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With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of
the romantic novels of her day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a
hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth. A pious girl in a
Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of
her classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly
reclassified as a man. Alone and desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty
in a miserable attic in Paris.

Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative,
articulate, eerily prescient as she imagines her corpse under the probing
instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to our own
notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the
archives of the French Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the
graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body before and after her death. In a
striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of
the age of modern sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Herculine Barbin can be savored like a libertine novel. The ingenousness of Herculine, the passionate yet
equivocal tenderness which thrusts her into the arms, even into the beds, of her companions, gives these
pages a charm strangely erotic...Michel Foucault has a genius for bringing to light texts and reviving
destinies outside the ordinary."Le Monde, July 1978

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

From the Inside Flap
With an eye for the sensual bloom of young schoolgirls, and the torrid style of the romantic novels of her
day, Herculine Barbin tells the story of her life as a hermaphrodite. Herculine was designated female at birth.
A pious girl in a Catholic orphanage, a bewildered adolescent enchanted by the ripening bodies of her
classmates, a passionate lover of another schoolmistress, she is suddenly reclassified as a man. Alone and
desolate, he commits suicide at the age of thirty in a miserable attic in Paris.
Here, in an erotic diary, is one lost voice from our sexual past. Provocative, articulate, eerily prescient as she
imagines her corpse under the probing instruments of scientists, Herculine brings a disturbing perspective to
our own notions of sexuality. Michel Foucault, who discovered these memoirs in the archives of the French
Department of Public Hygiene, presents them with the graphic medical descriptions of Herculine's body
before and after her death. In a striking contrast, a painfully confused young person and the doctors who
examine her try to sort out the nature of masculine and feminine at the dawn of the age of modern sexuality.
"Herculine Barbin can be savored like a libertine novel. The ingenousness of Herculine, the passionate yet
equivocal tenderness which thrusts her into the arms, even into the beds, of her companions, gives these
pages a charm strangely erotic...Michel Foucault has a genius for bringing to light texts and reviving
destinies outside the ordinary."Le Monde, July 1978

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Fowler:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth
Century French Hermaphrodite).

Harry Nelson:

The experience that you get from Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth



Century French Hermaphrodite) could be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside words
the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Herculine Barbin
(Being the Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) giving you joy
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply
anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently
Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) instantly.

Daria Gertz:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Herculine Barbin (Being the
Recently Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) is simple to create you can
read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Samantha Graham:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently Discovered
Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) as well as others sources were given expertise for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or maybe students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In
various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Herculine Barbin (Being the Recently
Discovered Memoirs of a Nineteenth Century French Hermaphrodite) to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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