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Often acclaimed as the finest Irish illustrator of all time, Harry Clarke (1889-
1931) first turned his hand to depicting the works of Edgar Allan Poe around
1914. Poe's work was ideally suited to Clarke, who drew in an intricate style
often reminiscent of Aubrey Beardsley, and was fascinated by the weird and
macabre. By 1919 Clarke had produced 24 drawings to accompany a new edition
of Poe's "Tales of Mystery and Imagination". It became a best-seller, and was
reprinted in 1923 with an additional 8 full-colour plates by Clarke.
NIGHTMARES IN DECAY features full-page reproductions of all 32 of
Clarke's Poe illustrations, including all 8 full colour plates, as well as vignettes
and rare variations. It also includes a lengthy illustrated biographical introduction
to Clarke, his life and his entire artistic oeuvre by D M Mitchell, making a total
of over 50 illustrations.
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Often acclaimed as the finest Irish illustrator of all time, Harry Clarke (1889-1931) first turned his hand to
depicting the works of Edgar Allan Poe around 1914. Poe's work was ideally suited to Clarke, who drew in
an intricate style often reminiscent of Aubrey Beardsley, and was fascinated by the weird and macabre. By
1919 Clarke had produced 24 drawings to accompany a new edition of Poe's "Tales of Mystery and
Imagination". It became a best-seller, and was reprinted in 1923 with an additional 8 full-colour plates by
Clarke. NIGHTMARES IN DECAY features full-page reproductions of all 32 of Clarke's Poe illustrations,
including all 8 full colour plates, as well as vignettes and rare variations. It also includes a lengthy illustrated
biographical introduction to Clarke, his life and his entire artistic oeuvre by D M Mitchell, making a total of
over 50 illustrations.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Harry Clarke (1889-1931) was the greatest of all Irish stained glass artists, as well as a brilliant painter and
book illustrator, comparable with Aubrey Beardsley, Edmund Dulac and Kay Nielsen, and influenced by the
Art Nouveau and Art Deco movements. His illustration work included The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, The Rape of the Lock by Alexander Pope, Hans Christian Andersen's Fairy Tales,
Fairy Tales by Charles Perrault, Faust by Goethe and Selected Poems of Algernon Charles Swinburne - but
his illustrations for Poe remain his dark masterpieces.

Member of underground band 'Photographed by Lightning from 1984 to the present, releasing music on
Fierce (home of the Pooh Sticks), Situation Normal and ONEIROS MUSIC labels. Author of "Savoy - A
Serious Life", a biography of Savoy Books and a study of the New Worlds 60s SF scene and its legacy. (pub
Savoy Books) ("Winner of the International Horror Guild Award for Outstanding Achievement (best
nonfiction title), 2004"). Short fiction, interviews and articles have appeared in numerous magazines and
anthologies including 'Rapid Eye', 'Beat Scene', 'Nox', 'Cold Cuts III', and 'Impulse'.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.
In his "Philosophy of Composition" Edgar Allan Poe claimed that his purpose as a writer was to make the
realization of a work of art depend on a prior, methodical organisation of its elements in view of producing a
desired effect. However much he may have believed that this was the sum and total of his work, even a
cursory analysis of a dozen of his pieces will show that although he 'moulded' and 'shaped' the material
consciously and meticulously, the source of his inspiration was always buried somewhere deep in the
caverns of an apocalyptic subconscious, hung with vast storm clouds and pierced by lightning flashes. In his
biographical notes of Poe, Baudelaire declared "Literary jealousies, infinite vertigo, marital woe, the
humiliation of poverty; Poe fled all of it in the darkness of his drunken stupor as if in the darkness of the
grave. For he drank not as a lush, but as a barbarian." The power of Poe's writings stems from the frisson
between his high intellectual faculties on the one hand and his atavistic self-destructiveness on the other.
Harry Clarke's illustrations for Poe's tales do not merely depict various scenes from the tales (often with a
fair bit of artistic license as regards interpretation) but also perfectly capture the mood of despair and
nihilism, coupled with the hysterical laughter of the infinite one often imagines when reading Poe's pieces.
All Clarke's distinctive trademarks are there; the ornate and profuse use of detail and decoration, and the
sinuous lines and stylised postures of the figures, still graceful but now also contorted into expressions of
maniacal obsession, depravity and insanity, horror and mortal terror. Often, rather than graphically depicting
the dynamic events described in a story, the illustration seems more like some weird still-life or a frozen
Byzantine icon. Frequently figures cluster together in enigmatic and symbolic groupings reminiscent of the
witches and devils in Goya's "Los Caprichos". But despite the macabre and often grisly subject matter, the
effect one comes away with is of a transcendent beauty - a 'convulsive beauty' as Andre Breton called it -
created by the tension between irreconcilably opposed elements placed in abnormal juxtaposition, or the
chance meeting of normally distant and unlikely material; in this instance, the horrific or melancholy subject
matter and the exquisitely graceful execution of the drawings. ......

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Jess Bolan:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Nightmares in Decay: The Edgar
Allan Poe Illustrations of Harry Clarke will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more confidence
if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
ideal book with you?

Aaron Jack:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Nightmares in Decay: The
Edgar Allan Poe Illustrations of Harry Clarke is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Denise Barnhart:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys that
aren't like that. This Nightmares in Decay: The Edgar Allan Poe Illustrations of Harry Clarke book is
readable by simply you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The
writer involving Nightmares in Decay: The Edgar Allan Poe Illustrations of Harry Clarke content conveys
the thought easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written
content but it just different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Nightmares in Decay: The Edgar Allan
Poe Illustrations of Harry Clarke is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Theresa Braun:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Nightmares in Decay: The Edgar Allan Poe Illustrations of
Harry Clarke why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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