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Winner of the Hemingway Foundation/PEN Award.

When Speedboat burst on the scene in the late ' 70s it was like nothing readers
had encountered before. It seemed to disregard the rules of the novel, but it wore
its unconventionality with ease. Reading it was a pleasure of a new, unexpected
kind. Above all, there was its voice, ambivalent, curious, wry, the voice of Jen
Fain, ajournalist negotiating the fraught landscape of contemporary urban
America. Party guests, taxi drivers, brownstone dwellers, professors, journalists,
presidents, and debutantes fill these dispatches from the world as Jen finds it.

A touchstone over the years for writers as different as David Foster Wallace and
Elizabeth Hardwick, Speedboat returns to enthrall a new generation of readers.
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Editorial Review

From Bookforum

Adler's novels concede the necessity of making fiction quicker, more terse, descriptively less elaborate than
the traditional thing called a novel, not so much in deference to shrunken attention spans, but as the most
plausible way of rendering the distracted, fragmentary quality of contemporary consciousness[...] They
describe what it's like to be living now, during this span of time, in our particular country and our particular
world. Thisiswhat the best novels have always done, and with any luck will continue to do. —Gary Indiana

Review

Renata Adler'sfirst novel, 'Speedboat” ... isthat kind of book. The kind you buy multiple copies of to push
on friends, the kind you dog-ear and mark up until it could line a hamster cage. A talisman, aweapon, a
touchstone. ... | don't press " The Notebooks of Malte Laurids Brigge" or "Beyond Good and Evil" on people
anymore. But that's the kind of book that kind of book is, burning in your thoughts, a grass fire, consuming
theair. ... Right down to itsfinal, just-right sentence, it's-- well, it will literally knock your socks off. Read
it. - Michagl Robbins, Chicago Tribune

Aftter years of being passed along to new readers like samizdat pamphlet. ... These are not works of
realism--they have a dreamlike quality-- but they contain as much reality as a Balzac novel does. It'sjust that
their reality isincantatory, sparse, periodically blazing. ... one of the more penetrating and oddly
hypnotizing books | know; reading it is like being in a snowstorm. ...If all you get from " Speedboat" and
"Pitch Dark" is a shudder of pleasure and self-recognition, you are probably not reading deeply enough.
Welcome Back, Renata Adler. - MeghanO'Rourke, The New Y orker

| Was In Love and Then | wasn't, and sometime during the drifting gray interim | was told by a bookseller
friend to read Renata Adler's 1976 debut, Speedboat, a novel that had long been out of print but was
absolutely, heinsisted, worth the trouble of the search. ... My friend was correct, as booksellers usualy are; it
was as though the novel had outstretched armsand | fell in - Anna

Weiner, Paris Review

No Longer Gone: After 20 years, Renata Adler IsBack In Print ... Adler is-to tweak aline sheused in a
notoriously negative review of Pauline Kael's criticism--page by page, line by line, and without interruption,
brilliant - Miranda Popkey, The New Y ork Observer

Soeedboat is dazzling ...line for line and sentence for sentence, it seemsto me thrilling. ... observant, funny,
urbane. ... What isitisawar novdl. ... after al - anarrative like any other. It will or it won't "come out."
Theway it eventually does, in a chaos of spies and hostages, is satisfying, even if it isnt optimistic. ... -
Matthew Spektor, The Believer.

“Ms. Adler’ swriting has turned out to be prescient and quietly influential, and her debut novel cast along
shadow on what | consider to be the strongest works of fiction published this year. Speedboat does not
prescribe to any novelistic convention—namely, plot (linear or not, it does not have one to speak of)—and
yet it digtills the novel to its most basic necessities. It is a series of digjointed paragraphs, each a kind of
novel initself, in which every sentence has the urgency of amortal wound.” —Michael Miller, The New
York Observer

“...Renata Adler’ s ahead-of -its-time novel Soeedboat has gone from cult favorite to undisputed classic.”



