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The Japanese Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State By Peter B. E. Hill

The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive
influence on Japanese society over the past fifty years. Based on extensive
interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and academics,
thisisthefirst academic analysisin English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicatesis
their provision of protection to consumersin Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In
this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian Mafia, and the mafias of Russia,
Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafiarole
has existed at |east since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer,
their sources of income have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone
considerable change in their business activities over the last half-century. The
two key factors driving this evolution have been the changesin the legal, and
law-enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the
economic opportunities available to them. Thisfirst factor demonstrates that the
complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and the state has
always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the
boryokudan (yakuza) countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the
yakuza and the state has become more unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing
the impact of thislaw is, however, problematic; the contemporaneous bursting of
Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversealy influenced yakuza sources of income. It isimpossible to completely
disentangle the effects of these two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and
offered no short-term prospect of amelioration. More profoundly, state-
expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the yakuza suggests
that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker till: no longer,
therefore, need the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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The Japanese mafia - known collectively as yakuza - has had an extensive influence on Japanese society over
the past fifty years. Based on extensive interviews with criminals, police officers, lawyers, journalists, and
academics, thisisthefirst academic analysisin English of Japan's criminal syndicates.

Peter Hill argues that the essential characteristic of Japan's criminal syndicatesistheir provision of
protection to consumers in Japan's under- and upper-worlds. In this respect they are analogous to the Sicilian
Mafia, and the mafias of Russia, Hong Kong and the United States. Although the yakuza's protective mafia
role has existed at least since the end of the Second World War, and arguably longer, their sources of income
have not remained constant. The yakuza have undergone considerable change in their business activities over
the last half-century. The two key factors driving this evolution have been the changesin the legal, and law-
enforcement environment within which these groups must operate, and the economic opportunities available
to them. Thisfirst factor demonstrates that the complex and ambiguous relationship between the yakuza and
the state has always been more than purely symbiotic. With the introduction of the boryokudan (yakuza)
countermeasures law in 1992, the relationship between the yakuza and the state has become more
unambiguously antagonistic. Assessing the impact of thislaw is, however, problematic; the
contemporaneous bursting of Japan's economic bubble at the beginning of the 1990s also profoundly and
adversely influenced yakuza sources of income. It isimpossible to completely disentangle the effects of these
two events.

By the end of the twentieth century, the outlook for the yakuza was bleak and offered no short-term prospect
of amelioration. More profoundly, state-expropriation of protection markets formerly dominated by the
yakuza suggests that the longer-term prospects for these groups are bleaker still: no longer, therefore, need
the yakuza be seen as an inevitable and necessary evil.
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Editorial Review
Review

"An exceptional piece of scholarship in an areathat has needed such awork for along time. The book will
appeal to academics from across the disciplines and to policymakers and practitioners interested in the
challenges posed by organized crime.”--Journal of Japanese Sudies

"A well-researched and authoritative study of the yakuza, the Japanese 'mafia .... the main storylineis
accessible and fascinating in its details."--Choice

"I cannot recommend this book highly enough to any one with an interest in the interplay of culture, crime,
and law."--The Law and Politics Book Review

"...awell-written and exceptional piece of work in the area of research on Japanese organized crime. ...a
valuable addition to the study of crime and criminal justice in Japan. ...afine body of fieldwork that required
some considerable fortitude. [Hill] has explored a difficult area of Japanese society that most Japanese
researchers, including myself, might not have the courage to explore.”--International Criminal Justice
Review

About the Author
Peter B. E. Hill isat University of Oxford.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jason Urso:

The book The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State make one feel enjoy for your sparetime. Y ou
should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading a book The Japanese
Mafia: Yakuza, Law, and the State to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and
read a e-book The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that,
science publication or encyclopedia or others. So, how do you think about this guide?



Paul Blum:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. Y ou will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with The
Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State content conveys thinking easily to understand by lots of people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different such asit. So, do you
nevertheless thinking The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State is not loveable to be your top listing
reading book?

Eugene Ruano:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get alot of information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try
to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book. One of them
isthis The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State.

Ernestine Pagan:

The book The Japanese Mafia: Y akuza, Law, and the State has alot of information on it. So when you read
this book you can get alot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading
this book.
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