operation. We just said we were going to publish afew books on the
side at random. Let’s call it Random House.” So recounts Bennett Cerf in this wonderfully amusing memoir
of the making of a great publishing house. An incomparable raconteur, possessed of an irrepressible wit and
an abiding love of books and authors, Cerf brilliantly evokes the heady days of Random House' s first
decades.

Part of the vanguard of young New Y ork publishers who revolutionized the book business in the 1920s and
'30s, Cerf helped usher in publishing’s golden age. Cerf was a true personality, whose other pursuits
(columnist, anthol ogist, author, lecturer, radio host, collector of jokes and anecdotes, perennial judge of the
Miss America pageant, and panelist on What's My Line?) helped shape his reputation as a man of boundless
energy and enthusiasm and brought unprecedented attention to his company and to his authors. At once a
rare behind-the-scenes account of book publishing and afascinating portrait of four decades worth of
legendary authors, from James Joyce and William Faulkner to Ralph Ellison and Eudora Welty, At Random
isafeast for bibliophiles and anyone who' s ever wondered what goes on inside a publishing house.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"I've got the name for our publishing operation. We just said we were going to publish afew books on the
side at random. Let's call it Random House." So recounts Bennett Cerf in this wonderfully amusing memoir
of the making of a great publishing house. An incomparable raconteur, possessed of an irrepressible wit and
an abiding love of books and authors, Cerf brilliantly evokes the heady days of Random House's first
decades.

Part of the vanguard of young New Y ork publishers who revolutionized the book business in the 1920s and
'30s, Cerf helped usher in publishing's golden age. Cerf was atrue personality, whose other pursuits
(columnist, anthol ogist, author, lecturer, radio host, collector of jokes and anecdotes, perennial judge of the
Miss America pageant, and panelist on "What's My Line?) helped shape his reputation as a man of boundless
energy and enthusiasm and brought unprecedented attention to his company and to his authors. At once a
rare behind-the-scenes account of book publishing and a fascinating portrait of four decades worth of
legendary authors, from James Joyce and William Faulkner to Ralph Ellison and Eudora Welty, "At Random
isafeast for bibliophiles and anyone who's ever wondered what goes on inside a publishing house.

From the Back Cover

'I've had avery happy life. I've been as lucky as can be... That's America's most famous book publisher,
looking back with buoyant enthusiasm at the public and private events of his crowded lifetime. In story after
fascinating story, Bennett Cerf recalls the people he knew and offers his candid opinions of them.

About the Author

Bennett Cerf was born in 1898 in Manhattan and graduated from Columbia University with adegreein
journalism. In 1925 he acquired the Modern Library with Donald Klopfer, providing the foundation for their
next publishing venture, Random House. A magjor figure of American publishing for more than four decades,
Bennett Cerf died in 1971.

Christopher Cerf is an author, editor, and Emmy- and Grammy-winning songwriter and television producer.

A longtime contributor to Sesame Street, and cofounder and creative producer of the PBS literacy-education

series Between the Lines, Christopher Cerf isaformer contributing editor of National Lampoon and a former
senior editor at Random House.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Juan Crowe:

Here thing why this particular At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all examining abook is good but it really depends in the content of it which is the content is as
scrumptious as food or not. At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf giving you information deeper
including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with At
Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is
possible to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. Should you be having
difficultiesin bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett



Cerf in e-book can be your alternate.

Daniel Young:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
read a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with soon. The At
Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf will give you a new experience in reading through a book.

Sherry Duncan:

Beside this At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf in your phone, it could possibly give you away
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh
from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf because this book offers to you readable information.
Do you sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if
you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to missit? Find this book along with read it from currently!

Bradley Printz:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book At Random: The Reminiscences of Bennett Cerf was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book At Random: The Reminiscences of
Bennett Cerf has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator
Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make
you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to
like reading that.
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