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Navigating between the Indian traditions they've inherited and the baffling new
world, the characters in Jhumpa Lahiri's elegant, touching stories seek love
beyond the barriers of culture and generations. In"A Temporary Matter,"
published in The New Y orker, ayoung Indian-American couple faces the
heartbreak of a stillborn birth while their Boston neighborhood copes with a
nightly blackout. In the title story, an interpreter guides an American family
through the India of their ancestors and hears an astonishing confession. Lahiri
writes with deft cultural insight reminiscent of Anita Desai and a nuanced depth
that recalls Mavis Gallant. Sheis an important and powerful new voice.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Mr. Kapasi, the protagonist of Jhumpa Lahiri'stitle story, would certainly have his work cut out for him if he
were forced to interpret the maladies of all the charactersin this eloquent debut collection. Take, for
example, Shoba and Shukumar, the young couple in "A Temporary Matter" whose marriage is crumbling in
the wake of astillborn child. Or Mirandain "Sexy," who isinvolved in ahopeless affair with a married man.
But Mr. Kapasi has problems enough of his own; in addition to his regular job working as an interpreter for a
doctor who does not speak his patients' language, he also drives tourists to local sites of interest. His fare on
this particular day is Mr. and Mrs. Das--first-generation Americans of Indian descent--and their children.
During the course of the afternoon, Mr. Kapasi becomes enamored of Mrs. Das and then becomes her
unwilling confidant when she reads too much into his profession. "I told you because of your talents," she
informs him after divulging a startling secret.

I'm tired of feeling so terrible all the time. Eight years, Mr. Kapasi, I've been in pain eight
years. | was hoping you could help me feel better; say the right thing. Suggest some kind of
remedy.

Of course, Mr. Kapasi has no cure for what ails Mrs. Das--or himself. Lahiri's subtle, bittersweet ending is
characteristic of the collection as awhole. Some of these ninetales are set in India, othersin the United
States, and most concern characters of Indian heritage. Y et the situations L ahiri's people face, from unhappy
marriages to civil war, transcend ethnicity. Asthe narrator of the last story, "The Third and Final Continent,”
comments: "There are times | am bewildered by each mile | have traveled, each meal | have eaten, each
person | have known, each room in which | have dlept.” In that single line Jhumpa Lahiri sums up a universal
experience, one that appliesto all who have grown up, left home, fallen in or out of love, and, above al,
experienced what it means to be aforeigner, even within one's own family. --Alix Wilber

From Publishers Weekly

Therituals of traditional Indian domesticityAcurry-making, hair-vermilioningAboth buttress the characters
of Lahiri's elegant first collection and mark the measure of these fragile people's dissolution. Frequently
finding themselvesin Cambridge, Mass., or similar but unnamed Eastern seaboard university towns, Lahiri's
characters suffer on an intimate level the dislocation and disruption brought on by India's tumultuous
political history. Displaced to the States by her husband's appointment as a professor of mathematics, Mrs.
Sen (in the same-named story) leaves her expensive and extensive collection of sarisfolded neatly in the
drawer. The two things that sustain her, asthe little boy she looks after every afternoon notices, are
aerograms from homeAwritten by family members who so deeply misunderstand the nature of her life that
they envy herAand the fresh fish she buys to remind her of Calcutta. The arranged marriage of "This Blessed
House" mismatches the conservative, self-conscious Sanjeev with ebullient, dramatic TwinkleAa smoker and
drinker who wears leopard-print high hedls and takes joy in the plastic Christian paraphernalia she discovers
in their new house. In"A Real Durwan," the middle-class occupants of atenement in post-partition Calcutta
tolerate the rantings of the stair-sweeper Boori Ma. Delusions of grandeur and lament for what she's
lostA"such comforts you cannot even dream them™Agive her an odd, Chekhovian charm but ultimately do
not convince her bourgeois audience that she is a desirable fixture in their up-and-coming property. Lahiri's
touch in these nine talesis delicate, but her observations remain damningly accurate, and her bittersweet
stories are unhampered by nostalgia. Foreign rights sold in England, France and Germany; author tour.
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.



From Booklist

The past few years have seen a number of fine writers springing from India--some living on the subcontinent
and others, like the author of this collection of stories, who live elsewhere but whose work is still imbued
with Indian culture and sensibilities. In varying degrees, Lahiri explores"Indianness’ in al her stories,
wherever they are set. Some, such as"A Real Durwan," take place in urban settings in or near Calcutta.
Others deal with immigrants at different stages on the road to assimilation. In"A Temporary Matter,"
Lahiri's sensitive and subtle portrayal of atroubled marriage, the fact that the couple is Indian seems almost
incidenta. In the title story, Mr. and Mrs. Das, both born in America, are taking their children to visit India
for the first time. One of Lahiri's giftsisthe ability to use different eyes and voices. Readers who enjoy these
stories should also appreciate the work of Bharati Mukherjee and G. S. Sharat Chandra's collection Sari of
the Gods, which was published last year. Mary Ellen Quinn

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bennett Fox:

This Interpreter of Maladies are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason
of this Interpreter of Maladies can be one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your previous
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed types. Beside that this Interpreter of Maladies giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's
have it and enjoy reading.

Karen Taylor:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the subject Interpreter of
Maladies suitable to you? The actual book was written by renowned writer in this era. Typically the book
untitled Interpreter of Maladiesis the one of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired
lots of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you ever
know prior to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. To
help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Diane McCarthy:

Beside this Interpreter of Maladies in your phone, it could give you away to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereis fresh in the oven so don't become
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Interpreter of

Mal adies because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss that? Find this book and also read it from today!


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

Lauren Zavala:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may haveitin e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Interpreter of Maladies can give you alot of close
friends because by you taking alook at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to
be great folks. So, why hesitate? We need to have Interpreter of Maladies.
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