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In the 13th Century, Marco Polo described Indiaas“aland of wonders,” and his
observation is no less true today. Indiais the world's largest democracy, a nuclear
power, and arising economic giant-but also the world's most ancient surviving
civilization, with unbroken continuity stretching back into prehistory. It isaland
of tremendous spirituality punctuated by terrible religious violence, of vast
deserts and Himalayan peaks that disappear into the sky, of remote Mughal forts
and jam-packed megacities, and of the world's most glorious architectural
splendors: the Tgj Mahal, the Red Fort, and Luyten's Delhi. An epicenter of trade
and aland of extraordinary riches, India has played a prominent role in world
history. At the beginning of the 21st century, India has once again become a
leading player on the world stage. In India, Michagl Wood |eads his audience on
six eye-opening journeys into the subcontinent, where he uncovers the fabulous
sights and sounds, the dazzling achievements, and the dramatic history of the
world's most influential civilization. This sumptuously illustrated book is a
magical mix of history and travel ogue, and an unforgettable portrait of India-
past, present, and future.
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In the 13th Century, Marco Polo described India as“aland of wonders,” and his observation is no less true
today. Indiaisthe world's largest democracy, a nuclear power, and arising economic giant-but also the
world's most ancient surviving civilization, with unbroken continuity stretching back into prehistory. It isa
land of tremendous spirituality punctuated by terrible religious violence, of vast deserts and Himalayan peaks
that disappear into the sky, of remote Mughal forts and jam-packed megacities, and of the world's most
glorious architectural splendors: the Taj Mahal, the Red Fort, and Luyten's Delhi. An epicenter of trade and a
land of extraordinary riches, India has played a prominent role in world history. At the beginning of the 21st
century, India has once again become aleading player on the world stage. In India, Michael Wood leads his
audience on six eye-opening journeys into the subcontinent, where he uncovers the fabulous sights and
sounds, the dazzling achievements, and the dramatic history of the world's most influential civilization. This
sumptuously illustrated book is amagical mix of history and travelogue, and an unforgettable portrait of
India-past, present, and future.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In astyle that blends encyclopedic knowledge with atravel narrative, Wood (In Search of the Trojan War)
presents the history of a country which, he claims, isitself "atale of incredible drama, of great inventions
and phenomenal creativity, and of the biggest ideas.” Combining ancient and recent history with

archaeol ogy, anthropology, religion and linguistic studies, Wood provides a thorough view of Indias journey
to the present. Woods has a long personal history with the country and he uses it to great effect, combining
first person accounts (such as hunting down an original manuscript of the ancient Rig-Vedatext in a Calcutta
library and stopping for tea at the "bazaar of storytellers') with discursive accounts of Tamil literature, the
analysis of Hindu legends and subtle historical interpretation. Asin the past, India's greatest strength, Wood
claims, will be to "adapt and change, to use the gifts of history and to accept its wounds, but somehow,
magically, to always be India." Filled with photographs and artwork, thisis an excellent primer for anyone
wishing to know about the evolution of this growing world power.

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Michael Wood isthe maker of some of the best television documentaries ever made on history and
archaeology.”—Times Literary Supplement

About the Author

Michael Wood is an acclaimed author and TV presenter. A broadcaster and film-maker of extraordinary
range, Wood has over eighty documentary filmsto his name, including In the Footsteps of Alexander the
Great, In Search of the Trojan War, and In Search of Shakespeare. Educated at Oxford, Wood is afellow of
the Royal Historical Society.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cinthia Beltran:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your small amount of timeto read it because thistime you only find e-book that need more timeto be
examine. India can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short free time
problems.

Teresa Sullivan:

With this erawhich is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It isjust simple solution to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. On thelist of
books in the top collection in your reading list will be India. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this



publication you can get many advantages.

Marva L arson:

That book can make you to fed relax. This particular book Indiawas colorful and of course has pictures
around. As we know that book India has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at
all of book tend to be make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the
best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.

Elizabeth Rivera:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source thisfilled update of news. In this
modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media socia just
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. Y ou can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Indiawhen you needed it?
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