Moloka'i: A Novel

By Alan Brennert

Read Online ©

Moloka'i: A Novel By Alan Brennert

Thisrichly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, isan
extraordinary epic of alittle-known time and place---and a deeply moving
testament to the resiliency of the human spirit.

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-
off lands like her father, a merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark
appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from her. Taken from her home
and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on
theisland of Molokai. Here her lifeis supposed to end---but instead she
discoversit isonly just beginning.

With avibrant cast of vividly realized characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life
chronicle of apeople who embraced life in the face of death. Such is the warmth,
humor, and compassion of this novel that "few readers will remain unchanged by
Rachel's story" (mostlyfiction.com).
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Thisrichly imagined novel, set in Hawai'i more than a century ago, is an extraordinary epic of alittle-known
time and place---and a deeply moving testament to the resiliency of the human spirit.

Rachel Kalama, a spirited seven-year-old Hawaiian girl, dreams of visiting far-off lands like her father, a
merchant seaman. Then one day a rose-colored mark appears on her skin, and those dreams are stolen from
her. Taken from her home and family, Rachel is sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined leprosy settlement on the
island of Molokai. Here her life is supposed to end---but instead she discoversit is only just beginning.

With avibrant cast of vividly realized characters, Moloka'i is the true-to-life chronicle of a people who
embraced life in the face of death. Such is the warmth, humor, and compassion of this novel that "few
readers will remain unchanged by Rachel's story" (mostlyfiction.com).
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Compellingly original in its conceit, Brennert's sweeping debut novel tracks the grim struggle of a Hawaiian
woman who contracts leprosy as a child in Honolulu during the 1890s and is deported to the island of
Moloka, where she grows to adulthood at the quarantined settlement of Kalaupapa. Rachel Kalamaisthe
plucky, seven-year-old heroine whose family is devastated when first her uncle Pono and then she develop
leprous sores and are quarantined with the disease. While Rachel's symptoms remain mild during her youth,
she watches others her age dying from the disease in near total isolation from family and friends. Rachel
finds happiness when she meets Kenji Utagawa, a fellow leprosy victim whaose illness brings shame on his
Japanese family. After atender courtship, Rachel and Kenji marry and have a daughter, but the birth of their
healthy baby brings as much grief as joy, when they must give her up for adoption to prevent infection. The
couple cope with the loss of their daughter and settle into a productive working life until Kenji triesto stop a
guarantined U.S. soldier from beating up his girlfriend and is tragically killed in the subsequent fight. The
poignant concluding chapters portray Rachel's final years after sulfa drugs are discovered as a cure, leaving
her free to abandon Molokai and seek out her family and daughter. Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a
memorable character, and his smooth storytelling vividly brings early 20th-century Hawaii to life. Leprosy
may seem a macabre subject, but Brennert transforms the material into atouching, lovely account of a
woman's journey as she rises above the limitations of a devastating illness.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
“A dazzling historical novel.” ?The Washington Post
“Moloka'i is ahaunting story of tragedy in a Pacific paradise.” ?Robert Morgan, author of Gap Creek

“Alan Brennert draws on historical accounts of Kalaupapa and weavesin traditional Hawaiian stories and
customs.... Moloka'i isthe story of people who had much taken from them but also gained an unexpected
new family and community in the process.” ?Chicago Tribune

“[An] absorbing novel...Brennert evokes the evolution of--and hardships on--Molokali in engaging prose that
conveys a strong sense of place.” ?National Geographic Traveler

“Moving and elegiac.” ?Honolulu Star-Bulletin

“Compellingly origina...Brennert's compassion makes Rachel a memorable character, and his smooth
storytelling vividly brings early twentieth-century Hawai'i to life.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)
About the Author

Alan Brennert isanovelist (Time and Chance) as well as an Emmy Award-winning screenwriter (L.A.
Law). Helivesin Southern California, but his heart isin Hawai'i.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
John McGinnis:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book titled Moloka'i: A Novel?
Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Dwight Richardson:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience happy read one having
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Often the Molokai: A Novel iskind of guide which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Glen Hall:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyonein
everywhere. The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which isinside the former life are chalenging be find than now is
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Molokai: A Novel as your daily resource information.

Tom Salgado:

The guide with title Molokai: A Novel includes alot of information that you can understand it. Y ou can get
alot of benefit after read this book. That book exist new understanding the information that exist in this
reserve represented the condition of the world today. That isimportant to yo7u to find out how the
improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the the positive effect. Y ou can
read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.
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