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One of the most important philosophy titles published in the twentieth century,
Josef Pieper's Leisure, the Basis of Culture is more significant, even more
crucial, today than it was when it first appeared more than fifty years ago. This
edition also includes hiswork The Philosophical Act. Leisureis an attitude of the
mind and a condition of the soul that fosters a capacity to perceive the reality of
the world. Pieper shows that the Greeks and medieval Europeans, understood the
great value and importance of leisure. He also points out that religion can be born
only inleisure -- aleisure that allows time for the contemplation of the nature of
God. Leisure has been, and always will be, the first foundation of any culture.
Pieper maintains that our bourgeois world of total labor has vanquished leisure,
and issues a startling warning: Unless we regain the art of silence and insight, the
ability for non-activity, unless we substitute true leisure for our hectic
amusements, we will destroy our culture -- and ourselves.
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Editorial Review

Review
Pieper has subjects involved in everyone's life; he has theses that are so counter to prevailing trends as to be
sensational; and he has a style that is memorably clear and direct. --Chicago Tribune

Pieper's message for usisplain.... Theidolatry of the machine, the worship of mindless know-how, the
infantile cult of youth and the common mind-all this points to our peculiar leadership in the drift toward the
slave society.... Pieper's profound insights are impressive and even formidable. --New York Times Book
Review

These two short essays by a contemporary German philosopher go along way towards a lucid explanation of
the present crisisin civilisation.... The first essay... should be read by anyone-and young people in particular-
anxious to come to some conclusions about the nature of society." --The Spectator, London

About the Author
Josef Pieper (1904-1997) was an influential German Catholic philosopher, scholar, and author.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
Arthur Lee

The book Leisure: The Basis of Culture give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to
use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem aong with your subject. If you can make examining abook Leisure: The
Basis of Culture for being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start
and read a publication Leisure: The Basis of Culture. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-
book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joshua Par sons:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,

or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing
that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be
the e-book untitled Leisure: The Basis of Culture can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.



Guadalupe McCoy:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Leisure: The Basis of Culture guide
written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone
who el se read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still hesitation Leisure: The Basis of Culture as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. Thisis one guide that can break don't determine book by itsinclude, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Bonnie Howe:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is agroup of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide Leisure: The Basis of Culture wasfilled in relation to science. Spend your
extratime to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has severa fed when they
reading a book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the
modern eralike at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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