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This book is the first systematic examination of the emerging arms race in Asia.

The global trade in arms is to a large degree underpinned by the strong demand
for arms in Asia and the Middle East, the two largest arms export markets in the
world. Of these two regions Asia has become particularly significant, led by the
emergence of China and India as major powers. It is therefore not surprising that
the rapid military modernisation in Asia, accompanied by significant increases in
the size and sophistication of armed forces, has generated attention as to its
trends, key characteristics, causes and implications. This phenomenon, which has
become evident since the end of the Cold War, has also been widely described as
an Asian 'arms race'.

This book evaluates the key conceptual ideas which can shed light on this
phenomenon, as well as examining the complex mix of internal, external and
technological factors that have led to its emergence. The volume explores the
way in which the arms race is leading ultimately to three distinctive blocs in the
emerging geostrategic landscape: a loose bloc of US allies in the region; a
counter-bloc of potential US adversaries; and a neutral bloc of states with
industrial age armed forces whose allegiances will vary according to
circumstances and geostrategic developments. The Arms Race in Asia concludes
that if the emerging arms race is left unchecked, it is likely that Asia will
increasingly become a region of instability, marked by conflicts and interstate
wars.

The book will be of great interest to students of Asian politics, strategic studies,
defence studies, security studies and IR in general.
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This book is the first systematic examination of the emerging arms race in Asia.

The global trade in arms is to a large degree underpinned by the strong demand for arms in Asia and the
Middle East, the two largest arms export markets in the world. Of these two regions Asia has become
particularly significant, led by the emergence of China and India as major powers. It is therefore not
surprising that the rapid military modernisation in Asia, accompanied by significant increases in the size and
sophistication of armed forces, has generated attention as to its trends, key characteristics, causes and
implications. This phenomenon, which has become evident since the end of the Cold War, has also been
widely described as an Asian 'arms race'.

This book evaluates the key conceptual ideas which can shed light on this phenomenon, as well as examining
the complex mix of internal, external and technological factors that have led to its emergence. The volume
explores the way in which the arms race is leading ultimately to three distinctive blocs in the emerging
geostrategic landscape: a loose bloc of US allies in the region; a counter-bloc of potential US adversaries;
and a neutral bloc of states with industrial age armed forces whose allegiances will vary according to
circumstances and geostrategic developments. The Arms Race in Asia concludes that if the emerging arms
race is left unchecked, it is likely that Asia will increasingly become a region of instability, marked by
conflicts and interstate wars.

The book will be of great interest to students of Asian politics, strategic studies, defence studies, security
studies and IR in general.
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Editorial Review

Review

‘As the centre of gravity of global politics shifts to Asia, it is imperative to understand the military
dynamic in the region, especially as by most accounts the Asian region remains primed for
conflict. Tan's meticulous work on the causes and consequences of an emerging arms race in Asia will
go a long way in shaping the theoretical and policy debate on this very crucial aspect of a rising Asia.’
-- Harsh V. Pant, King's College London
 
‘Tan has done a great service with this comprehensive, systematic and clearly presented assessment of
the remarkable military advances among Asia’s highly competitive governments. The region’s
economic miracle is accompanied by pervasive suspicion and reliance on ever greater military power,
prompting security dilemmas and forecasts of increased tension and instability.’ -- Robert
Sutter,George Washington University, USA

'Emerging as the "Asian century", could the twenty-first century avoid the devastating history of
Europe repeating itself in Asia? A. Tan thoroughly examines this question, supporting his interesting
observations with empirical data and theoretical considerations. '--Yaacov Lifshitz, BESA Center for
Strategic Studies, Israel

About the Author

Andrew T. H. Tan is an Associate Professor and Convenor of International Studies at the University of New
South Wales, Australia. He has published fourteen books and many journal articles and book chapters.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts. When
you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian Security Studies), you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a
reserve.



Johnny Cervantes:

The publication untitled The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian Security Studies) is
the publication that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian
Security Studies) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Virginia Benson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book entitled
The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian Security Studies) your mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get before. The The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian
Security Studies) giving you another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Robin Holloway:

Beside this specific The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes and implications (Asian Security Studies) in
your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Arms Race in Asia: Trends, causes
and implications (Asian Security Studies) because this book offers to your account readable information. Do
you oftentimes have book but you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if
you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from now!
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