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Advance Praise

""The Fight of the Century brings back memories of a different and troubled time
both in sports and in our country. It is vividly reported and a perfect example of
the old saying that the genius is in the details.""

--John Feinstein

""The Fight of the Century just floats like a butterfly and sings like a canary.
Arkush recaptures the period of the late '60s when America was in a quandary
about Vietnam, Ali's refusal to be drafted, about Smokin' Joe Frazier's claim on
the heavyweight title, and the amazing build-up to this great fight. I saw the fight
and remember the intensity in Madison Square Garden; people were fainting in
the aisles. The electricity of that fight buzzes through this book.""

--Phil Jackson

""Ali-Frazier I was the greatest sports event I ever saw or ever expect to see.
With his landscape portrait of the men and their times, Michael Arkush takes us
again to that historic moment in Madison Square Garden when two of boxing's
proudest warriors began their blood feud.""

--Dave Kindred, author of Sound and Fury: Two Powerful Lives, One Fateful
Friendship

""Arkush not only gives us the inside story on one of the century's signature
sporting events, he frames it politically and socially. I was there, and now I know
much more about what happened. This is flesh and blood and history.""

--Robert Lipsyte

""The Fight of the Century transcends the mere sports story. In Michael Arkush's
capable hands, this classic duel and its surrounding pressures and personalities
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show us where we have been as a society and where we are going. It is a story
that truly stands for a place and time. It is a fully engrossing read.""

--Michael Connelly, #1 New York Times bestselling author

""Never is a long time, but there'll never be another cosmic boxing event like
Ali-Frazier I. Michael Arkush brings alive that melodrama with all its political-
social implications, wheeling and dealing, hyping and hitting.""

--Larry Merchant, author and boxing commentator

""A richly detailed history of Ali and Frazier's first big fight and the social and
political forces at play. A great read.""

--Ron Shelton, director of Bull Durham and Tin Cup
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Editorial Review

Review

* ""...an enthralling and meticulous account of genuine sporting rivalry...Brilliantly capturing the
unprecedented grandiosity of the occasion... must be recommended"" (The Independent, October 27th 2008)

Review
"Arkush not only gives us the inside story on one of the century's signature sporting events, he frames it
politically and socially. I was there, and now I know much more about what happened. This is flesh and
blood and history."--Robert Lipsyte

"Ali-Frazier I was the greatest sports event I ever saw or ever expect to see. With his landscape portrait of
the men and their times, Michael Arkush takes us again to that historic moment in Madison Square Garden
when two of boxing's proudest warriors began their blood feud."--Dave Kindred, author of SOUND AND
FURY: Two Powerful Lives, One Fateful Friendship.

"The Fight of the Centurytranscends the mere sports story. In Michael Arkush's capable hands, this classic
duel and its surrounding pressures and personalities show us where we have been as a society and where we
are going. It is a story that truly stands for a place and time. It is a fully engrossing read."--Michael Connelly,
#1 New York Times bestelling author

"Never is a long time but there'll never be another cosmic boxing event like Ali-Frazier. Michael Arkush
brings alive that melodrama with all its political-social implications, wheeling and dealing, hyping and
hitting." - Larry Merchant, author and boxing commentator.

"A richly detailed history of Ali and Frazier's first big fight and the social and political forces at play. A great
read."--Ron Shelton, director of Bull Durham and Tin Cup

"Fight of The Century brings back memories of a different and troubled time both in sports and in our
country. It is vividly reported and a perfect example of the old saying that the genius is in the details."--John
Feinstein

From the Inside Flap

It was more than the long-awaited showdown between two superb athletes in their prime, more than the
ultimate test of speed and artistry versus power and endurance. It was more than a boxing match, much more.
The first meeting between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier at Madison Square Garden on March 8, 1971,
transcended the world of sports to become a major international media spectacle with tremendous social and
political overtones.

In The Fight of the Century, sportswriter Michael Arkush delves behind the scenes to explore the richly
textured history and the ongoing impact of one of the most important sporting events of all time, a battle not
only between two undefeated champions, but between two competing views of a nation still reeling from the
turbulent 1960s.

Arkush draws from interviews with Ali's trainer, Angelo Dundee; his doctor, Ferdie Pacheco; and more than



100 others to examine how the fight, watched by more than 300 million viewers around the world, ushered in
a new era of sports marketing. From then on, every game would be turned into an "event," powered by over-
the-top hype and carefully staged pageantry.

This sweeping real-life saga features insightful portraits of both fighters. The outspoken Ali, coming back to
boxing after a three-and-a-half-year ban for evading the military draft, was already one of the best-known
human beings on the planet—a hero to millions, though certainly a thorn in the side of America's power
structure. Frazier, by contrast, did not feel compelled to constantly weigh in on the political issues of his
time, though he did?refuse to call his opponent by his adopted Islamic name, instead referring to him as
Cassius Clay.

Among many telling details in this fascinating account, you'll discover why Ali's favorite foil, Howard
Cosell, who had defended the champ passionately during his exile, did not call the fight, and how a
prominent Hollywood agent and a California businessman teamed up to promote the event. You'll also learn
how a little-known Georgia legislator helped make Ali's comeback possible.

Complete with photos of both fighters at the peak of their careers, The Fight of the Century is very likely the
most dramatic, compelling, and moving sports story you will ever read.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Hutter:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by talk with the internet and the resources
inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be smart in
getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Fight of the Century: Ali vs. Frazier March
8, 1971 book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Patrick Bodin:

The guide untitled The Fight of the Century: Ali vs. Frazier March 8, 1971 is the e-book that recommended
to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of The Fight of the Century: Ali vs. Frazier March 8, 1971 from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Tiffany Zamora:

The Fight of the Century: Ali vs. Frazier March 8, 1971 can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Fight of the Century:



Ali vs. Frazier March 8, 1971 yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn
you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.

Bradley Ray:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Fight of the Century: Ali vs.
Frazier March 8, 1971 reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Fight of the
Century: Ali vs. Frazier March 8, 1971 as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This
is one publication that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have
to listening to an additional sixth sense.
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