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In March 2005, Ashley Smith made headlines around the globe when she
miraculously talked her way out of the hands of alleged courthouse killer Brian
Nichols after he took her hostage for seven hoursin her suburban Atlanta
apartment. In this moving, inspirational account, the 27-year-old widowed
mother of a six-year-old girl shares for the first time the little-known details of
her traumatic ordeal, and expands on how her faith and the bestselling book The
Purpose-Driven Life helped her survive and bring the killer's murderous rampage
to a peaceful end. Like her captor, Smith too, has faced darkness and despair. Y et
even during the most desolate times of her life, she yearned for something better.
Seeking anew life, she moved to Atlanta, got a job, enrolled in a medical
assistant training program, and was beginning to find her way to becoming the
kind of mom she wanted her little girl to have. Then Brian Nichols took her
hostage. Just hours earlier, he'd allegedly shot to death ajudge, a court reporter, a
deputy, and a federal agent, and escaped in a stolen vehicle. Ashley had paid only
passing attention to media coverage of the unfolding manhunt. Now she found
herself face to face with Nichols, a desperate, heavily armed man with nothing
left to lose. Unlikely Angel is Ashley's gripping, powerful account of how this
nightmare scenario developed into a remarkable connection between a man
wanted for multiple murders and a single mother struggling to make a fresh
beginning from her checkered and tragic past. Juxtaposing the minute-by-minute
tale of her experience with the never-before-told tragedies and triumphs of her
own life, Unlikely Angel isastory that will leave no reader untouched.
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In March 2005, Ashley Smith made headlines around the globe when she miraculously talked her way out of
the hands of alleged courthouse killer Brian Nichols after he took her hostage for seven hoursin her
suburban Atlanta apartment. In this moving, inspirational account, the 27-year-old widowed mother of a six-
year-old girl shares for the first time the little-known details of her traumatic ordeal, and expands on how her
faith and the bestselling book The Purpose-Driven Life helped her survive and bring the killer's murderous
rampage to a peaceful end. Like her captor, Smith too, has faced darkness and despair. Y et even during the
most desolate times of her life, she yearned for something better. Seeking a new life, she moved to Atlanta,
got ajob, enrolled in amedical assistant training program, and was beginning to find her way to becoming
the kind of mom she wanted her little girl to have. Then Brian Nicholstook her hostage. Just hours earlier,
he'd allegedly shot to death ajudge, a court reporter, a deputy, and a federal agent, and escaped in a stolen
vehicle. Ashley had paid only passing attention to media coverage of the unfolding manhunt. Now she found
herself face to face with Nichols, a desperate, heavily armed man with nothing left to lose. Unlikely Angel is
Ashley's gripping, powerful account of how this nightmare scenario devel oped into a remarkable connection
between a man wanted for multiple murders and a single mother struggling to make a fresh beginning from
her checkered and tragic past. Juxtaposing the minute-by-minute tale of her experience with the never-
before-told tragedies and triumphs of her own life, Unlikely Angel is a story that will leave no reader
untouched.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thisisless the story of awoman being held hostage in her apartment than an inspirational tract that could
serve as a companion volume to The Purpose-Driven Life and become required reading in rehab clinics.
Smith had been weaning herself off of speed, pot and Xanax when, after having been up the previous night
snorting "ice" (methamphetamines, or "those drugs,” as she frequently says) and setting up her new
apartment, Brian Nichols held her hostage after killing several people while escaping from an Atlanta
courthouse. Over the next seven hours, Smith convinced herself that God sent Nicholsto straighten her out,
and, between her cutting lines of speed for him to snort off her bathroom counter, showing him pictures of
her daughter and family, reading him passages of ThePurpose-Driven Life, helping him ditch atruck he'd
stolen, telling him about her murdered husband and cooking Nichols a pancake breakfast, she persuaded him
to turn himself in. The pedestrian writing and Smith's moment-by-moment analysis of what's happening
make for afrustrating read, but those looking for a simple story about overcoming addiction and persevering
in the face of adversity will find this worthwhile. (Sept. 27)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"...anewly minted author and celebrity." -- Atlanta Journal-Constitution

"...aremarkable tale of redemption." -- Augusta Chronicle

"...could serve as a companion volume to The Purpose-Driven Life. -- Publishers Weekly

"...required reading.” -- Publishers Weekly

"Smith |eads the reader through the long, dangerous night, minute-by-minute." -- The Sunday Oklahoman

"Smith’ s revelations offer a new wrinkle to a story that...captivated the country." -- Newsweek

Review

Thisisless the story of awoman being held hostage in her apartment than an inspirational tract that could
serve as a companion volume to The Purpose-Driven Life and become required reading in rehab clinics.
Smith had been weaning herself off of speed, pot and Xanax when, after having been up the previous night
snorting 'ice' (methamphetamines, or 'those drugs,’ as she frequently says) and setting up her new apartment,
Brian Nichols held her hostage after killing several people while escaping from an Atlanta courthouse. Over
the next seven hours, Smith convinced herself that God sent Nichols to straighten her out, and, between her
cutting lines of speed for him to snort off her bathroom counter, showing him pictures of her daughter and
family, reading him passages of The Purpose-Driven Life, helping him ditch atruck he'd stolen, telling him
about her murdered husband and cooking Nichols a pancake breakfast, she persuaded him to turn himself in.
The pedestrian writing and Smith's moment-by-moment analysis of what's happening make for a frustrating
read, but those looking for a simple story about overcoming addiction and persevering in the face of
adversity will find this worthwhile. (Sept. 27) -- Publisher's Weekly



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gabriel Cleveland:

The book Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the Atlanta Hostage Hero give you a sense of feeling enjoy
for your sparetime. Y ou can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking
at abook Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the Atlanta Hostage Hero to be your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may
know everything if you like open up and read a book Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the Atlanta
Hostage Hero. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this reserve?

Bryan Jones:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a book your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Unlikely Angel : The
Untold Story of the Atlanta Hostage Hero book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

India Oakley:

Beside thiskind of Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the Atlanta Hostage Hero in your phone, it can give
you away to get more close to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
will got hereis fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you fedl like an aged peoplelivein
narrow town. It is good thing to have Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the Atlanta Hostage Hero
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to missthat? Find this
book and read it from now!

Jacob Hill:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update regarding something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them isthis Unlikely Angel : The Untold Story of the
Atlanta Hostage Hero.
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