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From its growth in Europe in the nineteenth century, detective fiction has
developed into one of the most popular genres of literature and popular culture
more widely. In this monograph, Mary Evans examines detective fiction and
its complex relationship to the modern and to modernity. She focuses on two
key themes: the moral relationship of detection (and the detective) to a
particular social world and the attempt to restore and even improve the
social world that has been threatened and fractured by a crime, usually that
of murder. It is a characteristic of much detective fiction that the detective,
the pursuer, is a social outsider: this status creates a complex web of
relationships between detective, institutional life and dominant and
subversive moralities. Evans questions who and what the detective stands
for and suggests that the answer challenges many of our assumptions about
the relationship between various moralities in the modern world.
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From its growth in Europe in the nineteenth century, detective fiction has developed into one of the most
popular genres of literature and popular culture more widely. In this monograph, Mary Evans examines
detective fiction and its complex relationship to the modern and to modernity. She focuses on two key
themes: the moral relationship of detection (and the detective) to a particular social world and the
attempt to restore and even improve the social world that has been threatened and fractured by a
crime, usually that of murder. It is a characteristic of much detective fiction that the detective, the
pursuer, is a social outsider: this status creates a complex web of relationships between detective,
institutional life and dominant and subversive moralities. Evans questions who and what the detective
stands for and suggests that the answer challenges many of our assumptions about the relationship
between various moralities in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review

mention in THES by Karen Shook,16 July 2009

"[Evans] lightly explores a number of works of detective fiction for the past two centuries, seeking to
understand how and why murder, in particular, is at the heart of this most popular of genre fictions. In doing
so, she also implicitly seeks to understand why so many of us read and reread these novels about murder.

While this study surveys a number of detective novels, it is also, more crucially, an examination of the social
understanding of evil."
Times Higher Education, February 2010

About the Author
Mary Evans is Visiting Fellow at the Gender Institute at the London School of Economics, UK.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Susan Martinez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare
time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
titled The Imagination of Evil: Detective Fiction and the Modern World (Continuum Literary Studies)?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's
book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Michael Due:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Imagination of Evil: Detective Fiction
and the Modern World (Continuum Literary Studies) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Alice Scales:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. The Imagination of Evil: Detective Fiction and the Modern World
(Continuum Literary Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by anyone who have those short free
time problems.

Ruth Mullins:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but novel and The Imagination of Evil: Detective Fiction and the Modern
World (Continuum Literary Studies) as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or maybe students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their knowledge. In some
other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Imagination of Evil: Detective Fiction and the
Modern World (Continuum Literary Studies) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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