—The Fiction Advocate

“This novel is asemi-plotlessinvestigation of contemporary life, both actual and intellectual, in which every
sentence gleams and winks and lifts boulders. It isvital and dazzling and will never, never go out of style.”
—Flavorwire

“Written before the ubiquity of writing workshops and the polished sameness that hovers over most of the
polite novels published these days, these two books are triumphs now. They are evidence of what happens
when messy life meets clean white page in exquisite prose and should be lingered over, not digested in gulps
just to get to THE END.” —A.V. Club

“Told by Jen Fain, ajournalist, Speedboat is a fragmentary and frequently hilarious novel about what it was
to be an urban American in the 1970s. Here we have a narrator whose “1” 1ooks out, not in. Fain describes
her friends and work so keenly that at times she is almost effaced from her own narrative. In the space
opened up by this near absence, Adler achieves a prose that, despite the odd bum note, sounds disaffected
and despondent and charismatic all at once. ‘ There doesn’t seem to be a spirit of the times,” says Fain. But in
Adler we sense the very crystallisation of one.” —The Irish Times

"Sheis one of the most brilliant—that is, vivid, intense, astute, and penetrating—essayists in contemporary
letters, and most contrarian: much of what you think she will passionately undo. And sheis anovelist whose
voice, even decades after her books were written, seems new and original, and, if you are awriter, one you
wish were your own." —Michael Wolff, The Guardian

“1 think Speedboat will find a new generation of dazzled readers.” —Katie Roiphe, Sate

"Speedboat is as vital adocument of the last half of the American century as Souching Towards Bethlehem
and The Death and Life of Great American Cities. Right down to itsfinal, just-right sentence, it's—well, it
will literally knock your socks off." —Michael Robbins, Chicago Tribune

“ Soeedboat captivates by its jagged and frenetic changes of pitch and tone and voice. Adler confides,
reflects, tells a story, aphorizes, undercuts the aphorism, then undercuts that. Ideas, experiences, and
emotions are inseparable. | don’'t know what she'll say next. She tantalizes by being simultaneously daring
and elusive.” —David Shields, Reality Hunger

“Nobody writes better prose than Renata Adler.” —John Leonard, Vanity Fair

“A brilliant series of glimpses into the special oddities and new terrors of contemporary life—abrupt, painful,
and altogether splendid.” —Donald Barthelme

“When Speedboat burst on the scene in the late * 70s it was like nothing readers had encountered before. It
seemed to disregard the rules of the novel, but it wore its unconventionality with ease. Reading it was a
pleasure of a new, unexpected kind. Above all, there was its voice, ambivalent, curious, wry.... A touchstone
over the years for writers.” —Bookforum for The Oyster Review

About the Author

Renata Adler was born in Milan and raised in Connecticut. Shereceived a B.A. from Bryn Mawr, an M.A.
from Harvard, aD.d E.S. from the Sorbonne, aJ.D. from Yae Law School, and an LL.D. (honorary) from
Georgetown. Adler became a staff writer at The New Yorker in 1963 and, except for ayear as the chief film
critic of The New York Times, remained at The New Yorker for the next four decades. Her books include A



Year in the Dark (1969); Toward a Radical Middle (1970); Reckless Disregard: Westmoreland v. CBSet al.,
Sharon v. Time (1986); Canaries in the Mineshaft (2001); Gone: The Last Days of The New Y orker (1999);
Irreparable Harm: The U.S. Supreme Court and The Decision That Made George W. Bush President (2004);
and the novels Speedboat (1976; winner of the Ernest Hemingway Award for Best First Novel) and Pitch
Dark (1983).

Guy Trebay reports on culture for The New York Times. He was previously a columnist for The Village Voice
and has written for The New Yorker, Condé Nast Traveler, Travel and Leisure, Harper’'s, Esquire, Grand
Street, and other major publications. His work, twice honored with the Meyer Berger Award, presented by
the Columbia University School of Journalism, has received numerous other awards, been widely
anthologized, and was collected in In The Place to Be: Guy

Trebay’'s New York.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Heather Goodson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
reguire something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it
isright. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Speedboat (NY RB Classics) to read.

Kate Word:

The e-book untitled Speedboat (NY RB Classics) isthe e-book that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can
see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of analysis when write the book,
so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. Y ou also will get the e-book
of Speedboat (NY RB Classics) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Rose Bennett:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways attempt to and must have the free time or they will get great
deal of stressfrom both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have extratime, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just arobot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the actual book you haveread is
definitely Speedboat (NY RB Classics).



Carol Benally:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may doesn't work here
isdifficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer could be Speedboat (NY RB Classics) why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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