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One of the major figures of twentieth-century Catholic theology, Henri Cardinal
de Lubac was known for his attention to the doctrine of the church and its life
within the contemporary world. In Corpus Mysticum de Lubac investigates a
particular understanding of the relation of the church to the eucharist. He sets out
the nature of the church as communion, a doctrine that influenced the thinking of
the Second Vatican Council.

With the publication of Corpus Mysticum, this important text of contemporary
Catholic ecclesiology and sacramental theology is available for the first time in
an English translation. Its publication fills a significant gap in the range of de
Lubac's works available to English-speaking scholars. It will be an important
resource in the widespread and ongoing ecumenical discussions among Catholic,
Protestant, and Orthodox theologians.
 
"This translation of Corpus Mysticum is a gift to medieval historians, liturgists,
ecclesiologists, and any Christian interested in a profoundly prophetic reading of
one of the central mysteries of her or his religion. This is one of a very few books
that has formed our present consciousness of who we are as Catholics and
Christians. To preserve access to it will significantly aid our attempts to move
into a future to some extent already foreshadowed in de Lubac's study of the
past." —Gary Macy, University of San Diego
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Editorial Review

Review

“This is the first translation into English of the entire text of Cardinal de Lubac's second major work. . . . It is
one of de Lubac's influential works and the source of the phrase 'the Eucharist makes the church.' . . .
Absolutely essential for all libraries supporting graduate level programs in theology and for those supporting
undergraduate seminary programs.” —Catholic Library World

“. . . de Lubac addresses properly philosophical questions about meaning, language, and interpretation. The
book is a sustained reflection on the possibility and the conditions of fruitful engagement with the thought of
past ages and a call to further reflection and deeper engagement.” —Sixteenth Century Journal

“More than sixty years after its first release, Corpus Mysticum is now available for the first time in English
translation . . . . It joins de Lubac’s Catholicism (1938) and The Splendour of the Church (1953), both long
since translated to English, as an indispensable trio shaping the twentieth-century renewal of an ecclesiology
of Eucharistic communion. The Simmonds translation is an invaluable complement to contemporary
scholarship that draws on de Lubac’s history of the articulation of the relationship between the Eucharistic
and ecclesial aspects of the body of Christ.” —Pro Ecclesia

From the Back Cover
"One of the most significant theological developments of the 20th century was the return to an understanding
of the Church based on the Eucharist. Though more modest in its original intention, Corpus Mysticum played
a pioneering role in that return. Brimful of references to the fathers and medieval authors, it was here that de
Lubac coined the phrase, 'the Eucharist makes the Church', that now is widely and readily used by many
Christians. This fine, flowing translation, which will enable many more students and scholars to benefit from
this remarkable resource, is greatly to be welcomed." --Paul McPartlan, The Catholic University of
America

About the Author

His Eminence Henri Cardinal de Lubac, SJ (1896–1991), a French Jesuit, is considered to be one of the
most influential theologians of the twentieth century. He is the author of a number of books, including
Catholicism and Theology in History.

Gemma Simmonds CJ is lecturer at Heythrop College, University of London. Richard Price is Lecturer at
Heythrop College, University of London.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luis Ray:

This Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) book is not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper
an individual read a lot of information you will get. This Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in
the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) without we realize teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in the
Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) can bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Corpus Mysticum: The
Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) having great arrangement in word in
addition to layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Florence Booth:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read
this Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason), it is possible
to tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading a reserve.

Teresa Sullivan:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) your brain will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one type conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get ahead of. The Corpus Mysticum: The Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages
(ND Faith in Reason) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a
sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Pablo Bussey:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a



book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Corpus Mysticum:
The Eucharist and the Church in the Middle Ages (ND Faith in Reason) which is keeping the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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