
What's Wrong with the United Nations and
How to Fix it

By Thomas G. Weiss

What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it By Thomas G.
Weiss

Six decades after its establishment, the United Nations and its system of related
agencies and programs are perpetually in crisis. While the twentieth-century’s
world wars gave rise to ground-breaking efforts at international organization in
1919 and 1945, today’s UN is ill-equipped to deal with contemporary challenges
to world order. Neither the end of the Cold War nor the aftermath of 9/11 has led
to the “next generation” of multilateral institutions.

But what exactly is wrong with the UN, and how can we fix it? Is it possible to
retrofit the world body? In his succinct and hard-hitting analysis, Thomas G.
Weiss takes a diagnose-and-cure approach to the world organization’s inherent
difficulties. In the first half of the book, he considers: the problems of
international leadership and decision making in a world of self-interested states;
the diplomatic difficulties caused by the artificial divisions between the
industrialized North and the global South; the structural problems of managing
the UN’s many overlapping jurisdictions, agencies, and bodies; and the
challenges of bureaucracy and leadership. The second half shows how to mitigate
these maladies and points the way to a world in which the UN’s institutional ills
might be “cured.” His remedies are not based on pious hopes of a miracle cure
for the UN, but rather on specific and encouraging examples that could be
replicated. With considered optimism and in contrast to received wisdom, Weiss
contends that substantial change in intergovernmental institutions is plausible and
possible.

The new and expanded second edition of this well-regarded and indispensable
book will continue to spark debate amongst students, scholars, and policymakers
concerned with international politics, as well as anyone genuinely interested in
the future of the United Nations and multilateral cooperation.
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international organization in 1919 and 1945, today’s UN is ill-equipped to deal with contemporary
challenges to world order. Neither the end of the Cold War nor the aftermath of 9/11 has led to the “next
generation” of multilateral institutions.

But what exactly is wrong with the UN, and how can we fix it? Is it possible to retrofit the world body? In
his succinct and hard-hitting analysis, Thomas G. Weiss takes a diagnose-and-cure approach to the world
organization’s inherent difficulties. In the first half of the book, he considers: the problems of international
leadership and decision making in a world of self-interested states; the diplomatic difficulties caused by the
artificial divisions between the industrialized North and the global South; the structural problems of
managing the UN’s many overlapping jurisdictions, agencies, and bodies; and the challenges of bureaucracy
and leadership. The second half shows how to mitigate these maladies and points the way to a world in
which the UN’s institutional ills might be “cured.” His remedies are not based on pious hopes of a miracle
cure for the UN, but rather on specific and encouraging examples that could be replicated. With considered
optimism and in contrast to received wisdom, Weiss contends that substantial change in intergovernmental
institutions is plausible and possible.

The new and expanded second edition of this well-regarded and indispensable book will continue to spark
debate amongst students, scholars, and policymakers concerned with international politics, as well as anyone
genuinely interested in the future of the United Nations and multilateral cooperation.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Alas, Thomas Weiss has written a very good book - he makes clear how badly the UN is broken."
Economic and Political Weekly

"By any standard, this is a work of unusual ambition, scope, and insight. Only Tom Weiss, one of the UN’s
most prolific and experienced observers, could so adroitly capture the world body’s perils and promise with
such a winning combination of clarity, rigor, and wisdom."
Edward C. Luck, Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General

"A comprehensive and extremely thoughtful analysis by the leading scholar of the UN in the United States,
this should be on the required reading list for the US president, and the leaders of other nations as well."
Craig N. Murphy, Wellesley College and University of Massachusetts Boston

“This is a very timely book, given the broad spectrum of growing difficulties facing the international system
and the United Nations. It provides an analytically powerful and empirically rich account of a UN in crisis,
followed by a range of sensible suggestions to place the world organization on a more sound footing in its
address of deepening challenges. It speaks to issues of profound scholarly and policy relevance in a way that
is eminently accessible to a wide range of readers.
S. Neil MacFarlane, St Anne’s College, University of Oxford

About the Author

Thomas G. Weiss is Presidential Professor at the City University of New York’s Graduate Center and
Director of the Ralph Bunche Institute for International Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Metcalf:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it had been
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The publication What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it is not only
giving you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book What's Wrong with
the United Nations and How to Fix it. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.



Byron Angle:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to
Fix it as the daily resource information.

Willie Alford:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you
go through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what forms of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your examine, you can
read education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us
novel, comics, and soon. The What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it provide you with a
new experience in studying a book.

Joseph Lewis:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that recommended
for you is What's Wrong with the United Nations and How to Fix it this reserve consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown
up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. That is why this book ideal all of you.
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