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Did you know that school originally meant “free time”? Or that a gymnasium
was originally a “nude practice area”? Or that nachos are named after Ignacio
“Nacho” Anaya, who created them? The fascinating stories of these words and
over three hundred more are told in More Word Histories and Mysteries: From
Aardvark to Zombie.

In this companion to the popular Word Histories and Mysteries: From
Abracadabra to Zeus, the most surprising stories in the history of English
vocabulary are told as a series of brief notes written in a lively and entertaining
style. Conveniently arranged in alphabetical order, the notes explore all corners
of the dictionary, from everyday words like flak and sideburns to scientific terms
like nitrogen to regionalisms like lagniappe.
The history of many words is traced back to Egypt, India, and other ancient
cultures.

A short introduction sketches the history of the English language and American
regional dialects. A handy glossary defines special terms for readers who wish to
learn more about linguistics and also gives information about the exotic
languages that have enriched our vocabulary.
Photographs and drawings enliven the pages and illuminate the understanding of
word histories.
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glossary defines special terms for readers who wish to learn more about linguistics and also gives
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Editorial Review

Review

[More Word Histories and Mysteries]continues an enjoyable series of words with colorful histories.
The Chicago Tribune

The book's informative yet informal writing style ... [appeals] to the amateur enthusiast ... accessibility is
further enhanced by a useful glossary.
Library Journal

About the Author

The Editors of the American Heritage Dictionaries are a team of professional lexicographers with advanced
degrees in various scholarly fields. The editors familiarize themselves with the vocabulary in specific subject
areas, collect materials on new developments and usage, and work with expert consultants to ensure that the
content of our publications is as accurate and as up-to-date as possible.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Elsberry:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled More Word Histories and Mysteries: From Aardvark to
Zombie. Try to make book More Word Histories and Mysteries: From Aardvark to Zombie as your friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than
ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jetta Butler:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They need to answer that question since just
their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because
start from on pre-school until university need this particular More Word Histories and Mysteries: From
Aardvark to Zombie to read.



Lori Roth:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This More Word Histories and
Mysteries: From Aardvark to Zombie is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Wendell Radford:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book More Word Histories and Mysteries:
From Aardvark to Zombie to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open a book and learn it. Beside that the book More Word Histories and Mysteries: From Aardvark to
Zombie can to be your brand-new friend when you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
their time.
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