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A comprehensive guide to a growing religious movement

If you want to study Paganism in more detail, this book is the place to start.
Based on a course in Paganism that the authors have taught for more than a
decade, it is full of exercises, meditations, and discussion questions for group or
individual study.

This book presents the basic fundamentals of Paganism. It explores what Pagans
are like; how the Pagan sacred year is arranged; what Pagans do in ritual; what
magick is; and what Pagans believe about God, worship, human nature, and
ethics.

For those who are exploring their own spirituality, or who want a good book to●

give to non-Pagan family and friends
A hands-on learning tool with magickal workings, meditations, discussion●

questions, and journal exercises
Offers in-depth discussion of ethics and magick●
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Most pagan primers jump right into the seasonal calendar, Celtic strands, pentagrams, spell casting and the
like. True to form, this offers a judicious overview of the calendar and the general characteristics and
essentials of Paganism as the Higginbothams see it interconnectedness and blessedness. To their credit,
though, the authors have crafted a very different kind of book, one of great spiritual depth that could be of
genuine and lasting service to anyone who is interested in sorting out the whats and whys of belief. Early on,
they outline the "big tent" of Paganism that shelters a dozen or more passageways (Wicca, Druidism,
Shamanism, Santer¡a, etc.), comparing it to Christianity and its popular denominations (Methodist, Roman
Catholic, etc.). Throughout, they employ calm and rational prose that seeks not to proselytize as much as to
aid discernment, making good on the authors' claim that, "Whether or not you decide to be a Pagan once you
finish [the book] is not as important as providing you with tools to help you identify your values and goals."
The seven chapters are nicely paced with illustrations, diagrams, visualization exercises, discussion points
and journal prompts, all of which can be used by individuals or groups. The authors tackle the charge of
Satanism head-on with success, but even more progressively (and clearly) they weave new discoveries in
physics into the life fabric of belief and action. The final chapter explores ethics, and similar to the others,
serves the broadest common good.
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
The founders of both a pagan church and the Council for Alternative Spiritual Traditions, the Higginbothams
here offer an overview of the belief systems comprising neopaganism. Included in the discussion are Wicca,
Shamanism, Asatru, Celtic traditionalism, Druidism, Santeria, Voodoo, and other forms prevalent in
paganism today. The authors proceed from central concepts of interconnectedness and blessedness, to a
definition of neopaganism and a discussion of personal responsibility for one's beliefs, to concepts of Deity,
Satan, the living universe, "magick," and ethics. The format is similar to that of many self-help books, with
text, diagrams, discussion questions, and meditation exercises. This clear, rational, and sympathetic
introduction to neopaganism for nonpagans will be helpful to all readers interested in exploring their
spirituality. This first book by the Higginbothams complements existing introductions, such as Margot
Adler's Drawing Down the Moon and Graham Harvey's Contemporary Paganism: Listening People,
Speaking Earth, at least one of which libraries should already have. Recommended for public and
undergraduate libraries and for religion collections. William P. Collins, Library of Congress
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Joyce and River have taught Paganism classes throughout the past decade. They have planned and organized
local and national Pagan gatherings, written articles for Pagan publications, appeared on radio and television
broadcasts, spoken at Christian and Unitarian churches, and attended interfaith councils. They also helped
found the Council for Alternative Spiritual Traditions, which hosts public Pagan and alternative events in the
Midwest.
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found the Council for Alternative Spiritual Traditions, which hosts public Pagan and alternative events in the
Midwest.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Barreto:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a publication you will get new information simply because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Paganism: An Introduction to Earth- Centered Religions, you are able to tells your
family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a
reserve.

Carlton Solley:

Beside this particular Paganism: An Introduction to Earth- Centered Religions in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have Paganism: An Introduction to Earth- Centered Religions because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this
book and also read it from now!

Anita Cannon:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Paganism: An Introduction to
Earth- Centered Religions can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek
activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Sandra Forester:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You



can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or
just seeking the Paganism: An Introduction to Earth- Centered Religions when you desired it?
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