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All but forgotten today, the Five Points neighborhood in lower Manhattan was
once renowned the world over. It housed America's most impoverished
immigrants-the Irish, Jews, Germans, Italians, and African-Americans. Located
in today's Chinatown and Little Italy, Five Points played host to moreriots,
scams, prostitution, and drunkenness than any other neighborhood in America.
But it was also crammed full of cheap theaters, dance halls, prizefighting venues,
and political arenas that would one day dominate the national scene. From Jacob
Riisto Abraham Lincoln, Davy Crockett to Charles Dickens, Five Points
horrified and enthralled everyone who saw it.

Drawing from letters, diaries, newspapers, bank records, police reports, and
archeological digs, award-winning historian Tyler Anbinder has written the first
history of this remarkable neighborhood. Beginning with the Irish potato famine
influx in 1840 and ending with the rise of Chinatown in the early 20th century,
the story of Five Points serves as a microcosm of the American immigrant
experience.
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All but forgotten today, the Five Points neighborhood in lower Manhattan was once renowned the world
over. It housed America's most impoverished immigrants-the Irish, Jews, Germans, Italians, and African-
Americans. Located in today's Chinatown and Little Italy, Five Points played host to moreriots, scams,
prostitution, and drunkenness than any other neighborhood in America. But it was also crammed full of
cheap theaters, dance halls, prizefighting venues, and political arenas that would one day dominate the
national scene. From Jacob Riisto Abraham Lincoln, Davy Crockett to Charles Dickens, Five Points
horrified and enthralled everyone who saw it.

Drawing from letters, diaries, newspapers, bank records, police reports, and archeol ogical digs, award-
winning historian Tyler Anbinder has written the first history of this remarkable neighborhood. Beginning
with the Irish potato famine influx in 1840 and ending with the rise of Chinatown in the early 20th century,
the story of Five Points serves as a microcosm of the American immigrant experience.
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Editorial Review

Review
...Spares no gritty detail in this recreation of thisimmigrants hell on earth... -- The Washington Post Book
World, January 5, 2003

Tyler Anbinder has so thoroughly re-created Five Points that the stench of life there al but rises from its
pages. -- New York Daily News

About the Author

Tyler Anbinder is an Associate Professor of History at The George Washington University. Hisfirst book,
Nativisim and Savery, was also a New York Times Notable Book and the winner of the Avery Craven Prize
of the Organization of American Historians.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Louise Richards:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That Invented
Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum.

James Stewart:

This Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That Invented Tap Dance, Stole
Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum book is simply not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information inside this
book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you read alot of information you will get.
This Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That Invented Tap Dance, Stole
Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum without we know teach the one who studying it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't be worry Five Points. The 19th-Century New Y ork City
Neighborhood That Invented Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves come to be full because you can haveit in
the lovely laptop even telephone. This Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That
Invented Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum having fine
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.



Lewis Tuggle:

Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That Invented Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and
Became the World's Most Notorious Slum can be one of your starter books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into joy arrangement in writing Five Points. The 19th-
Century New Y ork City Neighborhood That Invented Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and Became the World's
Most Notorious Slum nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
easily drawn you into new stage of crucial thinking.

Wanda Pence:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer can be Five Points: The 19th-Century New Y ork City Neighborhood
That Invented Tap Dance, Stole Elections, and Became the World's Most Notorious Slum why because the
excellent cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is
fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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