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It was at Black Mountain College that Merce Cunningham formed his dance
company, John Cage staged his first "happening," and Buckminster Fuller built
his first dome. Although it lasted only twenty-four years (1933-1957) and
enrolled fewer than 1,200 students, Black Mountain College launched a
remarkable number of the artists who spearheaded the avant-garde in America of
the 1960s. The faculty included such diverse talents as Anni and Josef Albers,
Eric Bentley, Ilya Bolotowsky, Robert Creeley, Willem de Kooning, Robert
Duncan, Lyonel Feininger, Paul Goodman, Walter Gropius, Franz Kline, Robert
Motherwell, and Charles Olson. Among the students were Ruth Asawa, John
Chamberlain, Francine du Plessix Gray, Kenneth Noland, Arthur Penn, Robert
Rauschenberg, Kenneth Snelson, Cy Twombly, Stan Vanderbeek, and Jose
Yglesias.In this definitive account of the arts at Black Mountain College, back in
print after many years, Mary Emma Harris describes a unique educational
experiment and the artists and writers who conducted it. She replaces the myth of
the college as a haphazardly conceived venture with a portrait of a consciously
directed liberal arts school that grew out of the progressive education movement.
Proceeding chronologically through the four major periods of the college's
history, Harris covers every aspect of its extraordinary curriculum in the visual,
literary, and performing arts.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Launched in the depths of the Depression, Black Mountain College had fewer than 1300 pupils over its 24-
year lifespan. Yet this haven of experimentation in the North Carolina hills counted among its students and
faculty Franz Kline, Walter Gropius, Josef Albers, Charles Olson, Robert Creeley, Robert De Niro,
Buckminster Fuller, Merce Cunningham and Willem de Kooning, among others. Based on some 300
interviews as well as primary sources, this revealing study by an art historian traces the school's evolution
from a small, innovative liberal arts college with a general curriculum to a creative community of practicing
artists. Despite bitter internal conflicts and a certain insularity, Black Mountain risked constant financial
worries to maintain a democratic openness and willingness to "let things happen." This attractively illustrated
chronicle documents the gamut of creativity, from painting to weaving, ceramics, dance, graphic arts and
photography.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Few colleges have had as much influence on American culture as Black Mountain College, an educational
establishment open for only 24 years. Through a holistic approach and concentration on the arts, the college
aimed to prepare students for life in a democracy. Education at the college encompassed not just academics
but every aspect of life, from growing food to making furniture. Harris, an art historian, has done a superb
research job, documenting in detail the life of the college from its founding in 1933 to its closing in 1957.
The book is lavishly illustrated with scenes of the college, its students, and some of their work. Also included
is an appendix listing those involved with the college: Charles Olson, John Cage, Buckminster Fuller, and
Merce Cunningham are among the notables.Nancy R. Ives, State Univ. of New York at Geneseo
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Katz manages to evoke a world of cross-media artistic possibility that seems as vast as it was often joyous."
Publisher's Weekly

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Tatum Martin:

The book The Arts at Black Mountain College can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book The Arts at Black
Mountain College? A number of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts
that you take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Arts at Black
Mountain College has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.



Rose Slagle:

This The Arts at Black Mountain College book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world
is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is usually information inside this guide
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. That The Arts at Black Mountain College without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Arts at Black Mountain College
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This The Arts at Black Mountain College having very good
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Dolores Schreiber:

This The Arts at Black Mountain College is brand-new way for you who has interest to look for some
information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Arts at Black Mountain College can be the light food
to suit your needs because the information inside this specific book is easy to get through anyone. These
books produce itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in reserve form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as
knowledge.

Gail Nugent:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social such as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the The Arts at Black Mountain College when you desired it?
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